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GEORGE R. 


Ireland, Defender of the Faith, fc. ‘To all to whom thefe Prefents 
fhall come, Greeting. Whereas Our Trufty and Well-beloved BErnNarD 


unto Us that he is now printing a Tranflation of the IL1ap of Homer 
from the Greek in Six Volumes in Folio by ALEXANDER Pore Gent. with large 


‘Notes upon each Book: And whereas the faid BERNARD Linvor has in- 


formed Us that he has beensat a great Expence in carrying on the faid Work : 
and that the fole Right and Title of the Copy of the faid Work is vefted in the 
faid BernarD Lintor: He has therefore humbly befought Us to grant him 
Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the fole printing and publifhing thereof for 
the Term of fourteen Years. WE being gracioufly oleafed to encourage fo Ufeful 
a Work, are pleafed to condefcend to his Requeft, and do therefore hereby give 
and grant unto the faid BErnarp Lintror Our Royal Licence and Privilege for 
the fole printing and publifhing the faid Six Volumes of the IL1ap of Homer 
tranflated by the faid ALEXANDER Pope for and during the Term of fourteen 
Years, to be computed from the Day of the Date hereof; {ftri¢tly charging and 
prohibiting all Our Subjects within Our Kingdoms and Dominions to réprint or 
abridge the fame either in the like or any other Volume or Volumes whatfo- 
ever, orto import, buy, vend, utter or diftribute any Copies of the fame or any 
part thereof reprinted beyond the Seas within the faid Term of fourteen Years, 
without the Confent and Approbation of the faid BErNaARD Linror, his Heirs, 
Executors and Affigns Writing under his or their Hands and Seals firft had 
and obtained, as they and every of them offending herein will an{wer the contrary 
at their Perils, and fuch other Penalties as by the Laws and Statutes of this Our 


. Realm may be inflidted: Whereof the Mafter, Wardens and Company of Stati- 


oners of our City of London, Commiflioners and other Officers of our Cuftoms, 
and all other our Officers and Minifters whom it may concern, are to take Notice 
that due Obedience be given to Our Pleafure herein fignified. ‘Given at Our 
Court at St. Fames’s the fixth Day of May, 1715. in the et Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majefty’s Command, 


* 


James STANHOPE. 
@ 


EORGE, by the Grace of Gon, King of Great Britain, France and — 


Lintor of Our City of London, Bookfeller, has humbly fa eae : 


=: ee ee 


AN 


ESSAY 


ON 


HOMER’s Battels. 


ERHAPS it may be neceffary in this Place at the 
Opening of Homer’s Battels, to premife fome Obfer- 
vations upon them in general. I fhall firft endeavour 
to fhew the Conduét of the Poet herein, and next 

colleé& fome Antiquities, that tend to a more diftin& under- 
ftanding of thofe Defcriptions which make fo large a Part of 

the Poem. | 
One may very well apply to Homer himfelf what he fays 
of his Heroes at the end of the fourth Book, that whofoever 
*fhould be guided thro’ their Battels by Minerva, and pointed 
to every Scene of them, would fee nothing through the whole 
but Subjects of Surprize and Applaufe. When the Reader re- 
fleets that no lefs than the Compafs of twelve Books is taken. 
up in thefe, he will have Reafon to wonder by what Methods 
our Author could prevent Defcriptions of fach‘a length from 
being tedious. It is not enough to fay, that tho’ the Subject 
itfelf be the fame, the Adtions are always different ; That we 
have now diftin€ Combates, now promifcuous Fights, now 
fingle Duels, now general Engagements: Or that the Scenes 
are perpetually vary’d; we are now in the Fields, now at the 
Fortification of the Greeks, now at the Ships, now at the _— 
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of Zroy, now at the River Scamander: But we muft look far- 
ther into the Art of the Poet to find the Reafons of this afto-. 
nifhing Variety. 

We may firft obferve that Diverfity in the Deaths of his 
Warrwrs, which he has fupply’d by the vafteft Fertility of 
Invention that ever was. Thefe he diftinguifhes feveral ways : 
Sometimes by the Characters of the Men, their Age, Office, 
Profeffion, Nation, Family, &c. One is a blooming Youth, 
whofe Father diffuaded him from the War ; one is a Prieff 
whofe Piety could not fave him; one is a Sport/man whom 
Diana taught in vain ; one is the Natzve of a far-diftant Coun- 
try who is never to return; one is defcended from a Noble 
Line which ends in his Death ; one is made remarkable by 
his Boafting ; another by his Befeechimg ; and another who is 
diftinguifh’d no way elfe is mark’d by his Had:t and the Sin- 
gularity of his Armor. 

Sometimes he varies thefe Deaths by the feveral Poffures in 


which his Heroes are reprefented either fighting or falling. 


Some of thefe are fo exceedingly exaff, that one may guefs 
from the very Pofition of the Combatant, whereabouts the 
Wound will light : Others fo very peculiar and uncommon, 
that they could only be the Effeé& of an Imagination which 
had fearch’d thro’ all the Ideas of Nature. Such is that Pi- 
ture of Mydon in the fifth Book, whofe Arm being numb’d by 
a blow on the Elbow, drops the Reins that trail on the Ground ; 
and then being fuddenly {truck on the Temples falls headlong 
from the Chariot in a foft and deep Place; where he finks, 
up to the Shoulders in the Sands, and continues a while fix’d 
by the Weight of his Armor, with his Legs quivering in the 
Air, ’till he is trampled down by his Horfes. 

Another Canfe of this Variety is the Difference of the 
Wounds that are given in the Iliad: They are by no means 
like the Wounds defcribed by moft other Poets, which are 
commonly made in the felf-fame obvious Places: The 
Heart arid Head ferve for all thofe in general who under- 
ftand no Anatomy, and fometimes for Variety they ‘kill Men 
by Wounds that are no where mortal but in their Poems. 
As the whole ‘human Body is the Subje& of thefe, fo no- 
thing is more neceflary to him who would defcribe — 
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well, than a thorough Knowledge of its Struéture ; even tho’ 
the Poet is not profefledly to write of them as an Anatomitt ; 
in the fame manner as an exact Skill in Anatomy is neceflary 
to thofe Painters that would excel in drawing the Naked, tho” 
they are not to make every Mufcle as vifible as in a Book of 
Chirurgery. It appears from fo many Paflages in Homer that 
he was perfectly Mafter of this Science, that it would be need- 
lefs to cite any in particular. One may only obferve, that if 
we thoroughly examine all the Wounds he has defcribed, tho’ 
fo infinite in Number, and fo many ways diverfify’d, we thal] 
hardly find one which will contradi& this Obfervation. __ 
I muft juft add a Remark, that the various Periphrafes and 
Circumlocutions by which Homer — the fingle A@ of 
Dying, have faupply’d Virgil and the fucceeding Poets with all 
their manners of phrafing it. Indeed he repeats the fame 
Verfe on that Occafion more often than they ---t0y df xéro¢ 
ooo’ éxdaule——-’Agdbyoe 0b tevye én’ atta, &c. But tho’ it mutt 
be owned he had more frequent Occafions for a Line of this 
Kind than any Poet, as no other has defcrib’d half fo many 
Deaths, yet one cannot afcribe this to any Sterility of Expref- 
fion, but to the Genius of his Times, that delighted in thofe 
reiterated Verfes. We find Repetitions of the fame fort affe- 
cted by the facred Writers, fuch as He was gathered to his 


People; He flept with his Fathers, and the like. And upon — 


the whole they have a certain antiquated Harmony not unlike 
the Burthen of a Song, which the Ear is willing to fuffer, and 

as it were refts upon. | | | 
As the perpetual Horror of Combates, and a Succeffion 
of Images of Death, could not but keep the Imagination 
very much on the. ftretch ; Homer has been careful to 
contrive fuch Reliefs and Paufes as might divert the Mind 
to fome other Scene, without lofing Sight of his prin- 
cipal Objec&t. His Comparifons are the more frequent on 
this Account ; for a Comparifon ferves this End the moft 
‘effectually of any thing, as it is at once corre{pondent to, 
and differing from the Subje&. Thofe Criticks who fancy 
‘that the Ufe of Comparifons diftraéts the Attention, and draws 
it from the firft Image which fhould moft employ it (as that 
we lofe the Idea of the Battel itfelf, while we are led by a “i 
7 muie 
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mile to that of a Deluge or a Storm:) Thofe, I fay, may as 
well imagine we lofe the Thought of che Sun, when we fee 
his Reflection in the Water; where he appears more diftiné&- _ 
ly, and is contemplated more at eafe than if we gaz’d direct- 
ly at his Beams. For ’tis with the Eye of the Imagination as 


. with our corporeal Eye, it muft fometimes be taken off from 


the Objeét in order to fee it the better. The fame Criticks 
that are difpleafed to have their Fancy diftracted (as they call 
it) are yet fo inconfiftent with themfelves as to object to Ho- 
mer that his Similes are too much alike, and are too often 
derived from the fame Animal. But is it not more reafona- 
ble (according to their own Notion) to compare the fame 
Man always to the fame Animal, than to fee him fometimes 
a Sun, fometimes a Tree, and fometimes a River? Tho’ Ho- 
mer {peaks of the fame Creature, he fo diverfifies the Cir- 
cumftances and Accidetits of the Comparifons, that they al- 
ways appear quite different. And to fay Truth, it is not fo 
much the Animal or the Thing, as the Action or Pofture of . 
them, that employs our Imagination: Two different Animals 
in the fame AGion are more like to each other, than one 
and the fame Animal is to himfelf, in two different Actions. 
And thofe who in reading Homer are fhock’d that ’tis always 
a Lion, may as well be angry that ’tis always a Man. 

What may feem more exceptionable is his inferting the fame 
Comparifons in the fame Words at length upon different Occa- 


fions, by which Management he makes one fingle Image afford 


many Ornaments to feveral Parts of the Poem. But may 
not one fay Homer is in this like a skilful Improver, who pla- 
ces a beautiful Statue in a well-difpofed Garden fo as to anfwer 
feveral Viftas, and by that Artifice one fingle Figure feems 
multiply’d into as many Objects as there are Openings from 
whence it may be viewed? 

What farther relieves and foftens thefe Defcriptions of Bat- 


tels, is the Poet’s wonderful Art of introducing many pathetick 


Circumftances about the Deaths of the Heroes, which raife a 
different Movement in the Mind from what thofe Images na- 
turally infpire, I mean Compaffion and Pity ; when he caufes 


us to look back upon the loft Riches, Poffeffions, and Hopes 
of thofe who die: When he tranfports us to their Native 


, Countries 
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Countries and Paternal Seats, to fee the Griefs of their aged 
Fathers, the Defpair and Tears of their Widows, or the aban- 
' don’d Condition of their Orphans. Thus when Prote/ilaus 
falls, we are made to reflect on the lofty Palaces he left half 
finifh’d:;; when the Sons of Phenops are killed, we behold the 


mortifying Diftrefs of their wealthy Father, who faw his E- . 


ftate divided before his Eyes, and taken in Truft for Strangers. 


When Axylus dies, we are taught to compaffionate the hard. 


Fate of that generous and hofpitable Man, whofe Houfe was 
the Houfe of ali Men, and who deferv’d that glorious Elogy 
of, The Friend of Human-kind, - 

Tt is worth taking Notice too, what Ufe Homer every where 
makes of each little Accident or Circumftance that can natu- 
rally happen in a Battel, thereby to caft a Variety over his 
A@tion ; as well as of every Turn of Mind or Emotion a He- 
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ro can poflibly feel, fuch as Refentment, Revenge, Concern, . 


Confufion, &’c. The former of ‘thefe makes his Work re- 


femble a large Hiftory-Piece, where even the lefs important 


Figures and Actions have yet fome convenient Place or Cor- 
ner to be fhewn in ;: and the latter gives it all the Advanta- 
. ges of Tragedy in thofe various Turns of Paffion that animate 
the Speeches of his Heroes, and render his whole’ Poem. the 
moft Dramatick of. any Epick whatfoever. 2.7) 0 

- Tt muft alfo be obferv’d that the conftant Machines of the 
Gods conduce, very greatly to vary thefe long Battels, by a 
continual Change of the Scene from Earth to Heaven. | Ho- 
mer perceiv’d'them too neceflary. for this Purpofe to abftain 
from the Ufe of them, even after Jupiter had enjoin’d the 


Deities not to Act on either fide. - It-is remarkable how many | 


Methods he has found to draw them into every Book ; ‘where 
if they dare not affiit the Warriors, . at. leaft they are. very 
helpful to the. Poet. ee a 

« But there is nothing that more contributes to the Vafiety, 
Surprize, and Eclat of. Homer’s Battels,: or is more perfectly 
admirable in itfelf, than that artful Manner of taking: ‘Mea- 
fure, or “(as one ‘may. fay.) .Gaging his Heroes by each :other, 
and thereby elevating the Character of one Perfon by the. 
Oppofition of it to that of fome other whom he is made to 
excell. So that he many times defcribes one only to image 
es - another, 
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another, and raifes one only to raife another. I cannot bet- 
ret exemplify this Remark, than by giving an Inftance in the. 
CharaGter of Diomed that lies before me. Let us obferve by © 
what a Scale of Oppofitions he elevates this Hero, in the fifth 
Book, firft to excell all human Valour, and after to rival the 


_ Gods themfelves. He diftinguithes him firft from the Gre- 


cian Captains in general, each of whom he reprefents con- 
quering a fingle Trojan, while- Domed conftantly encounters 
two at once; and while they are engag’d each in his difting& 
Poft, he only is drawn fighting in every quarter, and flaugh- 
tering on every fide. Next he oppofes him to Pandarus, 
next to Aimeas,' and then to. Heéfor. So of the Gods. he 
fhews him firft ‘againft Venus, then Apollo, then Mars, and 
laftly in the eighth Book againft Jupxer himfelf in the midft 
of his Thunders. The fame Conduét is obfervable more or 


_ lefs in regard to every Perfonage of his Work. : 


This Subordination of the Heroes is-one of the Caufes that 
make each of his Battels rife above the other in Greatnefs, 
Terror, and Importance, to the end of the Poem. If Dio- 
med has perform’d all thefe Wondéts in. the firft Combates, 
it is but to raife Hector, at whofe Appearance he begins to . 
fear. If in the next Bartels Heéfor triumphs not only over 
Diomed, but over Ajax and Patroclus, fets fire to the Fleet, 
wins the Armor of Achilles, and fingly eclipfes. all the Heroes ; 
in the midft of all this Glory, Achslles appears, Heéfor flies, 
and is flain. | fe oe 
~The Manner in which his Gods are made to a&, no lefs 
advances the Gradation we are {peaking of. In the firft Bat- 
tels they are feen only in fhort and feparate Excurfions: Ve- 
nus aflilts Paris, Minerva Diomed, or Mars Heéfor. - In the 
mext a clear Stage is left for Fupser, to difplay his Omnipo- 
tence and turn the Fate of Armies alone. In the lJaft, all 
the Powers of Heaven are let down and banded into regular 
Parties, Gods encountring Gods, ove encouraging them wish 
his Thunders, Neptune raifing his Tempefts, Heaven flaming, 
en trembling, and P/uo himfelf ftarting from the Throne 

Hell, ete % ane eG - : 
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I Am now to take Notice of fome Cuftome of Antiquity, 
relating to the Arms and Art Military of thofe Times, which 
are proper to: be known in order to form a right Notion of 
our Author’s Defcriptions of War. 

That Homer copied the Manners and Cuftoms of the Age 
he writ of, rather than of that he lived in, has been obfer- 
ved in fome Inftances. As that he no where reprefents Ca- 
valry or Trumpets to have been ufed in the 7rojan Wars, tho’ 
they apparently were in his own Time. It is not therefore im- 

offible but there may be found in his Works fome Deficiencies 
in the Art of War, which are not to be imputed to his Ip- 
norance, but to his Judgment. : 

Hor/és had not been brought into Greece long before the 
Siege of Troy. They were originally Eaftern Animals, and 
if we find at that very Period fo great a Number of them 
reckon’d up in the Wars of the U/rachies, it is the lefs a won- 
der confidering they came from A/a. The Practice of riding 
them was fo little known in Greece a few Years before, that 
they look’d upon the Centaurs who firft ufed it, as Monfters 
compounded of Men and Horfes. Neffor in the firft Lad 
fays he had feen thefe Centaurs in his Youth, and Polypetes 
in the fecond is faid to have been born on the Day that his 
Father expelled them from Pelson to the Defarts. of “Ethica. 
They had no other Ufe of Horfes than to draw their Chari- 
ots in Battel, fo that whenever Homer {peaks of fighting from 
an Horfe, taming an Horfe, or the like, it is conftantly to be 
underftood of fighting from a Chariot, or taming Horfes to 
that Service. This (as we have faid) was a piece of Deco- 
rum in the Poet ; for in his own Time they were arrived to | 
fach a Perfection in Horfemanthip, that in the fifteenth fad 
VY. 680. we have a Simile taken from an extraordinary Feat 
of AGivity, where one Man manages four ‘Horfes at once, 
and Jeaps from the Back of one to another at full Speed. 

If we confider in what high Efteem among Warriors -thefe — 
noble Animals muft have been at their firft coming: into 
Greece, we fhall the lefs wonder at the frequent Occafions 
Hemer has taken to defcribé and celebrate them. Ie is not fo 
ftrange to find them fet almoft upon a level with Men, at 
: 4 | the 


8 


An Essay on Homer's :Battels. 


the time when a Hor/é in the Prizes was of equal Value with 


mh bai . =. ? 
~The Chariots were in all Probability very low. . For we fre- 


‘quently. find in the /éad, that a Perfon who ftands ere& on 


a Chariot is killed (and fometimes by a Stroke.on the Head) 
by a Foot-Soldier with a Sword. This may farther appear 
from the Eafe and Readinefs with which they alight or mount 
on every Occafion, to facilitate which,. the Chariots were 
made open behind. ‘That the Wheels were but fmall, may 
be gueft from a Cuftom they had. of taking them off and 
fetting them on, as they were laid by, or made ufe of. Hebe 
in the fifth Book puts on the Wheels of Fumo’s Chariot when 
fhe calls for it in hafte. And it feems.to be with Allufion ta 
the fame Practice that it is {aid in Exodus Ch. 14. The Lord took 
off their Chariot Wheels, fa that they drove them heavily. The 
Sides were alfo low ; for whoever is killed in his Chariot 
throughout the Poem, conftantly falls to the Ground as 
having nothing to fupport him. That.the whole Machine 
was very {mall and light, is evident.from a Paflage in the 
tenth Léad, where Diomed having taken a Chariot, debates 
whether he fhall draw it out of the way, or carry it on his 
Shoulders to a Place of Safety. All thefe Particulars agree 
with the Reprefentations of the Chariots on the moft ancient 
Greek: Coins ;. where the Tops of them reach not fo 
high as the Backs of the Horfes, the Wheels are yet lower; 
and the Heroes who ftand in them are feen from the Knee 
upwards. * This may ferve.to fhew thofe Criticks are under 
a Miftake, who blame Homer for making his Warriors fome- 
times retire behind their Chariots, as if it were a Piece of 
Cowardice: which'was as little difgraceful then, as. it is now 
to alight from one’s Horfe in a Battel on any neceflary 
Emergency. .— . | a -_ 


There were generally two Perfons in each Chariot, one of 


whom was wholly employ’d in guiding’ the Horfes. They 


ufed indifferently two, three, or four Horfes: From hence it 
happens, that fometimes when a Horfe is killed, ‘the Hero 
continues the Fight with the two or more that remain ; and 


"* See the Collection of Goltzius, &c. ne 
| ' | at 
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at other timesaWarrior retreats upon theLofs of one; not that he 
hds lefs Courage than the other, but that he has fewer Horfes. 
Their Swords were all broad cutting Swords, for we find 
they never ftab but with their Spears. The Spears were ufed 
two ways, either to pufh with, or to caft from them, like 
the miflive Javelins. It feems furprizing that a Man fhould 
throw a Dart or Spear with fuch Rorce as to pierce thro’ both 
fides of the Armor afd the Body (as is often defcribed. in. 
Homer.) For if the Strength of the Men was Gigantick, the 
~ Armor muft have been ftrong in Proportion. . Some Solution 
might be given for this, .if we imagin’d the Armor was.ge-. 
nerally Brafs, and the Weapons pointed with Iron ; and if. we 
could fancy that Homer call’d the Spears and Swords Brazex 
in the fame mannér that he calls the Reins of ‘a Bridle /vo- 
ry, only from the Ornaments about them. But. there are 
Paflages where the Point of the Spear is expreflly faid. to be 
of Brafs, as in the Defcription of that of Heéfar in Thad 6: 
WV. 320. Paufansds in Laconicss takes it.for granted, that the 
Arms, as well offenfive as defenfive, were Brafs. He fays the 
Spear of Achilles was kept in his Time in the Temple of M4- 
nerva, the Top aad Point ef which were of Brafs ;. and the 
Sword of Mersones, in that of AA/culapius among. the Nicome- 
dians, was entirely of the fame Metal. But be it as. it will, 
there are Examples even at this Day of fuch a prodigious 
Force in cafting Darts, as almoft exceeds Credibility... The 
Turks and Arabs will pierce thro’ thick Planks with Darts: of 
_ harden’d Wood; which can only be attributed to their being 
bred (as the Ancients were) to that Exercife, and to the 
Strength and Agility acquir’d by a conftant Practice of it. — 
_” We may afcribe to the fame Canfe their Power of cafting * 
Stones of a valt.Weight, which appears a common Practice 
in thefe Battels.. Thofe are in a great Error, who .imagine 
this to be only a fidtitious Embellifhment of the Poet, which 
was one of the Exercifes of War among the ancient Greeks 
and Orientals. * St. Jerome tells us, it was an old Cuftom. in 


. * Mos eft in Urbibus Palefting, & ufque hadie per omnem Judzam vetus confuetudo fer- 
vatur, ut in viculis, oppidis, & caftellis rotundi ponantur iapides graviffimi ponderis, ad 
“qnos juvenes exercere de folent, & eos pro varietate'virium fublevare, alii.ad genua, alii ad 
umbilicum, alii ad humeros, ad caput, non nulli fuper verticem, te@is jan@ifqae manibus, 
magnitudinem virium demonftrantes, pondus attollunt; . rr oe _ 

‘Paleftine, 


“1o 
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Palefiine, and in Ufe in his own Fime, to have round Stones 


of a preat Weight kept in the Cafttes and Vitlages for the: 
Youth to ery cheir Serength with, And the Cuftom is yet ex- 


tamt itt fome Parts of Scotland, where Stones for the fame - 


Purpofe are laid at the Gates of great Houfes, which they 
call Putitng-Stones. rr rr : 
_ Another Confidetation which will account for many things 
that ‘may feem uncoath in Homer, is the Reflection that be~ 
fore the Ufe of Fire-Arms there was infinitely more Scope fot 
petfonal Valor than in the-modern Battels. Now whenfoe- 
vet the ‘pétfonal Strength of the Combatants happen’d to be 
unequal, the declining a finvle Combate could nor be fo dif- 
honourable as it:is in this Age, when the Arms-we make ufe 
of put all Men on a level. For a Soldier of far inferior Strength 
may matiage a Rapier or Fire-Arms fo expertly as to be an 
Overmatch to his Adverfaty. :‘This may appear a fufficient 
Excufe for what in the modern Conftruction might feem Cows. 
ardice in Homer's Heroes, when they avoid engaging with o 
thers whofe bodily Sttengthexceeds their own. ‘Fhe Maxims 
of Valor in all Tintes were founded upon Reafon, and the 


_ Cowardice ought rather in this Cafe to be imputed to him 
| who braves his Inferior.: There was alfo more Les/ure in 


theit Battels before the Knowledge of Fire-Arms ; and this 


_in a good Degree accounts for thofe Harangues his Heroes 
make to each other in the Time of Combate. — 


- There was another Pra@iée frequently ufed by thefe 
ancient Warriors, ‘which. was to {poil an Enemy of -his. 


Arms after‘they had flain him; and this Cuftom we 


| 


fee them frequently parfuing with fach Eagernefs as if they 
look’d on their Victory not complete’till this Point was gain’d. 
Some modern Criticks have accufed them of Avarice on ac- 
count of this Practice, which might probably arife from the 
great Value and Scarcenefs of Armor in that early Time and 
Infancy of War. It afterwards became ‘a Point ‘of Honour. 
like gaining a Standard from the Enemy. Mo/és and David 
{peak of the Pleafure of obtaining many Spoils. They preferv’d 
them as Monuments of Victory, and.even Religion at laft be- 
came interefted herein, when thofe Spoils were confecrated in 
the Temples of the Tutelar Deities of the Conqueror. | 
\ ne, te | The 
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_ Fhe Reader may eafily fee I fer dawn thefe Heads juft as they 
occur to my Memory, and only as Hints to farther Obferva- 
tions; which any one who js converfant in Hower can not 
fai} to make, if he will: bur chink a little in the fame 
Track. ay “ | 
- It is no Part of my Deftgn te enquire what Progrefs had 
been made in the Art of War at this easly Periad: The bare 


Perufal of the Iliad will beft inform us of it.. Bug what I 
think tends more’ immediately. to. the better: Comprebenfion 


of thefe Defcriptions, is to give q fhort View of the Scene 
of War, the Situation of Zroy, and thofe Places which Hower 
mentions, with the proper Field of each Battel: Putting to- 
gether for this.Rurpafe thofe Paffages in my Authoy thar give 
any Light to this Matter. re cee ae 

The ancient. City of Zrey flood at a greater Diftance fram 
the Sea than rhofe Ruins which have fince been fhewn for it. 


This may be gather’d from Iliad 5, W, (of the Original) vgs. 


where it is {aid that the Trojans never durft fally out of rhe 
Walls of their Town ’till the Retirement of “rhilles, but. af- 
terwards combated the Greczans at their very Ships, far frays 
the City. . Fox had Troy ftood (as Strabo obferves) fo nigh the 
Seg-fhore, it had been Madnef§ in: the Greeks not to have 


built, any Fortification before their Fleet till rhe tenth Year of 


the Siege, when the Enemy was fo near them:, And on the q- 
ther hand, ‘it had been Cowardice jn the 7rejaus net.to have 


‘attempted any thing all that time, againft an Army thar lay 


unfortify’d and wnintrench’d. Befides.the intermediate Spage 
had been too {mall to afford a Field for fo :magy various Ad- 


-veritures and Adions of War, ‘The Places about fray :parti- 


cularly mentioned by Hamer lie in this Order, | 


a. The Scegn Gate: T his ‘open’d. to the Field of Battel, 


aad was that thro’ which she 7rejaus made their Excurfigns. 
Clofe to this ftood the Beech-Tree facred to Fupder , which 
flamer generally mentions Within, © ts 
2. The Hi of wild Fig-trees. Jt join’d to the Walls of 
Zrey on one fide, and extended ro the High-way on the o- 
ther. ‘The fir appears from what Aedramache fays in Miad-6. 


W. 432. that the Walls were im dauger of hemg. feded from 
The - 


Hil ; and the lat from Ul. an. 34). we. 7 


ve 
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3. The two Springs of Scamander: Thefe were a little 
higher on the fame High-way. (/b:.)_ . re 
4. Callscolone, the Name of a pleafant Hill, that lay near 
the River Simos, on the other fide of the Town.. 1. 20. VW. 53. 

5. Batesa, or the Sepulchre of “Myrsnne, ftood a little be- 
fore the City in the Plain. JA 2. W. 318. ofthe Catal, . - 

6. The Monument of Ilus: Near the middle of the Plain. 
ear. Wi16600 5 | | 

7. The Tomb of 4/yetes, commanded the Profped of the | 
Fleet, and that Part of the Sea-coaft. J/, 2. W. 301. of the 
Catalogue. oe aa 

It feems, by the 465th Verfe of the fecorid Iliad; that 
the Grecsan Army was drawn up under the feveral Leadets 
by the Banks of Scamander on that fide toward the Ships : 
In the mean time that of 7roy and the Auxiliaries was rang’d isi 
Order at Myrsune’s Sepulchre. Ibid. W. 320 of the Catal. The. 
Place of the Fir Battel where Diomed performs his Exploits; 
was near the joining of Stmois and Scamander ; for ‘Juno and 
Pallas coming to him, alight at the Confluence of thofe Ri- 
vers. IJ, 5. W. 776. and that the Greeks had not yet paft the 
Stream, but fought on that fide next the Fleet, appears from. 

WV. 791 of the co Book, where Juno fays the Trojans now 
brave them at their very Shipx But in the beginning of the 
fixth Book, the Place of Battel is {pécify’d to be between the 
Rivers of Sswsors and Scamander ; fo that the Greeks ‘(tho” 
Homer does not particularize when, or in what manner) had 
then crofs’d the Stream toward -7roy. | , 
The Engagement in the eighth Book is evidently clofe to. 
the Greczan Fortification on the Shore.. That Night Hector 
lay at Ldas's Tomb in the Field, as Dolon tells us Lib. 10. Vy 
‘41s. And in the eleventh Book the Battel is chiefly about 
‘Ilus’s Tomb. 7 = : 
In the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth, about the Fortift- _ 
cation of the Greeks, and in the fifteenth at the ~— : 
In the fixteenth, the 7rojans being repulfed by Pastroclus, 
they engage between the Fleet, the River, and the Grecian 
Wall : Sec. 396. Patroclus fill advancing they fight at the. 
Gates of ZroyW. 700. In the feventeenth a Fight — - 
4 ody 
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Body of Patroclus is under the Trojan Wall W. 403. His Body 
being carried off, Heéfor and Aneas purfue the Greeks to the 
Fortification W. 760. And in the eighteenth, upon Achilles’s 
appearing, they retire and encammp without the Fortification. 

In the twentieth, the Fight is ftill on that fide next the 
Sea; for the Trojans being purfued by Achilles, pafs over the 
Scamander as they run toward Troy: See the beginning of 
Book 21. The following Battels are either in the River itfelf, 


or between that and the City, under whofe Walls Heéfor is kill’d 


in the twenty fecond Book, which puts an end to the Battels 
of the Lsad. 
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THE 
FIFTH BOOK 


OF THE 


 TLIAD. 


The ARGUMENT. 
The Acts of Diomed. 


[) >: alfified by Pallas, performs Wonders in this 
Day's Battel. Pandarus wounds him with an Arrow, 
but the Goddefs cures-bim, enables him to difcern Gods 
from Mortals, and prohibus him from contending with any of 
the former, excepting Venus. neas joms Pandarus to oppofé 
bim, Pandatrus ss ksled, and Aneas im great danger but for 
the Affiftance of :Venus ; who, as fhe is removing her Son 
from the Firht, 1s wounded on the Hand by Diomed. Apollo 
Seconds her in his Refcue, and at length carries off neas to Troy, 
where he ss heal'd in the Temple of Pergamus. Mars rallies 
the Trojans, and affifisHetor to make a Stand. In the mean 
time Fneas is reflor’d to the Field, and they overthrow feveral 
of the Greeks ; among the reff Tlepolemus zs /lain by Sarpedon. 
Juno and Minerva defcend to refift Mars; the latter incites Dio-~ 
med to go againft that God; he wounds him, and fends him 
groaning to Heaven. | 

The firft Battel continues thro this Book. The. Scene ss the 
Same as in the former. a ) 
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7 


THE a 
FIFTH BOOK 
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I CIA DL 
? UT Palas now Tydides Soul infpires; _ 
| Fills with herForce,and warms withall her Fires, 
Above the Greeks his deathlefs Fame to raife, 
And crown her Hero with diftinguifh’d -Praife. | 
High on his Helm Celeftial Lightnings play, 
His beamy Shield emits a living Ray; 
Th’ unweary’d Blaze inceflant Streams fupplies, 
Like the red Star that fires th’ Autummal Skies, 
When frefh he réars his radiant Orb to Sight,. 
And bath’d in Ocean, fhoots a keener Light. © 
Such Glories Palas on the Chief beftow’d, 


- Such, from his Arths, the fierce Effulgence flow’d > 
E Onward 
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Onward fhe drives him, furious to engage, 
AW here the Fight burns, and where the thickeft rage 
_ The Sons of Dares firft the Combate fought, 
‘ wealthy Prieft, but rich without a Fault ; 
In Vulcab’s Pane the Fathér’s Days were led, 
The Sons to Toils of glorious Battel bred ; 
 Thefe fingled from their Troops the Fight maintain, — 
20 Thefe from their Steeds, Fydides on the Plain. 
Fierce For Renown the Brother Chiefs draw near, 
And firft bold Phegeus caft his founding Spear, 
Which v’er ‘the Watrior’s Shoulder:took ‘its Courf, 
And! {pent ini etnpty Air its erring Force. 
15 Not fo, Tyidides, ‘flew thy Lance in vain, ,*, 
But plrc'd: his Breaft, and Tretch’d hime on ness Plain, 
° Seiz’d ‘with unnifal Feb ‘Vdeut fled, 7 
- Left the rich Chariot; and his. Bother deed : 
And had thot Walca lent Celeftial: Aid, - 3 
soHe too'had funk to Death’s Eeernal Shade; ‘ 
‘But ina finosky Cloud. the God :of Fite — 
* Preferv'd the Son, in Pity to the Sire. 2° 
The Steeds and’ Chariot, to the Navy: led, 
Encreas’d the Spoils of gallant Diamed: ~ ) 
a & Struck 
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Struck with Amaze, and Shaine, the Trojan Crew 35 
Or flain, or fled, the Sons of Darer view: 
When by the blood-ftam’d Hand Minerva preft 
The God of Battels, and this Speech addreft. © 

Stern Pow’r of War! by whom the Mighty fall, : 
Who ‘bath’ft in Blood, and ‘fhak’ft the lofty Wall! 43 
Let the brave Chiefs their glorious Toils divide ; 
And whofe the Conqueft, mighty eve decide: — 
While we from interdicted Fields retire, 
Nor tempt the W'rath of Heav’ns avenging Sire. 

Her Words allay: th’ impetuous Warrior's Heat, 45 
The God of Arms and Martial Maid retreat ; 
Remov’d from Eight, on Xanthas flow’ ry Bousda | 
They. fate, and liften’d to the dying Sounds... 

_- Meantime the Greeks the Trajdu “Race purfue, - 
| And fome bold Ghieftairi.ev’ry Leader flew:. «4 
Firft Odzus falls; .and bites the bloody Sand, «: - 
His Death ennobled by Atrides’ Hand; 
As he to Flight his wheeling Car addrett, — 
The fpeedy Javelin drove from Back to Breaft. 
In Duft the mighty Halizonian lay, = - 5 
His Arms refound, the Spirit wings ‘its way. | 
, 3 Thy 
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Thy Fate was next, O Pheflus ! doom’d to feel 
The great Idomeneus’ protended Steel ; — 
Whom Borus fent (his Son and anly Joy) 

60From fruitful Tarne to the Fields of Troy. 

The Cretan Javelin reach’d him from afar, — 
And pierc’d his Shoulder as he mounts his Car ; 
Back from the Car he tumbles to the Ground, 
And everlafting Shades his Eyes furround. 

6s Then dy’d Scamandrius, expert in the Chace, 
In Woods and Wilds to wound the Savage Race; 
_ Diana taught him all her Sylvan Arts, _ 

To bend the Bow and aim unerring Darts: 
But vainly here Diana’s Arts he tries, | 

7o The fatal Lance arrefts him as he ‘flies; ° 
From. Menelaus’ Arm the Weapon fent, 

_. Thro’ his broad Back and heaving Bofom went: 
‘Down finks the Warrior with a thundring Sound, 
‘His Brazen Armor rings againft the Ground. - 

75 Next artful Phereclus: untimely fell; ‘ 
Bold Merton fent him to the Realms of Hell. 

~ Thy Father’s Skill, O Phereclus, was thine, 
The graceful Fabrick and the fair Defi gn ; 


4 For 
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For low’d by Padas, Pallas did impart 
To him the Shipwright’s and the Builder’s Art. 4 
Beneath his. Hand the Fleet of Paris rofe, 
The fatal Caufe of all his Country’s Woes, | 
But he, the myftick Will of Heav’n unknown, 
Nor faw his Country’s Peril, nor his own, 
The haplefs Artift,: while confus’d he fled, =. — 8 
The Spear of Merion mingled with the Dead.. _ 
Thro’ his right Hip with fouceful Fury caft, 
Between the Bladder and the Bone it.paft: 
Prone on his Knees he falls with. fruitlefs'Cries, 
And Death in lafting Slumber -feals “his Eyes... go 
From Meges’ Force'the fwift Pedeus fled, - - * 
—Antenor’s Offspring from:a foreign: Bed; 1. 
Whofe gen’rous Spoufe, Fheam, ‘heav’nly Fair; . 
Nurs’d the -young Stranger with a Mother’s Care. . 
How vain thofe Cares! when Meges.in the Rear - 95 __ 
Full in his-Nape infix’d the fatal Spear ;:.: ° * 
Swift thro’ his crackling Jaws the Weapon glides, : 
And the cold Tongne and grinning: Eeeth divides) 
Then did Hypjenor, gen’rous andidivine,) | 
Sprung from the brave Dolopion’s mighty Line, 102 
ie # | " Who 
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Who near ador’d Scamander made. Abode, 


_ Prieft of thie Stieam, ‘and honowr’d as a God. 


On him, amidit.the flymg Numbers found, 
Eurypifus inflicts a deadly Wound. . 


105 On his broad Shoulder fell the ‘forceful Brand, | 


Thence glancing downward lopp’d: his Holy Hand, ‘ 


_. Which ftain’d with facred Bload the blufhing Sand.‘ 


Dowh funk the Prieft : the Purple Hand of Death 
Clos’d ‘his dim Eye, aod Fate fupptefs’d his Breath. 


no Thus toil’d the Chiefs.in diff’zent Parts ee ‘d, 


In ev'ry. Quarter. fierce Tydides rag’d, — 
_ Amid the Greek, amid the Trojan Train, 


Rapt tliro’ the Ranks he thunders o’er the Plain, — 
Now here, now! there, he darts-from Place to Place, 


115 Pours on the Rear, or lightens in their Face. 


_ Thus from high Hills. the Torrents fwift and firong 


. Deluge whole Fields, and fweep the Trees along, - . 


Thro’ ruin’d. Moles the rufhing Wave refounds, 
. Orcdwhelms the Bridge, and -burfts the lofty. pee : 


| 10°F yelldw Harvelts: of the ripen’d Year, 


And flarted eanie "ene ed. Wake appr >. 


While 
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While ove. defcends: in fluicy Sheets of Rain, | -’ 
And .all the Labours of Mankind are vain, | 

So raged T'ydedes, boundlefs in his Ire, . 
Drove Armies back, and made all Troy retire. #34 
With Grief the * Leader .of the Lyezan Band + Pande: 
Saw the wide Wafte of his deftructive Hand : . 
His bended. Bow. againft the Chief he sani 
Swift. fo the Mark the thirfty Arrow. flew, 0. 0. 
Whofe forky Point the hollow Breaftplate tare.” 130 
Deep in his Shouldér pierc’d, and drank the Gore ; 
The rufhing Stream his Brazen Armor dy’d; _ 
While the proud Archer thus exultjeg cry’d. | 

Hither ye Trojans, hither driveyour Steeds! ‘ 
Lo! by our Hand the braveft Grecian hecds. * : 
Not long: the déathful Dart he can fuftain : 
Or Phebus ured me to thefe Fields in. vaia. 

SO {poke he, ‘boaftful ; but the wingéd ‘Dart 7 
Stopt fhort of Like, and'mock’d the Shooter’ s Art. 
The wouhded Chief Behind: his Cat : retin"; 140 
The helping Hand: of Sthenelus requir'd ; - 
Swift- from ‘his Sethe leap'd upon’ the Gisuiid, — 
And i the Weapon from the guthing’ Wound; 

4 When 
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When thus the King. his Guardian Pow’r addrefk; * 
145 The purple Current wand’ring: o’er’ his Veft. .. -. 
O Progeny of ‘fove! unconquer’d Maid! 
*< Tf e’er my Godlike Sire deferv’d thy. Aid, 
If e’er I felt thee.in the fighting Field ; 
Now,. Goddefs, now, thy.facred: Succour yield. © 
0Oh give. my Laiice to réach the Trojan — 
W hofe Arrow wounds the Chief thou-guard’ff inFight 
. \ And lay the Boafter grov'ling on-the Shore, | 
That vaunts thefe Eyes fhall view the Light:no more, 
Thus’ pray’d. T'ydedes, and | Menerva heard, 
155 His Nerves cagfirm’d,: his languid Spirits wie 
He: feels each Limb with wonted. Vigor light; 
‘His beating Bofom claims the promis‘d . F ight. - 4 
Be bold fhe.cry’d) in ev’ry Combate fhine, : - 
War be thy Province, , thy Protection, mine ; 
160 Ruth -to ‘the Fight, and ev'ry Foe: controul ;. 
Wake éach Paternal Virtue i in thy: Soul :. as 
4 Strength :fwells thy boiling ; Breatt, infus’ d “ me, 7 
And all thy. Godlike Father. breathes in thee ! Ley 
Yet. more, from. mortal. Mitts I purge: thy Eyes, ' 
16s And fet, to View. the warring Deities... boa ot 
4 7  Thefe 


ss 
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Thefé!feécthou' fhun;’:thra’ all: th? einbattled Plain} £ 
Nor rafhly ftrive where-human - Forte Js waina.’ 2. 
If Venus mingle in the: mnertial, ‘Band, Oe 
Her'{halt:thow: wound:: So! Pallas gives Cotntdand> 
With that, the blacey’d Virgin witg’d her Flight; 170 
The Hero! rath’d impetuous to the Fight’; 2 bo. 
With tenfold Ardor néw ‘invades ‘the Plait) vio. 
Wild with. Delay,.and. more: énrag’d. by: Paan. os Dic 
As on the’ fleety-Flocks, wheri- Hunger callgiok 
Amidft the’Field-a brirtdled ‘Lyon ‘falls fof: 1 175 
If chance!fome Shepherd with.a diftant Dart /s/ 
The Savage wound; he: rowzes. atthe. Smart, 5: “<> 
He foams, ‘he roars-;. The Shepherd:dares nét fay; - - 
But trembling leaves the featt’ring-Flocks a: Prey. ° 
Heaps falton Heaps:, he bathes with Blood the Ground, 12 
Then. leaps victorious o’er the lofty.Moundi: : | - 
Not with lefs Fary’ {tern T ydides flew, See a 
And two: brave Leaders at an Inftant' flew;-:5 |} 
Aftynous breathlefs -fell, and by his fide 2 002+ « 
His People’s Paftor, good’ Hypenor,. dy’d 3... «185 
Aftynons’ Breaft ‘the deadly Lance-receives,... |: 
Hypenor’s Shoulder:his broad Faulchion cleaves. 
ae G Thofe 
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Thofe flain he left!:and “{prung swith noble. — 
Abas;‘and- Pobyidas to: engage 5.5 2. vis ae 

190 Sons of Eurydamds, aie wife and old, a 
Could Fates forefee, and. myftic Dreams. unfold ; sf 
-:"Fhe Youths return’d not from the doubtful Plam, 
And the fad Father try’d his Arts in vam; © = 
No myftic Dream could make their Fates ePpeat 

x95 Tho’ now determin’d by Z'ydides’ Spear. 
| Young Xasthus next and [hoon felt his Rage, an 

-- The Joy and Hope of Pheensps feeble Age, 

Vaft was his Wealth, and thefe the only Heirs; | | 
Of all his Labours, and a Life of Cares; | 
coCold Death o’ertakes them in their blooming i 7 
And Teaves the Father unavailing Tears: | 
‘To Serangers now defcends his heapy Store, 
The Race forgotten, and the Name no moze. 
Two Sons of Priam m one Chariot ride, 
205Glitt’ring in Arms, and combate Side by Side. 
As when the lardly Lyon feeks -his Food 
Where grazing Heifers range the lonely Wood, 
He leaps amidft them with a furious Bound, | 
Bendstheir ftrong Necks,and tears them totheGround. 
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So from: ‘their Seats the Brothet-Chiefs are totti, “+10 
Their Steeds dnd Chariot’ to. the Navy born... 
With: deep Conctrn divine Aineds view'd Sn 
The Eoe: prevailing, and his Friends purfu’d,: 
Thro’ ‘the thick Storm of finging Spears he firey, | 
Exploring Pandar&t with careful Eyes, °° >) “ais 
At length he’ fouhd -Lycdon’s mighty Son;.)0 | 
To whom the Chief: of Venus’ Racé beguii. 2 
‘Where, Pandaras, are all. thy Honotits :ndw; 
Thy winged Arrows and tinerring Bow, : >". . : 
Thy matehlefs Skill, thy yetunrival’d Fame, © * 
And boafted Glory of the Lyctad Name? © 
Oh pierce: that Mortal, if we Mortal call. 
That wondrous Force by which whole Asmics fall, 
Or God incens’d, who quits the diftant Skies. 2 
To punith Troy for flighted Sacrifice ; ht tag 
(Which oh avert from out unhappy State! - 
For what fo dreadful as Celeftial Hate?) 
Whoe’er he be, propitiate ‘fove. with Pray’r; 
If Man, deftroy ; if God; entreat to fpare. 
To him the Lycian. Whom your Eyes behold, +230 
If isos I judge, is Diomed the bold. : 
- Such 
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Such; Courferé whirl -bum: {o'er the: difty: Field, | 
So tow’rs-his}clmet): anid: o: flashes: hist Shield el 
If ’*tis & tod, che Wears: that -Chief’s Difguife ; - 
235 Or if Olat Chieb;: fomeAduardian of: the.$kies. 1): 
Involit’d;ins Galdads; ‘pratedts »-bim:in the F; ray, a4 
—y::And turns unfeeni thé fraftiate Dart away:.> 
I wing’d: anCArrow, which. not iaddy.. fell, 3.05 02 37. 
The Stroke: hhdofix’d bint to. the: Gates of Hell, 
240 And, ibat :foxne Sods: fonte’ anory- God. withftands 
His Fate wasidue:to' thefé unerring: Hands) 0 E 
Skill’d in 'the'Bow, of Foot I fousht the War, ee 
Nor join’d: ‘fwift Morfes. to'the rapid Car. 53:0. 
Ten polith’d Charidts ¥ poflefi'd at homie. © 
o4s Atid’ fill they grace: Liyenon’s Prinecly Domes’. - ' 
There -veil’d ‘it -{pacious' Coverlets.'‘they ftand.;: °°? 
:: And twice ten Cowrfers wait: their ord’s Command. 
The good old Watrior bade’ me’ truft-to:thefe, - ; 
When firft for: Troy. fai’d-the facred Seas, 
150In Fields; aloft; the whirling Car to guide =’ 
And thro” the Ranks of Death triumphant tide. © 
‘But vaih with Youth, and yet: to: Thrift inclin’d, 
I heard his Counfels with unheedful Mind,- 


And 
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And thought the Steeds (your large Supplies unknown) 
Might fail of Forage in the ftraiten’d Town: 255 
So took my Bow and poimted Darts in hand, 
And left the Chariots in my Native Land. 

Too late, O Friend! my Rafhnefs I deplore ; 
Thefe Shafts, once fatal, carry Death no more. 
Tydeus’ and Atreus’ Sons their Points have found, 260 
And undiffembled Gore purfu’d the Wound, 
In vain they bled: This unavailing Bow 
Serves not to flaughter, but provoke the Foe. 
In evil Hour thefe bended Horns I ftrung, 
And feiz’d the Quiver where it idly hung. —___.265 
Curs’d be the Fate that fent me to the Field, | 
Without a Warrior’s Arms, the Spear and Shield ! 
If eer with Life I quit the Trojan Plain, 
If e’er I fee my Spoufe and Sire again, , 
This Bow, unfaithful to my glorious Aims, 270 
Broke by my-Hand, fhall feed the blazing Flames. 

To whom the Leader of the Dardan Race: 
Be calm, nor Phebus’ honour’d Gift difgrace. 
The diftant Dart be prais'd, tho’ here we need © 
The rufhing Chariot, and the bounding Steed. —27 

| H Againtt 
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Againft yon’ Hero let us bend our Courfe, 

And, Hand to Hand, encounter Force with Force. 
Now hafte, afcend my Seat, and from the Car 
Obferve my Father’s Steeds, renown’d in War, 


280 Practis'd alike to turn, to ftop, to chace, 


To dare the Shock, or urge the rapid Race: 
Secure with thefe, thro’ fighting Fields we go, 
Or fafe. to Troy, if ‘fove affift the Foe. 


Hafte, ferze the Whip, and fnatch the guiding Rein; 4 


285 The Warrior’s Fury let this Arm fuftain ; 


Or if to Combate thy bold Heart incline, 


Take thoy the Spear, the Chariot’s Care be mine, 


O Prince! (Lycaon’s valiant Son reply’d) | 
As thine the Steeds, be thine the Task to guide. 


290 The Horfes practis’d to their Lord’s Command, 


Shall hear the Rein, and anfwer to thy Hand. 
But if unhappy, we defert the Fight, 
Thy Voice alone can animate their Flight : 


-Elfe hall our Fates be number’d with the Dead, 


295 And thefe, the Victor’s Prize, in Triumph led. 


Thine be the Guidance then : With Spear and Shield 
My felf will charge this Terror of the Field. 
And 
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And now both Heroes ttiount the glitt’ring Car ; 
The bounding Courfers rufh amidft the War. 

Their fierce Approach bold Sthenelus efpy’d, 300 
Who thus, alarm’d, to great Tydides cry’d. 

O Friend ! two-Chiefs of Force immenfe I fee, 
Dreadful they come, arid bend their Rage on thee: 
Lo the brave Heir of old Lycaon’s Line, 

And great Alneas, fprung from Race Divine! — 30s 
Enough is giv’n to Fame, Afcend thy Car; 
And fave a Life, the Bulwark of our War. 

At this the Hero caft a gloomy Look, | 
Fix’d on the Chief with Scorn, and thus he fpoke. 
Me doft thou bid to fhun the coming Fight, ad 
Me would’ft thou move to bafe inglorious Flight ? 
Know, ’tis not honeft in my Soul to fear, 

Nor was T'ydides born to tremble here. 
I loath in lazy Fights to prefs the Car, 
At diftance wound, or wage a flying War; 315 
But while my Nerves are ftrung, my Force entire, 
Thus front the Foe, and emulate my Sire. 
Nor {hall yon’ Steeds that fierce to Fight convey 
Thofe threatning Heroes, bear them both away ; 

One 
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3toOne Chief at leaft beneath this Arm fhalk die « 
So Pallas tells me, and forbids to fly. 
_ But if fhe dooms, and if. no God withftand, . 
That both fhall fall by one victorious Hand ; 
' Then heed my Words: My Horfes here detain, 
325 Fix’d to the Chariot by the ftraiten’d Rein ; 
Swift to Aineas’ empty Seat proceed, 
And ferze the Courfers of A‘therial Breed. 
The Race of thofe which once the thund’ring God 
For ravifh’d Ganymede on Tros beltow’d, | : 
330 Lhe beft that eer on Earth’s broad Surface mn, 
Beneath the rifing or the fetting Sun. 
Hence great Auchifes ftole a Breed unknown 
By mortal Mares, from fierce Laomedon. 
Four of this Race his ample Stalls contain, - 
335 And two tranfport neas o’er the Plain. 
Thefe, were the rich immortal Prize our own, 
Thro’ the wide World fhould make our Glory known. 
_ Thus while they fpoke, the Foe came furious on, 
And ftern Lycaon’s warlike Race begun. . | 
340 Prince, thou art met. ‘Tho’ late in vain affail’d, 
The Spear may enter where the Arrow fail’d. 
He 
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He faid, then fhook the pondrous Lance and flung, 

On his broad Shield the founding Weapon rung, 

Pierc’d the tough Orb, and in his Cuirafs hung. 

He bleeds! The Pride of Greece ! (the Boafter cries.) 345 

Our Triumph now, the. mighty Warrior lies!" 

-Miftaken Vaunter! Diomed reply’d ; = 

Fhy Dart has err’d, and now my Spear be try’: 

Ye fcape.not both ; One, headlong from his Car, 

With hoftile Blood fhall glut the God df War. . 350 
He fpoke, and rifing’ hurl’d his forceful Dart, 

Which driv’n by Padas, ‘piere’d a vital Part; 

Full in ‘his Face’it enter’d, and. betwixt’ 

The Nofe and Eye-ball ‘the proud ale: fat 

Crath’d all his Jaws, and cleft the Tongue: uid i355 

°Till the bright, Point look’d out beneath ‘thé Chin. 

Headlong he falls, his Helmet knocks the Ground’; 

Earth. groans beneath him, : and ‘his. Arms. refourd; 

The ftarting Courfers ttemnble with Affnght;) i]. 

The Soul :indignant feeks the’ Realms of Night. : + 
To puard his flaughter’d Friend, ineas flies, ‘ 

His -_ — where the om lies ;. 


360 


-} 


L Watchful 
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Watchftl -he wheels, protedts it ev’ry way, 

As the git Lyoty ftalks: around his Prey, | 
36sOver the fall’n Trunk his ample Shield difplay’d, 
_ He hides the Herd with ‘his mighty Shade, 

And threats aloud: The Greéks with longing Eya 

Behold at diftariée, but forbear the Privé. : 

‘Then fierte T'ydédes: ftoops; and from the. Fields: 
svoHeav'd with vat Force, a Rocky Frapment-wields.. 

Net two ftrong Men th’ enormous Weight could raife, 

Such Men as live in theft degenrate Days. © 

He {wung it round; and gath’ring Strenéth to throw, 

‘Difcharg’d: the -pond’rovs Ruin at the Foe. _ 

375 Where: to the Hip th’ uifetted Thigh unites, 
Fall onthe Borie the pointed Marble lights’; 

Thro’ both the Téndlons broke the rugged Stone, 

Aud ftripp’d the Skin, ahd crack’d! the folid- Borie, 

Sunk ‘on this Kinees ‘abd flage’ring with his iit wf 

380 His falling Balk ‘his berided :Arnt: Gafbins 5: Pits tk 
Loft’ in a dizzy Milt the Warrior lies; hae 
A fiadden Cloud comes fwimming o’ér a — 

There the brave Chief who tighty Numbers fway’d 

Opprefs’d had funk to Death’s Eternal Shade, 

ee. 4} But 
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But Heav’nly V enns; mindfat of the Love Bs 
She bore Anchifes in th’ Idean Grove, 
His Dang ver views with Anguifh and Defpair, » 
And euards her Offspring with a Mother’s Care. 
About her much-lov’d Son her Arms fhe throws, 
Her Arms whofe Whitenefs match’d the falling Snows 390 
Screen’d from the Foe behind her fhining Veil, : 
The Swords wave harmlefs, and the Javelins fail e 
Safe thro’ the rufhing Horfé arid feather’d Flight’ 
Of founding Shafts, the beats him froin the F ight. 
Nor Sthenelus, with unaflifting ‘Hands, cr 
Reimain’d unheedful of his Lord’s Commands: + 
His panting Steeds, remov’d from out the War, 
He fix’d: with ftraiten’d.‘Traéés to the Car, 
Next ruthing to the Dardan Spoil, detains °° 
The heaw’nly Courfers with the flowing Manes. “400 
Thefe in proud Triumph to. the Fleet: —,, 
No longer tow a Frejan Lord obey"d.” vis nda 
That Gharge to ‘bold Deipylus ‘he pave, | 2 in oe 
(Whom moft he lov’th, as brave Men-love the ae) 
Ther mounting on his-Car; refuri’d the Rein! 
And: follow’d where: Tydides. ie the Plain. - 
. Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile (ms Conqueft ravith’d from ee , 
The raging Chief jn chace of V. enus flies : 
No Goddefs -She, commiffion’d to the Field, - 

410 Like Pallas dreadful -with her fable Shield, . 
Or. fierce Bellona thund’ring at the Wall, -. a te 
While Flames afcend, and mighty Ruins fall. 

He knew foft- Combates -{utt the tender ee : 
New to the Field, and ftill:- a Foe to Fame: 

415 [hro’ breaking Ranks his furious Courfe he bends: 
And: at the Goddefs his broad Lance: ‘extends ; 3 
Thro’ her bright Veil: the daring Weapon dove 
Th’ Ambrofial: Veil Which ‘all. the Graces ‘wove: :: 
Her fnowie. Hand: the razing Steel profan’d, , 

oAnd the tranfparent Skin with Crimfonrftain’d, 7 

From the clear Vein a Stream immortal ‘flow’d,. ~~ 

_ Such Stream ‘as iffues from .a. wounded God ;> 1 > 
Pure Emanation | _Uricorrupted Flood ; TT onl 
Unlike our grofs, difeas’d, tefreftrial Blood : 

425(For not the Bread. of Man their Life fultains,. 
Nor Wine’s inflaming Juice fupplies their Veins). 
With tender: Shrieks the Goddefs fill ‘d the Place,.: cs 
And dropt her Offspring from her weak Embrace.’ 

| . + Him 
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Him Phebus took: He cafts a Cloud around '- * 
The fainting Chief, and wards the mortal Wound, 430 
Then with a Voice that fhook the vaulted Skies, 
The King infults the Goddefs as fhe flies . °° 
Ill with ‘fove’s Daughter bloody Fights agree, 
The Field of Combate is no Scene for thee:, |; 
Go, let thy own foft Sex employ thy Care, 43g 
Go lull the Coward, or delude the Fair... ~{ | 
Taught by this Stroke, ‘renounce the War’s Alarms, 
And learn to tremble at the Name of Arms. ! °° > 
Tydides thus. ‘The Goddefs, feiz’d with Dread; 
Confus’d, diftracted, from the Conflict fled. . - 5440 
To aid her, fwift the winged Jrzs flew, | 
Wrapt in a Mift above the warring Crew. 
The Queen of Love with faded Charms the found, . 
Pale was her Cheek, and livid look’d the Wound. ' 
To Mars, who fate remote, they bent their ways 445 
Far on the left, with Clouds involv’d, he lay; _- 
Befide him ftood his Lance, diftain’d with Gore; . 
And, rein’d with Gold, his foaming’ Steéds before. . 
Low at his Knee, fhe begg’d, with ftreaming Eyes, 
Her Brother’s Car, to mount the diftant Skies, “450 
| K And 
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And fhew’d the Wound by fierce F'ydides giv’n, * 


_A tmortal Man, who dares ‘encounter Heay’n. 


Stern Mars attentive hears the Queen complain, 
And to her Hand commits the golden Rein :. 


45sShe mounts the Seat opprefs’d with filent Woe, |” 


There ftopp’d the Car, and there the Courfers ftood 


Driv’n by the Goddefs of the painted Bow. 


_ The Lath refounds, the rapid Chariot flies, 


And in a Moment fcales the lofty Skies.” 


j 


450 Fed by fair Jris with Ambrofial Food. = 


Before her Mother Love’s bright Queen appears, 


« O’erwhelm’d with Anguifh and diffolv’d in Tears ; 


She rais’d her in her Arms, beheld her bleed, 
And ask’d, what God had wrought this guilty Deed? 


6s Then fhe: This Infult from no God I found, 


An impious Mortal gave the daring Wound! 


Behold the Deed of haughty Diomed! — 


*Twas in the Son’s Defence the Mother bled’ 
The War with Troy no more the Grectans wage ; 


470 But with the Gods (th’ immortal Gods) engage. — 


Dione then. ‘Thy Wrongs with Patience bear, 
And fhare thofe Gniels inferior Pow’rs. mult fhare ; 


Unnum- 
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Unnumber’d Woes Mankind from ts fuftain, 

And Men with Woes afflict the Gods again. — 

The mighty Mars in mortal Fetters bound, 475 

And lodg’d in Brazen Dungeons under Ground, 

Full thirteen Moons imprifon’d roar’d in vain ; 

Otus and Epbialtes held the Chain: 

Perhaps had perith’d ; had not Hermes’ Care 

Reftor’d the groaning God to upper Air, _ 480 

Great Fuav’s {elf has born her Weight of Pain, 

Th’ imperial Partner of the heav’nly Reign ;. 

LAmphitryon’s Son infix’d the deadly Dart, 

And fill’d with Anguifh her immortal Heart. 

Ev’n Hell’s grim King Alcides? Pow’r confeft, 485 

The Shaft found Entrance in his Jron Breaft, 

To Fove’s high Palace for a‘Cure he fled, | 

~ Pierc’d in his own Dominions of the Dead; —. 

Where Peon fprinkling heav’nly Balm around, — 

Affwag’d the glowing Pangs, and clos’d the Wound. 490 

Rath, impious Man! to ftain the bleft Abodes, .. 

And drench his Arrows in the Blood of Gods! — 
But thou (tho’ Pa#as urg’d thy frantic Deed) 

Whofe Spear ill-fated makes a Goddefs ‘bleed, 


Know 
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495 Know thou, whoe’er with heav’nly Pow’r contends, 
Short is his Date, and foon his Glory‘ends; “~ * 
From Fields of Death when late he fhall' retire,’ ~ 
No Infant on ‘his Knees fhall call him Sire. 

Strong as thou art, fome God may yet be found, 
soo Lo ftretch thee. pale and gafping on the Ground; .” 
Thy diftant Wife, gzale the Fair, an 
_ Starting from Sleep with a diftracted Air, 
Shall rowze thy Slaves, and her loft Lord:deplore,: 
The brave, the great, the glorious, now ‘no: more! | 
sos ‘This faid,. fhe’ wip’d from Venus’ wounded Palm 
The facred J¢hor, and infus’d the Balm. | 
—-Funo and Pallas:with a Smile furvey’d, 
And thus to ‘foue began the blue-ey’d Maid. 
Permit thy Daughter, gracious ‘ove! to tell 
stoHow this. Mifchance the Cyprian Queen befell. 
As late fhe try’d with Paffion to inflame. 
_ The tender Bofome of a Grectan Dame, 
Allur’d the Fait with moving Thoughts of Joy, 
To quit her Country for fome-Youth of Troy; ' 
sts Lhe clafping Zone, with. golden Buckles bound, 
Raz’d ‘het foft Hand with this lamented Wound. ° 
The 
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- The Sire of Gods and Men fupéridr cai, 

And, calling Venus, thus addreft his Child. - 

Not thefé: O Daughter, ate thy proper Cares, °° 
Thee milder Arts befit, and fofter Wars; .-. 9 520 
- Sweet Smiles are thine and kind ehdearing Charms, 
To Mars and Pallas leave the Deeds.of Arms. 

_ Thus they in Heav’n: While on the Plain-below ; 
The fierce ‘T'ydides’ charg’d his Dardan Foe: - 
Fluth’d with Celeftial Blood: purfu’d: his ay, 52g 
And fearlefs dar’d the thréatning God of Day ; “_ 
Already in his Hopes he fw 'him-kilFd, 

— Tho’ fereen’d behind Apéo’s mighty Shield.’ 
Thrice rufliing furious, at the Chief he ftiook ; 

His blazing Buckler thrice Apollo thook: == _—-530 
He 'try’d the fourth: When breaking from thé Cloud, 

A inore ‘than mortal Voice was heard aloud. 

- O Son of Tydens, ceafe’ bé wife and fee 
How vaft the Diff’rence of the Gods and Thee; + 
Diftance immenfe ! betweeni ‘the Pow’ a ‘that thine ‘535 
Above, ‘Eternal, Deathlefs,and Divine, - 7 
“And mortal Man !a Wretch/6f hanible it est 
A fhort-liv’d Reptile in the Duft of Eatth. 

mae a L ‘So 
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So {poke the God who darts Celeftial Fires; 

sso He dreads his Fury, and fome Steps retires. 
Then Phebus bore the Chief of Veuus? Race. - 

-. To Troy’s high Fane, and to his Holy Place ; 
Latona there and Phebe heal’d the Wound, : 

With Vigor arm’d him, and with Glory crown’! 
s45 This done, the Patron of the Silver Bow. 

_ A Phantom rais’d, the fame in Shape and —_ 
With great Aineas ; fuch the Form he bore, 
And fuch in Fight the radiant Arms he wore. . - 
Around the ‘Spectre bloody Wars are wag’d, . 

ssoAnd Greece and Troy with clafhing Shields-en ogee 
Meantime on Hion’s Tow’r Apallo, ftood, | 

And calling Mars, thus. urg’d the raging God. 
| Stern Pow’r of Arms! by: whom the Mighty: fall 
Who bathe in Blood, and {hake th’ embattel’d Wall! ; 
sss Rife in thy Wrath! To Hell’s abhorr’d Abodes . 

_ Diss yan’. Greek, ami vindicate the Gods, . 

_ Firlt xofie Vesus felt his brutal Rage; 

Me next he charg’d,: and dares. all Heav’ n engage’ 

The Wretch would brave high Heav’ns immortal Size, 

s6o His triple Thunder, amd his Bolts of Fire, 
| | _ The 
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The God of Battel iffues on the Plain, ” 
Stirs all the Ranks, and fires the Trojam Train ;- 
In Form like Acamas, the T’bractan Guide, . 
Enrag’d, to Troy’s retiring Chiefs he cry’d. 
How long, ye Sons of Priam! will ye fly, 565 
And unreveng’d fee Priam’s People die? | 
Still unrefifted fhall the Foe deftroy, ost 
And ftretch the Slaughter to the Gates of Tvoy? *. 
Lo brave Atneas finks beneath his Wound, . 
Not Godlike Heéfor more in Arms tenown’d: . ‘570 
Hafte all, and take the gen’rous Warrior’s Part. 
He faid; new Courage fwell’d each Hero’s Heart. : 
Sarpedo firft his ardent Soul exprefs'd, 
And, turn’d to Heffor, thefe bold Words addrefs’d. - 
Say, Chief, is alk thy ancient Valor loft, . ‘75 
Where are-thy Threats, and where thy glorious — 
That propt alone by Priam’s Race thould ftand: 
Troy's facred Walls, nor need a foreign Hand? _ | 
Now, now thy Country calls her wanted F = 
And the proud Vaunt in juft Detifion- ends: : . 58 
Remote they ftand, whikt Alien Troops engage, .: — 
Like trembling Hounds before the Lion’s Rage. 
—_ : an Far 
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Far diftant hence I held my wide Command, 1 
Where: foaming Xanthus laves the Lycian Land; 

s8s With ample Wealth (the Wifh ‘of. Mortals)-bleft,;: 
A beauteous Wife, and Infant at her Breaft;: ~.. 
With thofe I left. whatever dear ‘could be: 
Greece, if fhe conquers, nothing wins: from te::”°s 
Yet firft in Fight my Lycian Batds I cheat) 2 
‘s9cAnd long to meet this mighty Man ye fear. 
While Heéor idle ftands,. nor bids the Brave: ‘ ' 
Their Wives, their Infants, and their Altars-fave. © 
Hafte, Warrior,-hafte! preferve thy threaten’d State 5 ; 
Or one vat Burft of all-involving Fate - 7 
s9Full o’er your Tow’rs thall fall, and fweep away 
Sons, Sires, and: Wives, an undiftin guifh’d ‘Prey. oe 
-Rowze all. thy Trojans, urge thy ‘Aids to’ ‘fight ; 
Thefe claim thyT houghts byDay,th y WatchbyN ight: 
With Force inceffant the brave Greeks oppofe ; he 
6oo Such Cares thy Friends deferve, and fach thy Foes.: 
Stung'to the Heart the gen ‘tous Hear’ hears; ~ : 
_ But juft Reproof with decent Silence béars. °° 
From his: proud -Car the Prince impetuous n es 
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On Earth ‘he leaps ; ‘his ‘Brazen’ Armor” ring 
| _ 
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Two fhining Spears are brandifh’d in his Hands ;-° 605 
Thus arm’d, he animates his drooping Bands, : 
Revives their Ardor, turns their Steps from Flight, ’, 
And wakes anew the dying Flames of Fight. © 
They turn, they ftand: The Greeks their Fury dare, 
Condenfe their Pow’rs, and wait the growing War. 610 

As when on Ceres’ facred Floor the Swaih — 
Spreads the wide Fan to clear the golden Grain, .° 
And the light Chaff, before the Breezes born, 
Afcends in Clouds from off the heapy Corn; | 
The grey Duft, ‘rafirig with collected Winds, © 61g 
Drives o'er the Barn, and whitens all the Hinds | 
So white with Duft the Greczan Hoft appears, |: 
From. trampling Steeds, and thundring Charipteers, - . 
The dusky Clouds. from. labour’d Earth arife,- fe ap 
And rofl in f{moaking Volumes to the ‘Skies ;, '! 60 
Mars: hovers oer them with his fable Shield, ;. 

And adds new Horrors to ‘the darken’d: Field 5: 

Pleas’d with his Charge, and ardent’ to Fulfill : 

In Troy's Defence Apollo's heav’nly Will :: a 

Soon as ftom Fight the blue-ey’d Maid retires,» fos 

Each Trojan Bofom. with new Warmth he fites. |<; 
M , And 


46 HOMERs ILIAD. BooxV. 

_ And now the God, from forth his facred. Fane, 

Produc’d: Aineas to the fhouting Train; -.... | 
Alive, unharm’d, with all ‘his Peers around,. 

630 Erect he ftood, and vig’rous from. his Wound: . 
Enquiries none they made; the dreadful Day 
No Paufe of Words admits, no dull Delay ; 

Fierce Difcord ftorms,. Apolo loud exclaims, . 

Fame calls, Mars thunders, and the Field’s in Flames: 
635 Stern Diomed with either Ajax food, 

And great Ulyffes, bath’d in hoftile Blood. 

- .Embodied clofe, the lab’ring Grecian Train 
The fierceft Shock of charging Hofts fuftain ; 
Unmov’d and filent, the whole War they wait, 

640Serenely dreadful, and as fix’d as Fate. 

So when th’ embattel’d Clouds in dark Array - 

- Along the Skies their gloomy Lines difplay, © 
When now the North his boift’rous Rage has fpent, 
And peaceful fleeps the liquid Element,- =" 

64s The low-hung Vapors, motionlefs and ftill, - 
Reft on the Summits ofthe fhaded Hill; . 

-?Till the Mafs {catters as the Winds arife, 
Difpers’d and kroken thro’ the ruffled Skies, — 
nn Nor 
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Nor was the Gen’ral wanting to his Train, | 
From Troop to ‘Troop he toils thro’ all the Plaini6so 
Ye Greeks be Men! the Charge of Battel bear; 
Your brave Affociates, and Your-felves revere ! - 
Let glorious Acts more glorious Acts infpire, 
And catch from Breaft to Breaft the noble F ire! 
On Valor’s fide the Odds of Combate lie, 6s 
The Brave dive glorious, or lamented die; | 
The Wretch who trembles in the Field of F ame, 7 
Meets Death, and worfe than Death, ‘Eternal Shame. | 

_ Thefe Words he feconds with his flying Lance, | 
To meet whofe Point was {trong Deicoon’ s Chance ; 660 
AEneas’ Friend, and in: his native Place 
Honour’d and lov’d like Priam’s Royal Race : 
Long had he fought the foremoft in the Field : 
But now the Monarch’s Lance tranfpierc’ d his Shield; 
His Shield too weak the furious Dart to ftay, 665 
Thro’ his broad Belt the Weapon forc’d its way ; . 
The grizly Wound difmifs’d his Soul to Hell 3 
His Arms around him rattled as he fell. | 

Then fierce :Alveas brandifhing his Blade, 


- Duft ae and Crethon laid, na 
| - Whote 


tA 
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Whofe Siré Déicleus, wealthy, brave and.great,. 
In well-built Phere held his lofty’ Seat:... 
Sprung: from Alpheus, | plenteous Stream ! that yields 
Encreafe of Harvefts to the Pylzan Fields:-..: - 
675 He got Orfilochus, Drocleus He,-. cee toed 
And thefe defcended in the third Degree. _. 
_ Too early expert in the.martial.Toil, ©. 5 | 
In fable Ships they left their native Soil, ' 
TY avenge Atrides: Now, untimely flaih, 2 oO 
680 They fell with Glory on. the Pbrygzan Plain. 


So two young: Mountain Lions, nurs’d with Blood 


A 


en 


Ruth fearlefs to the Plains, and. mal to 
Depopulate the Stalls and wafte the Fold.; 

cts” Till- pierc’d at diftance from their native Den, es 

O’erpow’r'd they. fall beneath the Force of Men, ;~ | 

‘Proftrate on Harth their beauteous Bodies lay, ::: 


Like Mountain Firs, as tqll and: f{tpait as; they: oe 


Great Mewelaus. views with pitying Eyes, -. 2 iy 


690 Lifts his bright Lance, and at the Victor fies  t2 


Mars urg’d him on; yet, ruthlefs in his Hate, . 
The God but urg’d him.to provoke his Fate. 
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He thus advancing, Neftor’s valiant Son 
Shakes for his Danger; and neglects his own ; 

Struck with the Thought, fhould Helen ’s Lord be flain, 695 
And all his Country’s glorious Labours vain. 

Already met the threat’ning Heroes ftand ; 

The Spears already tremble in their Hand ; 

In rufh’d Antiochus, his Aid to bring, 

And fall or. conquer by the Spartan King. — 700 
Thefe feen, the Dardan backward turn’d his Courfe, 
Brave as he was, arid fhunn’d unequal Force, | 
The breathlefs Bodies to the Greeks they drew ;_ 
Then mix in Combate and their Toils renew. 
 Firlt Pylemenes, great in Battel, bled, 705 
Who fheath’d in Brafs the Papblagonzans led. 
Atrides mark’d him where fublime he ftood ; 

Fix’d in his Throat, the Javelin drank his Blood. 

The faithful Mydon as he turn’d from Fight _ 

His flying Courfers, funk to endlefs Night: © = 7% 

A broken,Rock by Neffor’s Son was thrown, 

His bended Arm receiv’d the falling Stone, | 
From his numb’d Hand the Iv’ry-ftudded Reins 
Dropt in the Duft are trail’d along the Plains. 

N Meanwhile 
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715 Meanwhile his Temples feel a deadly Wound ; 

_ He groans in Death, and pondrous finks to Ground : 
Deep drove his Helmet in the Sands, and there — 
The Head ftood fix’d, the quiv’ring Legs in Air: 
’Till trampled flat beneath the Courfer’s Feet, 

70 The youthful Victor mounts his empty Seat, 
And bears the Prize in Triumph to the Fleet. 

Great Heffor faw, and raging at the View 
Pours on the Greeks : The T; rojan ‘Lroops purfue :. 
He fires. his Hoft with animating Cries, ) 

75And brings along the Furies of the Skies. 
Mars, ftern Deftroyer! and BeZona dread, 
-Flame in the Front, and thunder at: their Head: 
This fwells the Tumult and the Rage of Fight; 
That fhakes a Spear that cafts a dreadful Light ; 
730 Where Heéfor march’d, the God of Battels fhin’d, 


Now ftorm’d before him, and now rag’d behind. — 


_ Tydides paus'd amidft his full Carrier ; 
Then firft the Hero’s manly Breaft knew Fear. _ 
As when fome fimple Swain -his Cot forfakes, 


735 And wide thro’ Fens an unknown Journey takes ;_ 


If 
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If chance a fwelling Brook his Paffage flay, 
And foam impervious crofs the Wand’rer’s way, 
Confus’d he ftops, a Length of Country paft, 
Eyes the rough Waves, and tir’d returns at laft. 
Amaz’d no lefs the great Z'ydzdes ftands; = 7400 
He ftay’d, and turning, thus addrefs’d his Bands. 
No wonder, Greeks! that all to Heétor yield, 
Secure of fav’ring Gods, he takes the Field ; 
His Strokes they fecond, and avert our Spears : 
Behold where Mars'in mortal Arms appears! 745 
Retire then Warriors, but fedate and flow; _ | 
Retire, but with your Faces to the ‘Foe. 
Truft not too much your unavailing Might ; 
Tis not with Toy, but with the Gods ye fight. 
. Now near the Greeks the black Battalions drew ,750 
And firft two Leaders valiant Heéfor flew, 
His Force Anchialus and Mnefthes found, 
In ev’ry Art of glorious War renown’d ; 
In the fame Car the Chiefs to Combate ride, 
And fought united, and united dy’d. toe 
Struck at the Sight, the mighty Ajax glows 
With Thirft of Vengeance, and affaults the Foes. 
| His 
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His maffy Spear. with miatchlefs Fury: fent. 
Thro’ Amphius’ Belt. and heaving .Belly:went: - 

760 Amphius Apefus’ happy Soil poflefs’d, 

With Herds abounding, and with Treafure blefs’d ;" 

.. But Fate refiftlefs from his.Country led 
The Chief, to perifh at his People’s Head. 

Shook with his Fall his Brazen Armor rung, 

765 And fierce, to feize it, conqu’ring Ajax fprung : 
Around his Head. an Iron Tempeit rain’d ; 

. A Wood of Spears his. ample Shield fuftain’d ; — 
Beneath-one Foot the yet-warm Corps he. preft, 
And drew his Javelin from the bleeding: Breaft : 

770He could no-more; The fhow’ring Darts deny’d 
To. fpoil his glitt’ring Arms,:and Plumy Pride. 
Now. Foes on Foes came pouring on the Fields, - 
With briftling Lances, and compacted Shields ; 
"Till in the Steely Circle ftraiten’d round, | 

_775Force’d he gives way, and fternly quits the Ground. 

_ While thus they ftrive, Tlepslemus the great, 

. Urg’d by the Force of unrefifted Fate, 
Burns with Defire Sarpedon’s Strength to prove ; 
Alcides’. Offspring meets the Son of ‘ove. : 
: Sheath’d 
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Sheath’d in bright Arms each adverfe Chief came on, 780 
Fove’s great Defcendent, and his greater Son. 
Prepar’d for Combate, e’re the Lance he toft, 
The daring Rhodzan vents his haughty Boatt. 

What brings this Lyctan Counfellor fo far,’ 
To tremble at our Arms, not mix in War? _. 78s 
Know thy vain felf, nor let their Flatt’ry move | 
Who ftyle thee Son of Cloud-compelling Fowe. 
How far unlike thofe Chiefs of Race divine, | 
How vaft the Diff’rence of their Deeds and thine ?. 
Fove got fuch Heroes as my Sire, whofe Soul. 790 
No Fear could daunt, nor Earth, nor Hell controul. 
Troy felt his Arm, and yon’ proud Ramparts ftand 
Rais’d on the Ruins of his vengeful Hand: _ 
With fix {mall Ships, and but a flender Train, 
He left the Town a wide, deferted Plain =——>_95 
But what-art thou? who deedlefs look’ft around, — 
While unreveng’d thy Lyczans bite the Ground : 
Small Aid to Zroy thy feeble Force can be, . | 
But wert thou greater, thou muft yield to me. | 
Pierc’d by my Spear to endlefs Darknefs go! —8c0 
I make this Prefent to the Shades below. 

O The 
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The Son of Herdules, the Rhodian Guide, 
Thus haughty fpoke. “The Lycian King reply’d.- 
Thy'Sire, O.Prince ! o’erturn’d the T'rojan State, * * 
825 Whofe: perjur’d Monarcli well deferv’d his Fate ;~ 3 
Thofe jheav’nly. Steeds the Hero fought ‘fd far, ~ 
Falfe he detain’d, the yutt Reward: of War: of 
Nor fo:content, the ger’rous Chief defy’d, — 
With-bafe Reproaches'and unmanty Pride) (¢ 
810 But you, unworthy the high Race ‘you bdaft 
Shall ‘raife my Glory when thy own: is Ioft:.  } 
_ Now: meet thy Fate, and by Sarpedon flain 
Add ohe more Ghoft to Piute’s gloomy Reign. ~~ 
He faid: Both Javelins at an Fnftant flew: 4 
815Both ftrook, both wounded, but Sarpedon’s flew: — 
Full in the Boafter’s Neck the Weapon ftood, 
-Transfix’d his Throat, and drank the vital Blood ; 
The Soul difdainful feeks the Caves of Night, 
And hys. feal’d Eyes for ever lofe the Light. 7 
820 Yet not in vain, Tlepolemus, was thrown 
Thy angry Lance; which piercing’ ‘to the Borie — 
- Sarpedon’s Thigh, had robb’d the Chief of Breath ; j 
But ‘Fove was prefent, and forbid the Death. | 


Born 
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Born from the Conflict by -his Lyctan Throng, 
The wounded Hero dragg’d the Lahce along. 82 
(His Friends, each. bufy’d in .his fev’ral Part, 
Thro’ Hafte, or Danger, had not drawn the. Dart) 
The Greeks with flain 7lepolemus retir’d; > 
Whofe Fall Ulyffes view’d, -with Fury fir’d ; ’ 
Doubtful if'fove’s .great Son he fhould purfue, 
Or pour his Vengeance on the Lyctan Crew. 
But Heav’n and Fate the firft Defign withftand, — 
Nor this great Death muft grace Ulyffes’ Hand, ° 
Minerva drives him. on the Lyczay ‘Tyain ; : 
Alaftor, Chromtus, Halius ftrow’d. ‘the Plain, 835 
Alcander, Prytanis, Noétmon fell, a 
And Numbers more his Sword had. fent to | Hell : 
But Heéor faw; and furious at the Sight, 
Rufh’d terrible amidft the Ranks of Fight. | 
With Joy Sarpedow view’d the wifh’d Relief, 840 
And faint, lamenting, thus implor’d the Chief. 

Oh fuffer not the Foe to bear away 
My helplefs Corps, an unaflifted Prey. 
If I, unbleft, muft fee my Son no more, | 
My much-lov’d Confort, and my native Shore, 84s 

a Yet 


0 


Wo 
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Yet let me die in Ilion’s facred Wall ;. | 
Troy, in whofe Caufe I fell, fhall mourn my Fall. . 
He faid, nor Hector to the Chief replies, 
But fhakes his Plume, and fierce to Combate flies, 
350 Swift as a Whirlwind drives the fcatt’ring Foes, 
And dyes the Ground in Purple as he goes. 
Beneath a Beech, ‘fove’s confecrated Shade, 
His mournful Friends divine Sarpedon aid : 
Brave Pelagon, his fav’rite Chief,. was nigh, 
85s Who wrench’d the Javelin from: his finewy Thigh. 
The fainting Soul ftood ready wing’d for Flight, 
And o’er his Eye-balls fwum the Shades of N ight. 
But Boreas rifing frefh, with gentle Breath, 
Recall’d his Spirit from the Gates of Death. 
860 The gen’rous Greeks recede with tardy Pace, 
Tho Mars and’ Heéor thunder in their Face ; 
- None turn thew Backs to mean ignoble Flight, 
Slow they retreat, and ev’n retreating fight. 
Who firft, who laft, by Mars and Hefor’s Hand 
865 Stretch’d in their Blood lay gafping on the Sand? — 
Teuthras the great, Oreffes the renown’d , 
_ For manag’d Steeds, and Trechus prefs’d the ential 
4 Next 
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Next Oenomaus, and Oceuops’ Offspring dy’d ; 

Oresbius laft fell groaning at their fide: 

Oresbius, in his painted Mitre gay, SSB 
In fat Beotia held his wealthy Sway, | 

‘Where Lakes furround low fyle’s watry Plain; 
A Prince and People ftudious of their Gain. 

The Carnage uno from the Skies furvey’d, |< 
And touch’d with Grief befpoke the ‘blue-ey’d Maid. 875 
Oh Sight accurft ! Shall faithlefs Zroy prevail, - 
And {hall our Promife to our People fail?. - 

How vain the Word to Menelaus giv’n 

By ‘fove’s great Daughter. and the Quéen of Heav’r n, 
Beneath his Arms that Priam’s Tow’rs fhould fall; 3% 
* If warring Gods for ever guard the Wall? °°. . 
Mars, .red with Slaughter, aids our hated Foes: 
Hafte, let us arm, and Force with Force oppofé! 

She fpoke ; Minerva burns to meet.the War: : 
And now Heav’ns Emprefs calls her blazing Car. : 2 
At her Command rufh forth ‘the Steeds Divihe ; 
Rich with immortal Gold their Trappings thine. “ 
Bright Hebi waits; by Hebé, ever young, 

The whirling Wheels are to the Chariot hung.:. - 
/ > 3 a On 
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890On the bright Axle turns the bidden Wheel; 
Of founding Brafs ; the polith’d Axle Steel, 
Eight brazen Spokes un radiant Order flame ; 
The Circles Gold, of uncorrupted Frame,. |: 
Such as the Heav’ns produce: and round the Gold 
89s Two brazen Rings of Work divine were roll’d. °. 
The boffie Naves of folid Silver fhone; 
.. Braces of Gold fufpend ‘the moving Throne : 
The Car behind an arching Figure bore ; 
The bending Concave form’d an Arch before. 
scoSilver the Beam, th’ extended Yoke was Gold, 
And golden Réins th’ immortal Courfars hold. 
 Herfelf, impatient, to the ready Gar’. ©. 
The Courfers joins, and breathes Revenge and War ° 
Pallas difrdbes; Her radiant Veil unty'd, . 
sos With. Flow’rs adorn’d, with Art diverfify’d, 
(The dabour'd Veil her -heav’aly Ringers wove) : 
> Flows on the’ Pavement ‘of the Court of ‘foue. 
Now-Heav’ns dread Arms. her mighty Limbs inveft, 
‘Fove’s Cuirafs blazes on her ample Breaft;, 
gro Deck’d in fad Triumph for the. mournfal F ield, 
O’er her broad Shoulders + hangs his horrid - Shield, 
; Dire, 
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Dire, black, tremendous! Round the Margin rell’d, 
A Fringe of Serpents hiffing guards the Gold: 
Here all the Terrors of grim War appear,  _ 
Here rages Force, here tremble Flight and Fear, |: 915 
Here ftorm’d Contention, and here Fury frown/d ; 
And the dire Orb Portentous Gorges crown’d. |: 
The maffy golden Helm fhe next aflumes, 
That dreadful nods with four o’erfhading Ptumes; _ 
So vaft, the broad Circumference contains ..* ~— 90 
A hundred Armies on a hundred Plains. - 
The Goddefs thus th’ imperial Car afcends; 
Shook by ‘her Arm’the mighty Javelin bends, 
Pond’rous and huge; that when her. Fury burns, | 
Proud Tyrants humbles, and whole Hotts o’erturns.” 925 
Swift at the Scourge th’ Ethereal Courfers’ay, 
While the fmooth Chariot cuts the liquid Sky. - 
Heav’n Gates fpontaneons opén to the Pow’rs, = 
Heav’ns golden Gates, kept by the. winged: Hours ; 
Commiffton’d in alternate Watch to ftland,.-. 930 
‘The Sun’s bright Portals and the Skies command, : 
Involve in Clouds th’ Eternal Gatés of Day, 
Or the dark Barrier roll with Eafe away, 
| The 
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The ‘founding Hinges ring: On-either fide 
935 The-gloomy Volumes, pierc’d with Light, divide, 
The Chariot mounts, where deep in ambient Skies,’ ; 
-Confus’d, Olympus’ hundred Heads arife ; | 
Where far apart the Thund’rer fills his Throne, 
O’er'all the Gods, fuperior and alone.° 
940 [here with her fnowy Hand the aia feftrains | 
The. fiery Steeds, and thus to ‘ove complains. 
O Sire !. can no Refentment. touch. thy Soul? - 
Can Mars rebel, and does no Thunder roll? 
What lawlefs. Rage on yon’ forbidden Plain... ~~ 
45 What'rafh Deftruction | and what Heroes lain? > 
Venus,.and. Phebus with the dreadful Bow, 
.s Smileon the Slaughter, and enjoy.my Woe. | 
Mad, furious Pow’r! whofe unrelenting -Mind © 
No .God can. govern, and no Juftice bind: — 
gsoSay, xsmighty Father \' Shall we. {courge his Pride, « 
And drive from. Fight th’ impetuous Homicide?’ § 
To whom affenting, thus the Thund’rer faid : - 
Go! and the great Minerva be.thy Aid. 
To tame the Monfter-God Minerva knows, 
9ssAnd oft’-affliéts his Brutal. Breaft with'Woes. — 
He 
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He faid ; Saturna, ardent to obey, 

L:afh’d her white Steeds along th’ Aerial Way. 

Swift down the Steep of Heav’n the Chariot rolls, 

Between th’ expanded Earth and ftarry Poles, 

Far as a Shepherd, from fome Point on high, 960 

~ Over the wide Main extends his boundlefs Eye, _ 

Thro’ fuch a Space of Air, with thund’ring Sourid, 

At ev’ry Leap th’ Immortal Courfers bound. 

Troy now they reach’d, and touch’d thofe Banks Divine 

Where Silver Szwtois and Scamander join. 965 

There Funo ftop’d, and (her fair Steeds unloos’d) — 

Of Air condens’d a Vapor circumfusd = 

For thefe, impregnate with Celeftial Dew 

On Simos’ Brink Ambrofial Herbage grew. 

Thence, to relieve the fainting Argeve Throng, 97 

Smooth as the failing Doves they glide along. 

The beft and braveft of the Grectan Band _ 

(A warlike Circle) round T'ydides ftand : 

Such was their Look as Lions bath’d in Blood, — 

Or foaming Boars, the Terror of the Wood. 978 

Heaw’ns Emprefs mingles with the mortal Crowd, 

And fhouts, in. Stentor’s founding Voice, aloud: _ 
ae Q —_ Stentor 
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Stentor the ftrong, endu’d with Brazen Lungs, © 
Whofe Throat furpafs’d the Foree of fifty Tongues. 
98 Inglorious Argeves! to your Race a Shame, 
And only Men in Figure and in Name! 
Once from their Walls your tim’rous Foes engae’d, 
While fierce in War divine Achilles rag’d ; 
Now iffuing fearlefs they poffefs the Plain, 
985 Now win the Shores, and f{carce the Seas rémain. 
Her Speech new Fury to their Hearts convey’d ; 
While near T’ydides ftood th’ Athenian Maid : 
The King befide his panting Steeds fhe found, 
O’erfpent with Toil, repofing on the Ground ; 
930 To cool ‘his ‘glowing Wound he fate apart, 
(The Wound inflicted by the Lycian Dart) 

‘Large Drops of Sweat from all his Limbs defcerid, 
Beneath his pond’rous Shield his Sinews bend, 
Whofe ample Belt that-o’er his Shoulder lay, — 

-9ssHe eas’d ; and wafh’d the clotted Gore away. ' — 
The Goddefs leaning o’er the bending Yoke, — 
© Befide his Courfers, thus her Silence broke. | 
Degen’ rate Prince! and not of Tydeus Kind, 
Whofe little Body lodg’d a mighty Mind. 
ers 3 Foremoit 
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Foremolt he prefs’d, in glorious Toils to fhare, +> 
And fcarce refrain’d when I forbad the War. 
Alone, unguarded, once he dar’d to go, 
' And feaft encircled by the Theban Foe ; | | 
There brav’d, and vanquifh’d, many a hardy Knight ; 
Such Nerves I gave him, and fuch Force in F ight, “1035 
Thou too no lefs haft been my conftant Care ; 
Thy Hands I arm’d, and fent thee forth to War: 
But Thee or Fear deterrs, or Sloth detains ; ot 
No Drop of all thy Father warms thy Veins. 
The Chief thus anfwer’d mild. . Immortal Maid ! 10:0 
I own thy Prefence, and confefs thy Aid. - 
Not Fear, thou know’ft, withholds.me from the inn 
Nor Sloth hath feiz’d me, but thy Word reftrains : / 
From warring Gods thou bad’ft me turn my Spear, © 
And Venus only found Refiftance here, > © tas 
_ Hence, Goddefs! heedful of thy high Commands, 
Loth I gave way, and warn’d our Argive Bands: © 
For Mars, the Homicide, thefe Eyes beheld,’ 
With Slaughter red, and raging round the F ield. | 
Then thus Minerva. Brave Tydides hear! |< s0. 
Not Mars himfelf, nor ought Immortal fear. 
| Full 
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Full on the God impell thy foaming Horfe : 
Pallas. commands, and PaWas lends thee Force. 
Rafh, furious, blind, from thefe to thofe he flies, . 
as And ev’ry fide of wav ring Combate tries; 
Large Promife makes, and breaks the Promife made : 
Now gives the Grecians, now the Tro yans Aid. 
She faid, and to the Steeds approaching near, . 

Drew from his Seat the martial Charioteer. - 

roio The vig’rous Pow’r the trembling Car afcends, 

Fierce for Revenge ; and Diomed attends. 

The groaning Axle bent beneath the Load ; 

So great a Hero, and fo great a'God. 

‘She {natch’d the Reins, fhe lath’d with all her Force, 
o3sAnd full on Mars impell’d the foaming Horfe: | 

But: firft, to hide her Heav’nly Vilage, fpread 

Black Orcus’ Helmet o’er her radiant Head. 

Juft then Gigantic Periphas lay flain, - 

The ftrongeft Warrior of th’ A%tolian Train ; 

1040 ‘he God: who flew him, leaves his proftrate Prize 
Sttetch’d where he fell, and at T'ydides flies, 
Now rufhing fierce, in equal Arms appear, 
The daring Greck ; the dreadful God of War! 

Full ~ 
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Full at the Chief, above his Courfer’s Head, 

From Mars his Arm th’ enormous Weapon fled: ica 

Pallas oppos’d her Hand, and caus’d to glance 

Far from the Car, the {trong immortal Lance. 

Then threw the Force of T'ydeus’ warlike Son ; 

The Javelin hifs’d ; the Goddefs urg’d it on: 

Where the broad Cincture girt his Armor round, 1050 

It pierc’d the God: His Groin receiv’d the Wound. 

From the rent Skin the Warrior tuggs again 

The fmoaking Steel. Mars bellows with the Pain: ° 

Loud, as the Roar encountring Armies yield, 

When fhouting Millions fhake the thund’ring Field. 105s 

Both Armies ftart, and trembling gaze around ; 

And Earth and Heav’n rebellow to the: Sound. 

As Vapors blown by Aufter’s fultry Breath, 

Prepnarit with Plagues, and fhedding Seeds of Death, 

Beneath the Rage of burning Sirius tife, 1060 

Choak the parch’d Earth, and blacken all the Skies ; ' 

In fuch a Cloud the God from. Combate driv’n, — 

High o’er the dufty Whirlwind fcales the Heav’n, | 

Wild with his Pain, he fought the’ bright Abodes, — 

There fullen ‘fate beneath the’Sute of Gods, 96 
t R - Show’d 
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Show’d the Celeftial Blood, and with a Groan 
Thus pour’d his Plaints before th’ immortal Throne: 
Can Jove, fupine, flagitious Facts furvey, 
And brook the Furies of this daring Day ? 


1070 For mortal: Men Celeftial Pow’rs engage, 


And Gods on Gods exert Eternal Rage. 

From thee, O Father! all thefe Ills we bear, 
And thy fell Daughter with the Shield and Spear : 
Thou gav’ft that Fury to the Realms of Light,’ 


ors Pernicious, wild, ‘regardlefs of the Righti =~ 1! 


All Heav’n befide revere thy Sov’reign Sway,:: .' 
Thy Voicé we hear, and. thy Behefts obey: © 1 
“Tis hers toffend’; and ev’n offending fhare. — 

Thy Breaft, thy Counfels, thy diftinguith’d Care: - 


:8S0 boundlefs fhe, and thou fo partial grown,  - 


Well may ‘we deem ‘the wond’rous Birth thy own, - 
Now frantic Dzomed,. at her Command, | ., 
Againft th’ Immortals lifts his raging Hand: ©... 
The heaw’nly Venss: firft his Fury found, 


8s Me next’encount’ring, me he dar’d to snide 


Vanquilh’d I fled: -Ev’n [, the God of F ight; 
Fr rom mortal Madnefs fcarce was fav'd by F light, 
’ | Elfe 
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Elfe hhad’{t thou feen me fink on yonder Plain, 
Heap’d round, and heaving under Loads of flain ; | 
Or pierc’d with Grecian Darts, for Ages lie, 1090 
Condemn’d to Pain, tho’ fated not to dic. 

Him thus upbraiding, with a wrathful Look 
"The Lord of Thunders view’d, and ftern befpoke. 
To me, Perfidious! this lamenting Strain? 

OF lawlefs Force  fhall lawlefs Mars complain?» 
Of all the Gods who. ttead the fpangled Skies, _- 
Thou moft unjuft, moft odious in our: Byet 


Inhuman Difcotd is thy: dire Delight, : = 35 
The Wafte of Slughtér,:.and. the Rage of Fight f 
No Bound, no Law thy. fiery Temper. quells, 5 ts 


And all thy Mother in: thy Sdul:rebells. 0 

In vain our Threats, in vain our Pow’r we ufe; 

She gives th’ Example, and her Son purfues. 

Yet long th’ infli@ted Pangs thou fhalt not mourn, 

' Sprung fince thou art from fove, and Heav’nly born. +s 

Elf, fing’d with Light’ning, had’ft thou hence been 
thrown, 

Where chain’d on burning Rocks the Titans groan. 


oe ee ee 


Thus 


63 HOMER’ ILIAD. BooxV. 


Thus He who thakes Olympus with his Nod : 
Then gave to Pawon’s Care the bleeding God. 

10 With gentle Hand the Balm he pour’d around, 
And heal’d th’ immortal Flefh, and clos’d the W ound 
As when the Fig’s preft Juice, infus’d in Cream, 
To Curds coagulates the liquid Stream, 

Sudden the Fluids fix, the Parts combin’d ; 

‘sSuch, and fo foon, th’ Aitherial Texture join’d. 
Cleans’d from the Duft and Gore, fair Hebé dreft 
His mighty Limbs in an immortal Vett. . 
Glorious he fate, in Majefty reftor’d, | 

_Faft by the Throne of Heav’ns fuperior Lord, 
s1200°'Funo and Pallas mount the bleft Abodes, 
Their Task es and 1 mix among the Gods. 
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I. 


.  Verset. RUT Pallas now, &c.] As im evety jut 
: Hiftory Picture thére is one principal 
Figure, to which all the reft refer and 
ate fubfervient; fo irt each Battel of the 
Wiad there is one principal Perfon, that may properly be call’d 
the Hero of shat Day or Action. ‘This Conduct préferves the 
Unity of the Piece, and keeps the Imagimation from being diftra- 
&ed and confufed with a wild Number of independent Figures, 
which have no Subordination to each otkter. Fo make this pro- 
bable, tomer fappofes thefe extraordinaty Meafures of Courage 
to be the immediate Gift of the Gods ; who beftow them fome- 
tines upon one, and fometimes upon another, as they think 
fit to make them the Inffruments of their Defigris; an Opi- 
nion conformable to true Theofogy, Whoever reflects upor 
this, will not blame our Author for repreferiting the fanie 
Heroes brave at one gime, arid difpirited at artother ; juft as 
the Gods affift, or abarrdon them or different Oceafioris. 
H, 
Verse r. Pydides.} Rat we may enter itito' thd Spirit 
and Beauty of this Book, it will be proper to‘fertle the true 


Character of Dtomed who is the Hero of it. Achilles is no 
: fooner 
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OBSERVATIONS on 


fooner retired, but Homer raifes his other Greeks to fapply his 
Abfence; like Stars that fhine each in his due Revolution, till 
the principal Hero rifes again, and eclipfes all others. As 
Dimed is the firft in this Office, he feems to have more of 
the Character of Achilles than any befides. He has naturally 
an Excefs of Boldnefs and too much Fury in his Temper, for- 
ward and intrepid like the other, and ruining after Gods or Men 
promifcuoufly as they offer themfelves. But what differences his 
Character is, that he is foon reclaim’d by Advice, hears thofe 
that are more experienced, and in a word, obeys Minerva in 
all things. He is affifted by the Patronefs of Wifdom and Arms, 
as he is eminent both for Prudence and Valor. That which 
characterizes his Prudence is a quick Sagacity and Prefence of 
Mind in all Emergencies, and an undifturb’d Readinefs in the 
very Article of Danger. And what is particular in his 
Valor is agreeable to thefe Qualities ; his Actions being al- — 
ways performed with remarkable Dexterity, Atiivity, and 
Difpatch. As the gentle and manageable ‘Turn of his Mind — 
feems drawn with an Oppofition to the boifterous Temper of 
Achilles, fo his bodily Excellencies feem defign’d as in Con- 
trafte to thofe of 4jax, who appears with great Strength, but 
heavy and unwieldy. As he is forward to.ac& in the Field, 
fo is he ready to {peak in the Council: But ’tis obfervable 
that his Counfels ftill incline to War, and are byafs’d rather 
on the fide of Bravery than Caution. ‘Thus he advifes to 
reject the Propofals of the Trojans in the feventh Book, and 
not to accept of Helex her felf, tho’ Paris fhould offer her. 
In the ninth, he oppofes Agamemnon’s Propofition to return 
to Greece, in fo {trong a manner, as to declare he will ftay 
and continue the Siege himfelf, if the General fhould de- 
part. And thus he hears without Concern Achilles’s Re- 
fufal of a Reconciliation, and doubts not to be able to carry 
on the War without him. As for his private Character, he 
appears a gallant Lover of Hofpitality in his Behaviour to 
Glaucus in the fixth Book ; a Lover of Wifdom in his Affift- 
ance of Neffor in the eighth, and his Choice of Uiy/Jes to ac- 
company him in the tenth; upon: the whole, an open fin- 
cere Friend, and a generous Enemy. 


The 


thee Firtn Book. - 


The wonderful AGtions he performs in this Battel; feent 

to be the Effect of a.noble Refentment at the Reproach he 
had receiv’d from Agamemnon in the foregoing Book, to 
which thefe Deeds are the Anfwer. He becomes immediately 
the fecond Hero of Greece, and dreaded equally with Achilles 
by the Trojans. At the firft Sight of him his Enemies make a 
Queftion, Whether he is a Man ora God? neas and Pandarus 
go againft him, whofe Approach terrifies Sthenelus, and the 
Apprehenfion of fo great a Warrior marvelloufly exalts the 
Intrepidity of Diomed. AEneas himfelf is not fav’d but by 
the interpofing of aDeity: He purfues and wounds that Deity, 
and Atneas again efcapes only by the Help of a ftronger 
Power, Apollo, He attempts Apollo too, retreats not till the 
God threatens him in his own Voice, and even then retreats 
but a few Steps. When he fees. Heétor and Mars himfelf in 
open Arms againft him, he had not retir’d tho’ he was 
wounded, but in Obedience to Minerva, and then retires with 
his Face toward them. But .4s foon as fhe permits him to 
engage with that God, he conquers, and fends him groaning 
to Heaven. What Invention and: what Conduc& appears in 
this whole Epifode ? What Boldnefs in raifing a Character to 
fuch a Pitch, and what Judgment in raifing it by fuch De- 
grees 2 While the moft daring Flights of Poetry are employ’d 
to move our Admiration, and at the fame time the jufteft 
and clofeft Allegory, to reconcile thofe Flights to moral 
Truth and Probability 2 It may be farther remark’d, that 
the high Degree to which Homer elevates this Character, en+ 
ters into the principal Defign of his whole Poem; which is 
to fhew, that the greateft Perfonal Qualities and Forces are 
of no Effect when Union is wanting among the chief Rulers, 
and that nothing can avail till they are reconciled fo as to 
act in Concert. | ) = ae | 
Il. 
Verse 5. High on his Helm Celeftial Lighfnings -play.] 
This beautiful Paflage gave occafion to Zoslus for an iifipid 
Piece of Raillery, who ask’d how it happen’d that the Hero 
efcap’d burning by thefe Fires'-that continually broke from 
| T 


his 
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his Armor? Exffathias anfwers, that there are feveral Exam- 
ples in Hiftory, of. Fires being. {een to break forth from hu- 
man Bodies as Prefages of Greatnefs and Glory. Among the 
reft, Pistarch in the Life of Alexander defcribes his Helmet 
much in. this manner. This is enough to warrant the Fiati- 
on, and were there no fuch. Example, the fame Author fays 
very well that the Imagination of a-Poet is not to be an 
ned to ftrié& Phyfical. Truths, Bue alt Objections may eafily 
be removed, if we confider it as done by Mimerva, who had 
determined this Day to raife Diomed above all the Heroes; 
and caufed this Apparition to render him formidable. The 
Power of a God makes it not only allowable but highly no- 
ble, and greatly imagined by Homer; as well as correfpon- 
dent.to'a Miracle in holy Serspture, where Afs/es is defcribed 
with a.Glory fhining on his-Face at his Defcent from Mount 
Sinai, a Parallel which Spondanws has taken notice of. 

: Virgsl was too fenfible of the Beauty of this Paffage not to 
imitate it, and it muft be ownedhe has furpafled his Original. - 

 Avdet apex capits, criftefgue ac verixe flamma 

.. Bundaur, & vaftos umbo-vermit aureus ignes, 

- INon fecus ac kensda fi quando notte Cometa — 
Sangusnes lugubre rubent : aut Sirius ardor,. 
.... Llle fitim morbofane ferens mortahbus:agris, °. 
-. Nafistur, & have contriftat lumine colum. 


in Hamer’s: Comparifon.there is no other Circumftance alle 
ded to but thae of a remarkable Brightriefs: Whereas “irgs/'s 
Comparifon., . befide this,.::feems .to’foretel the- immenfe 
Staughter his Hero was:to make, by comparing him firft to 
a Comet, which. is vulgarly imagin’d a Prognoftick, if nog 
the real Caufe of much Mifery to Mankind ;. and again -to. 
the Dog-ftar, which appearing with the greateft Brightnefs 
in the latter end of Summer, is fuppos’d the Occafion of all 
the Diftempers of that fickly Seafon. And methinks the Ob- 
jeGion of Macrabsus to this Place is not juft, who thinks the 
Simile unfeafonably apply’d.by Virgil to Alneas,. becaufe he 
was yet.on his Ship, and had not bepun the Bartel. One 
may anfwer, that this miraculous Appearance could never be 
; more 


the : Frrru'B OOK | 


riote proper than at the firfk Sight of the Hero, ta frike 
Terror into the Kaemy, and re prognofiicate his approach 
ing Videry, a we 7 : 
as rae we 42 | Oe & 


_ Virse x7. Kaus fed, Left the rich Cherie] -It is fnety 
iid by M. Dacier, thax Elomer appears perhaps greater by 
the Criticifms that have been patk upon him, than by the 
Praifes which have been given him. Zetdus had a Cavil at 
this Place; he thought it ridiculous in /deus to defcend froma 
his Chariot to fly, which he. might have done fafter by the 
help of his Horfes. Three things are faid in anfwer to this; 
fir, that Adews knowing the Pafion which Diamed had. for 
Horfes, might hope the Pleafure of f{eizing thefe would re- 
tard him from-purfuing him. Next, that Hower might de- 
fen ta reprefent in this AGtion of [deus the common: Effect 
of Fear, which diftusbs the Underftanding to fuch a degree, 
as to make. Men abandon the fureft means to fave rhemfelves. 
And then, that /deus might have fome Advantage of Diamed 
in Swiftnefs, which he had reafon to confide in. But I fancy 
one may add another Solution which will better account for 
this Paffage. Homer's word is iran, which I believe would 
he better tranflated so” perfeveravaz, than non fiflimut. defen- 
deve fretrem snterfeliam: and then the Senfe will be - clear, 
that /deus. made an Effort ta faye. his Brather’s Body, iwhich 
proving impracticable, he was obliged to fly. wich the pxmolt 
Precipitation. One may .add, that his alighting from: his 
Chariot was not that he could:run -fafter on :foot, bat thae 


he could fooner efcape ‘by mixing with thd Crowd of::com= 


mon Soldiers.. ‘There is 2 Particolar exactly of the fame Nae 
ture in the Book of -Fyages, Ch. 4.. W. 1's. where Sifera a- 
lights to fly in the fame. manners © 
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- Verse 40: Who bathe: in Blo} Vt thaySeem fomething 


bnnatural, that Pallas at a time whery fhe is.endeavouring ta 
work upon MMers under the Appearince of Benevolence and 
Kindnefs,: thould niake- ule of Terms which feem fo full of 


bitter 


TS 
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bicter Reproaches ; but thefe will appear very_ properly. 
applied to this warlike Deity. For Perfons of this ite 
tial Character, who fcorning Equity and Reafon, carry: 


all things by Force, are better pleas’d to be celebrated 
for their Power than their Virtue. Statues are rais’d to the 


Conquerors, that is, the Deftroyers of Nations, who are com- 


plemented for excelling in the Arts of Ruine. Demetrius the 
Son of Autigonus was celebrated by his Flatterers with the Ti- 
tle of Poliorcetes, a Term equivalent to one here made ufe 
of, 7 | _ Ao | 
eee VI. 


Verse 46. The God of Arms and martial Maid retreat.) 


The Retreat of Mars from the Trojans intimates that Cou- 


rage forfook them: It maybe faid then, that M@nerva’s Ab- 
fence from the Greeks will fignify that Wifdom deferted them 
alfo. ‘It is true fhe does defert them, but it is at a time when 
there was more occafion for gallant Actions than for wife 
Counfels, Exuffathius, a 


| _ we | 
| VERSE 48. The Greeks the Trojan Race purfue.} Homer 


always appears:very zealous for the Honour of Greece, which 
alone might be ‘a Proof of his being of that Country, againft 
the Opinion of thofe who would have him of other Nations. 
; Jt is obfervable thro’ the whole Iliad, that he endeavours 
every where to reprefent the Greeks as fuperior to the 7ro- 
gans in Valor-and.the Art of War. . In the beginning of the 
third Book he defcribes the Zrojans rufhing on to the Battel 
in a barbarous and: confus’d manner, with loud Shouts and 
Cries, while the Greeks advance in the moft profound Silence 
and exact Order. And in the latter Part of the fourth 
Book, where the two Armies march to the Engagement, the 
Greeks are animated by Pallas, while Mars. inftigates the 7ro- 
jans, the Poet attributing by this. plain as to the for- 
mer a well-conduéted Valor, to the latter rafh Strength and 
brutal Force: So that the Abilities. of'each Nation are di- 
ftinguifh’d by the Characters of the Deities who afift chem. 
Sid - 4 But 
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But in this Place, as Ex/fathsns obferves, the Poet being wil- 
ling to fhew how much the Greeks excell’d their Enemies 
when they engag’d only with their proper Force, and when 
each fide was alike deftitute of divine Affiftance, takes occa- 
fion to remove the Gods out of the Battel, and then each 
Grecian Chief gives fignal Inftances of Valor fuperior to the 
Trojans. | | | 

A modern Critick obferves that this conftant Superiority 
of the Greeks in the Art of War, Valor, and Number, ‘is 


contradictory to the main Defign of the Poem, which is to 


make the Return of Achilles appear neceflary for the Prefer- 
vation of the Greeks; but this Contradiction vanifhes when 
we refle& that the Affront given Achilles was the occafion 
of Fupiter’s interpofing in favour of the rojas. Wherefore 
the Anger of Achilles was not pernicions to the Greeks purely 


becaufe it kept him inaétive, but becaufe it occafion’d Fupser to — 


afi them in fach a manner, as made it neceflary to appeafe 
Achilles in order to render Jupiter propitious, 


VII. 


Verst 63. Back from the Car he tumbles.| It is in Poetry 
as in Painting, the Poftures and Attitudes of each Figure 
ought to be different: Homer takes care not to draw two Per- 
fons ‘in the fame Pofture; one is tumbled from his Chariot, 
another is flain as he afcends it, a third as he endeavours to 
efcape on Foot, a Conduct which is every whete obferved 
by the Poet. Lufathius. 7 


IX, 


Verse 75. Next arid Phereclus.} This Character of Phe- 
reclus is fmely imagined, 

common manner. There ran a Report, that the Trojans 
had formerly receiv’d an Oracle, commanding them to fol- 
low. Husbandry, and not apply themfelves to Navigation. 
Homer from aoe takes 2 Ae to feign, that the Ship- 
wright who prefumed to build the Fleet of Parts when fe 
took his fatal Voyage to — overtaken by the di- 


vine 


and prefents a-noble Moral in an un+ 
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vine Vengeance fo long after as in this Battel. One may 
take notice too in this, as in many other Places, of the re- 
markable Difpofition Homer fhews to Mechanicks ; he never 


omits an Opportunity either of defcribing a Piece of Work- 
manfhip, or of celebrating an Artift. 


X, 


Verse 92. Antenor’s Offspring from a foreign Bed, 
Whofe gen’rous Spoufe Theano heav’nly Fair, 
Nursd the young Stranger with a Mothers Care. 

Homer in this remarkable Paflage commends the fair Theand 
for breeding up a Baftard of her Husband’s with the fame 
Tendernefs as her own Children. This Lady was a Wo- 
man of the firft Quality, and (as it appears in the fixth Iliad} 
the high Prieftefs of Msnerva: So that one cannot imagine 
the Education of this Child was impofed upon her by the Au- 
thority or Power of Antenor ; Homer himfelf takes care 
to remove any fuch derogatory Notion, by particularizing 
the Motive of this unufual Piece of Humanity to have been 
to pleafe her Husband, xaedouévy xécer &. Nor ought we to 
teffen this Commendation by thinking the Wives of thofe 
Times in general were more -complaifant than thofe of our 
own. The Stories of Phoenix, Clytemnefira, Medea, and ma- 
ny others, are plain Inftances how highly the keeping of Mi- 
{trefles was ialtenal by the married Ladies. But there was 
indeed a difference between the Greeks and Afiaticks as to 
their Notions of Marriage: For it is certain the latter al- 
lowed Plurality of Wives ; Priam had many lawful ones, 
and fome of them Princefles who brought great Dowries. 
Theano was an Afiatick, and that is the moft we can 
gtant; for the Son fhe nurs’d fo carefully was apparently 
not by a Wife, but by a Miftrefs; and her Paffions were 
naturally the fame with thofe of the Grecian Women. 
As to the Degree of Regard then fhewn to the Baftards, they 
were carefully enough educated, tho’ not (like this of Ante- 
wor) as the lawfal Iffue, nor admitted to an equal fhare of 
Inheritance. Megapenthes and Nicoffratus were excluded from _ 
the Inheritance of Sparta, becaufe they were born of Bond- 

: | Women, 
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Women, as Panfanias fays. But Neoptolemus, a natural Son of 
Achilles by Detdamia, facceeded in his Father’s Kingdom, per- 
haps with refpect to his Mother’s Quality who was a Princefs. 
Upon the whole, however that Matter ftood, Homer was very 
favourable to Baftards, and has paid them more Complements 
than one in his Works. If I 4m not miftaken U/y/fes reckons 
himfelf one in the Odyffess. Agamemnon in the eighth Iliad 


lainly accounts it no Difgrace, when charm’d with the no- 


le Exploits of young 7eucer, and praifing him in the Rap- 
ture of his Heart, he juft then takes occafion to mention his 
legitimacy as a kind of Panegyrick upon him. ‘The Reader 
may confult the Paflage, W. 284 of the Original and V. 333 
of the Tranflation. From all this I fhould not be averfe to 
believe that Homer himfelf was a Baftard, as Virgél was, of 
which I think this Obfervation a better Proof, than what is 
{aid for it in the common Lives of him. 


x1,  s ° { 


Versé 166. ~—-——-Hypfenor, gen’rous andl devine; — * 
Sprung from the brave Dolopion’s mighty Lie 
Who near adord Scamander made Abode ; 
Prieft of the Stream, and bonour'd as a God. 
From the Number of Circumftances put together here, and 
in many other Paflages, of the Parentage, Place of Abode, 
Profeffion, and Quality of the Perfons our Author mentions ; 
I think it is plain he compofed his Poem from fome Records 


or Traditions of the A@ions of the Times preceding, and - 


complied with the Truth of Hiftory. Otherwife thefe parti- 
cular Defcriptions of Genealogies and other minute Circum- 
ftances would have been an Affectation extremely needlefs and 
unreafonable. This Confideration will account for feveral 


things that feem odd or tedious, not to add that one may 


naturally believe he took thefe Occafions of paying a Com- 
plement to many great Men and Families of his Patrons, 
both in Greece and Afra. 7 


XII, Verse 
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XI 


Verss 108. Down finks the Prieft.) Homer makes him 
die upon the cutting off his Arm, which is an Inftance of his 
Skill; for the great Flux of Blood that muft follow fauch a 
Wound, would be the immediate Caufe of Death. | 


XI. 


Verse 116. 7hus Torrents funft and firong.| This whole 
Paflage (fays Euffathius) is extremely beautiful. It de- 
{cribes the Hero carry’d by an Enthufiaftick Valor into the 
midft of his Enemies, and fo mingled with their Ranks as if 
himfelf were a Trojan. And the Simile wonderfully il- 
luftrates this Fury proceeding from an uncommon Infufion 
of Courage from Heaven, in refembling it not to a 
conftant River, but a Torrent rifing from an extraordinary 
Burft of Rain. This Simile is one of thofe that draws along 
with it fome foreign Circumftances: We muft not often ex- 
pect from Flomer thofe minure Refemblances in every Branch 


of a Comparifon, which are the Pride of modern Similes. If | 


that which one may call the main AGion of it, or the prin- 
cipal Point of Likenefs, be preferved; he affects, as. vo the 
relt, rather to: prefent the Mind with a great Image, than to 
fix it down to an exa@ one. He is fure to make a fine Pi- 
Gure in the whole, without drudging on the under Parts ; 
like thofe free Painters who: (one would think) had only made 


here and there a few very frgnificant Strokes, that give Form 


and: Spirit to all the Piece: For the prefent Comparifon, 
Kwgil in the fecond Aaerd has inferted an Imitation of ir, 
which I cannot think equal: ta.this, tho’ Scaliger prefers Vir- 
gifs to. all: our Author’s Similitudes from: Rivers put together. 


Non. fic aggeribus ruptes cum fpunseus amuzs 

Exit, oppofitafque evicit gurgite moles, | 
Fertur in arva furens cumulo, campofque per omnes 
Cum fiabulis armenta trabit-----—- 


“—- 


Not 
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Not with fo fierce a Rage, the foaming Flood | 
Roars, when he finds his rapid Courfe withftood } 
Bears down the Dams with unrefifted Sway, | 
And fweeps the Cattel and the Cotts away. 

, | . Dryden, 


— XIv. | 


' Verse 139. The Dart flopt fhort of Life.| Homer fays it 
did not kill him, and I am at a Lofs why M. Daceer tranflates 
it, The Wound was flight ; when juft after the Arrow is faid 
to have pierc’d guste thro’, and fhe herfelf there turns. it, 
Percost Tefpaule @outre en outre. “ad it been fo flight, he 
would not have needed the immediate Affiftance of Mierva 
to reftore his ufual Vigor, and enable him to continue the 


Fight, | 
a XV. 


~ Verse 164. From mortal Mifts I purge thy Eyes.| ‘This 
FiGtion of Homer (fays M. Dacier) is founded upon an. im- 
portant T ruth of Religion, not unknown to the Pagans, that 
God only can open the Eyes of Men, and enable them to 
fee what they cannot difcover by their own Capacity. . There 
are frequent Examples of this in the Old Teltament God: 
opens the Eyes of Hagar that fhe might fee the Fountain, in 
Genef. 211. W. 14. So Numbers 12. W. 31. Fhe Lord open'ad 
the Eyes of Balaam, and he faw the Angel of the Lord fianding 
in bis way, and bis Sword drawn in his Hand. A Paflage 
much refembling this of our Author. Venus in Virgils fe 
cond Aineid performs the fame Office to A“veas, and fhews. 
him the Geds who were engag’d in the Deftruétion of Troy. 

Afpice ; namque omnem que nunc obdutta tuents 

Mortales hebetat vifus t1bt, & humida circum 

Caligat, nubem eripiam- 7 ‘ 

Apparent dire facies, imimicaque Trod 

Numina magna Deum. 


, 


én 


Milton {eems likewife to have imitated this where he makes 


Michael 


$f 
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Michael open Adam's Eyes to fee the future Revolutions of the 
World, and Fortunes of his Pofterity, Book r1. 


———He puegd with Euphvafie and Ree. 
" Lhe vifual Nerve, for be bad much to fee, 
And from the Well of Life three Drops difidlPd. 


This diftinguifhing Sight of Dsomed was given him only for 
the prefent Occafion and Service in which he was employ’d 
by Pallas. For we find ia the fixth Book that upon meeting 
Glaucus, he is ignorant whether that Hero be a Man or 
a XVI. 


. Verse 194. Ne. myficc Dream.| This Line ia the Origi- 
nal, Tots 8x dexyomevois 6 yeewy éxelvat’ oveless, contains as puz- 
zling a Paflage for the Conftfaction as I have met bet ged 
Homer. Mott Interpreters join the negative Particle gx with 
the Verb exavero, which may receive three different Mean- 
ings: That Harydamas had not-interpreted the Dreams of his 
Children when they went to the Wars, or that he had fore- 
told them by their Dreams they fhould never rerurn from the 
Wars, or that he fhould now no more have the Satisfaction 
to interpret their Dreams at their Return. . After all, this 
Conftruétion feems forced, and no way agreeable to the ge- 
neral Idiom of the Greek Language, or to Hemer’s fimple Di 
G&ion in particular. If we join d with Zeveudves, I think the 
moft i Senfe will be this ; Domed attacks the two Sons 
of Eurydamas an old Interpreter of Dreams ; his Children 
hot retarning, the Prophet fought by his Dreams to know 
their Fate ; however they fall by the Hands of Diomed. 
This Interpretation feems natural and poetical, and tends to 
move Compaffion, which is almoft conftantly the Defign of 
the Poet im his frequent fhort Digreffions concerning the 
Circumftances and Relations of dying Perfons. - 


XVII. 


| VERse 202, 7% Strangers now deftends bis wealthy Svore.] 
This 
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This is a Circamftance than which nothing could be imagi- 
ned more tragical, confidering the Character of the Father. 
Flamer {ays ae Traftees of the remote ‘collateral Relations 
feiz'd the Eftate before’ his Eyes {according to a Cuftom of 
thofe Times) which to. a coveteus old: Man muft be the 
greatelt of Miferies, 22 © 25 uh fee 


XVI 


:. Versé.212. Dniwe £neas.| Ic is: here Leas hepiits to 
2&, and if we take a View of the whole Epifode of this Hero 
in Homer , where he makes but an Under-part , it will’ ap- 
pear that srg] has kept him: perfeétly in the fame Chara~ 
_ er in his Poem, where he fhines as the firft Hero, His 
Piety and -his Valor, tho’ not drawn at fo full 4 length, are 
moark'd no lefs in the Original than in the Copy. Tt is the 
manner of Homer co exprefs very. ftrongly the Charagter of 
each Perfon in the firft Speech he is made to utter in the 
Poem. In this of Ameas, there is a great Air of Piety in 
thofe Strokes, Js he fome God who punifbes Troy for having 
negletted his Sacrifices? And then that Sentence, Tbe Anger 
of Heaven 1s terrible. When he is in Danger afterwards, he 
is faved by the heavenly Affiftance of two Deities at once, 
and his Woands cured in the holy Temple of Pergamus by 
Latona and Diana. As to his Val, he is fecond only te 
ffeéor, and 'in perfonal Bravery as great in the Greek Author 
as in the Roman. He is made to exert himifelf on Emergen- 
cies of the fitft-Importance and Hazard, rather. than on com- 
mon Occafions: he checks Dsomed here in the midft of his 
Fury ;. in the thirteenth Book defends his Friend Desphobus 
before it was his Turn to fight, being placed in one of the hind- 
moft Ranks’ (which Homer, to take off all Obje@ion to his 
Valor, tells us happen’d becaufe Priam had.an Animofity to 
him, tho’ he was one of the braveft of the Army.) He is 
one of thofe who refcue Heffor when he is overthrown by 
Ajax in the fourteenth Book. And what alone were fuffici~ 
ent ¢o eftablifh him 4 firft-racte Hero, he is the firft that dares 
refift Achilles himfelf ac his Return to the Fight in all his 
Rage for the.Lofs of Patroclus, He indeed avoids gncoun- 


terin g 


84 


OBSERVATIONS: On 


tering two at once, in the: prefent Book ; :and fhews upon 
the whole a fedate and deliberate Courage, which if not fo 
glaring as that of fome others, is yet more juft, -It is worth 


confidering how thoroughly Vsrgé' penetrated into all this; 


and faw. into the very Idea of Homers fo 4s: to extend and 
call forth the whole Figure in its full Dimenfions and Colours 
from the flighteft Hints and Sketches which were but cafually 
touch’d by Homer, and even in.fomie Points too where they were 
rather left to be underftood, than exprefs’d. And this, by 
the way, ought to be confider’d by thofe Ciiticks- who objec 
to Virgil's Hero the want of that fort. of Courage which ftrikes 
us fo much in Homers Achilles. Atneas was not.the Crea- 
ture of Virgil's Imagination, but one whom the World: was 
already acquainted with, and expected to fee continued in — 
the fame Character; and one who perhaps was chofen for 
the Hero of the Letm Poem, not only as he was the Foun — 
der of the Remax Empire, but as this more calm ‘and regus 
ler Character better agreed. with the Temper and Genius of 
the Poet himéfelf, a 
| KIX. * 

Verse 242.: Skill'd in the Bow, &c.] We fee thro’ this 
whole Difcourfe of Pandarus the Character of a vain-glorious 
paflionate Prince, who being skill’d in the Ufe of the Bow, 
was highly valued by himfelf and others for this ‘Excellence ; 
but having been fuccefslefs in two different Trials of his Skill, 
he is rais’d into an outragious Paflion, which vents itfelf in 
vain Threats on his guiltlefs Bow. Eujlathsus on this Paf- 
{age relates a Story of a Paphlagonian famous like him for 
his Archery, who having mifs’d his Aim at repeated Trials, 
was fo tranfported by Rage, that breaking his. Bow and Ar- 
rows, he executed a more fatal Vengeance by hanging him- 


felf. 
: XX. 


Verse 244. Ten pokfh'd Chariots.) Among the many Pi- 
ctures Homer gives us of the Simplicity of the Heroic Ages, 
he mingles from time to time fome Hints of an extraordina- 


ye 
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ry Magnificence. We have here a Prince who has all thefe 
Chariots for Pleafure at one time, with their particular Sets 
of Horfes to each, and the moft fumptious Coverings in 


their Stables. But we muft remember that he fpeaks of an 


Afiatic Prince, thofe Barbarians living in, great Luxury. 
Dacser. 7 
XXI. 


VERSE 252. Yet to Thrift inchn'd.| *Tis Eufiathius his Re- 
mark, that Pandarus did this out of Avarice,. to fave the Ex- 
pence of his Horfes. | like this Conjecture, becaufe nothing 
feems more judicious, than to give a Man of a perfidious 
Character a {trong Tincture of Avarice. | 


XXII. = 
Verse 261. And undiffembled Gore purfi'd the Wound.) 


The Greek is drgexés aiua. He fays he is fure it was real 
Blood that followd his Arrow ; becaufe it was anciently 4 


Cuftom, particularly among the Spartans, to have Ornaments | 


and Figures of a purple Colour on their Breaft-Plates, that 
the Blood they loft might not be feen by the Soldiers, and 
tend to their Difcouragement. Plutarch in his Inftit. Lacon. 
takes notice of this Point of Antiquity, and I wonder it 
ef{cap’'d Madam Dacier in her Tranflation. _— 


AXII. 


Verse 273. Mor Phoebus’ honeur'd Gift difgrace.| For Ho- 
mer tells us in the fecond Book, W. 334 of the Catalogue, 
that the Bow and Shafts of Pandarus were given him ‘by 
Apollo. 7 ; 2 
| XXIV. 


Verse 284. Hafle, ferze the Whip, &c.| Homer means 
not here, that one of the Heroes fhould. alight ‘or .defcend 
from the Chariot, but only that he fhould quit the Reins to 
the Management of the other, and ftand on Foot upon the 
Chariot to fight from thence. As one might ufe the — 
| Y ion 
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fion, to defcend from the Ship, to fignify to quit the Helm 
or Oar, in order to take up Arms. This is the Note of Exu- 
fiathius, by which it appears that moft of the Tranflators 
are miftaken in the Senfe of this Paflage, and among the 
reft Mr. Hobbes. | 

XXV. 


Verse 320. One Chief at leaft beneath this Arm hall die.] 
It is the manner of our Author to make his Perfons have 
fome Intimation from within, either of profperous or adverfe 
Fortune, before it happens to them. In the prefent Inftance, 
we have feen A:neas, altonifl’d at the great Exploits of Dzo- 
med, propofing’ to himfelf the Means: of his Efcape by the 
Swiftnefs of his Horfes, before he advances to encounter 
him. On the other hand, Dromed is fo filled with Affurance, 
that he gives Ordersshere to Sthenelus to feize thofe Horfes, 


before they come up to him. The Oppofition of thefe two 


‘ 


(as Mad. Dacser has remark’d) is very obfervable. 
XXVI. 


Verse 327. Fhe Courfers of Athereal Breed.}| We have 
already obferved the great Delight Homer takes in Horfes: 
He makes fome Horfes, as well as Heroes, of celeftial Race: 
and if he has been thought too fond of the Genealogies of 
fome of his Warriors, in relating them even in a Battel ; we find 
him here as willing to trace that of his Horfes in the fame 
Circumftance. Thefe were of that Breed which Jupiter 
beftow'd upon res, and far faperior to the common Strain 
of Troan Horfes. So that (according to Enffathinss Opini- 
on)- the Tranflators are miftaken who turn Tesiot frro, the 
Trojan Horfées, in W. 222 of the Original, where Aeneas ex- 
tolls their Qualities to Pazdarus. ‘The fame Author takes 
notice, that Frauds in the Cafe of Horfes have been thought 
excufable in all Fimes, and commends Anchifeés for this 
Piece of Theft. gil was fo well pleas’d with it as to imi- 
tate this Paflage in the feventh Encid, | | 


Abfenti 


th Firru Book 


Abfenti Aenea currum, geminofque jugales 
Semine ab ethereo, {pirantes naribus ignem, 
Illorum de gente, patri quos dedala Crce 
Suppofita de matre nothos furata creavit. 


XX VIL 


_ Verse 353. Full m bis Face it enter'd.| \t has been ask’d, 
how Diomed being on Foot, could naturally be fuppos’d to 
give fuch a Wound as is defcrib’d here. Were it never fo 
improbable, the exprefs mention that Minerva conducted the 

avelin to that Part, would render this Paflage unexceptiona- 
ble. But without having recourfe to a Miracle, fuch a Wound 
might be receiv’d by Pandarus cither if he ftoop’d; or if his 
Enemy took the Advantage of a rifing Ground, by which 
means he might not impoflibly {tand higher, tho’ the other 
were in a Chariot, ‘This is the Solution given by the anci- 
ent Scholia, which is confirm’d by the Lownefs of the-Cha« 
riots, obferved in the Effay on Homer’s Battels, 


XXVIII. 


Verse 361. To guard his flaughter’d Friend Eneas fises.} 
This protecting of the dead Body was not only an Office of 
Piety agreeable to the Character of A:xeas in_ particular, bur 
look’d upon as a Matter of great Importance in thofe 
Times. It was believ’d that the very Soul of the deceas’d 
fuffer’d by the Body’s remaining deftitute of the Rites of Se- 
pulture, as not being elfe admitted to pafs the Waters of Styx. 


Hac omnis, quam cernis, mops inhumataque turba eff ; 
Portstor tle, Charon; hs, quos vebst unda, fepults 

Nec ripas datur horrendas & rauca fluenta 
Tranfportare prius, quam fedsbus offa quierunt. 

Centum errant annos, volitantque bec Intora circum, : 


Virg. Aun. 6. 
Whoever 
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Whoever confiders this, will not be furprized at thofe long and 
obftinate Combates for the Bodies of -the Heroes, fo frequent 
in the /had.. Homer thought it of. fuch Weight, that he 
has put this Circumftance of want of Burial into-tne Propo- 
fitton at the beginning of his Poem,: as one of the chief Mis- 
fortunes that befel the Greeks. 


X XIX, 
| VERSE 371. Not two firong Men] This Opinion of a 
Degeneracy of human Size and Strength in the Procefs of 


Ages, has been very general. Lucretius, Lib..2. 


 -  Famque adeo fratta eft etas, effectaque tellus — 
Kix animala parva creat, que cuntta creavit 
 Secla, deditque ferarum ingentia corpora partu. 


‘The aétive Life and Temperance of ‘the firlt Men, before 


their native Powers were prejudiced by Luxury, may be fup- 
pofed to have given them this Advantage. Cel/us in his firft 
Book obferves, that Homer mentions no fort of Difeafes in 
the old Heroic Times but what were immediately inflited by 
Heaven, as if their ‘Temperance and Exercife preferved them 


“from all befides. Virgil imitates this Paflage, with a farther 


“Allowance of the Decay in Proportion to the Diftance of his 
Time from that of Homer. - For he fays it was an Attempt 
that exceeded the Strength of swe/ve Men, inftead of two. 


eee Saxum circum[pict ingens-——- 
Vix illud lect bis fex cervice fubirent, 


- _ » Quaka nunc-hominum producit corpora tellus. 


Fuvenal has made an agreeable Ufe of this Thought in his 
fourteenth Satyr. | . 


Nam genus hoc vivo jam decrefcebat Homero, 
Terra males homines nunc educat, atque pufillos. 


XXX, 
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XXX. 


Verse 391. Hid from the Foe behind her fbining Veil.) 
Homer fays, fhe {pread her Veil that it might be a Defence’ 


apainft the Darts. How comes it then afterwards to be pierc’d 
thro’, when Venus is wounded? It is manifeft the Veil was 
not impenetrable, and is faid here to be a Defence only as it 
render’'d Aneas invifible, by being interpofed. This is the 
Obfervation of Exflathius, and was thought too material to 
be negle&ted in the ‘Tranflation. | 


XXXI. 


Verve 403. To bold Deipylus—-Whom moft be lov'd.| Sthe» 
melus (fays M. Dacier) loved Deipylus, parce qusl avoist la 


mefine humeur que lay, la mefme fageffe. The Words in the - 


. Original are or of Qecob deria ey. Becaufe bis Mind was e- 
qual and confentaneous to bis own; which I fhould rather 
tranflate, with regard to the Charaéter of Stbenelus, that he 


89 


had the fame Bravery, than the fame Wrfdom. . For that 


Sthenelus was not remarkable for Wifdom appears from ma- 
ny Paffages, and particularly from his =a to Agamemnon 
in the ak Book, upon which fee Piutarch’s Remark, 
Note 28. | 

| XXXII. 


Verst 408. The Chief sn chace of Venus fltes.| We have 
feeri with what Eafe Venus takes Paris out of the Battel in 
the third Book, when his Life was in danger from Mebelaus ; 
but here when fhe has a Charge of more Importance and 
nearer Concern, fhe is not able to preferve her felf: or het 
Son from the Fury of Dzomed. ©The difference of Succefs ‘in 
two Attempts fo like:each other, is-occafion’d by: that. Pebe- 
tration of Sight with which Paias had endu’d her Favorite. 
For the Gods in their Intercourfe with Men are hot .ordina- 
rily feen but when they pleafe to render themfelves vifible ; 


wherefore Venus might think her felf and het Son fecure 


from the Infolence of this daring Mortal ; bute was in'this de- 
| z ceiv'd, 
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ceiv'd, being ignorant of that Faculty, wherewith the Herd 
was enabled to diftinguifh Gods as well as Men. 


XXXHL 


Versk aro. Her fimase Hand the raring Steel profan'd.| 
Plutarcd ia his Sympofiacks 7. 9, tells as, that. Adaxnnes the 
Rhetvotrcian profbs’d this far-ferch’d Queftion at a Banguer, 
On which of hér Efanas Venus was wounied ? and that ZLopy- 
vion anfwer'd it by asking, Ox which of brs Legs Philip was 
lame? But Maximus reply’d it was a different Cafe: For Det 
mofihenes left no Foundation to guefs at the one, whereas 
Homer gives a Solution of the other, in faying that Domed 
throwing his Spear acrofs, wounded her Wrilt: fo that it was 
der tight Hand he frat, rer {eft being oppofite to his right. 
He adds another humorous Reafon from Petlas's reproachiag 
der afterwards, ‘as having pot this Wound wivile fhe was ftro- 
king and Yolliciting fome Grecian Lady, and wnbuckling - 

tick Hohe; i Aion ({ays this Philofepher) a which x0 one 
wold make ufe df the Heft Hand, 8 
. |  XEXIV, | 
Verse-ger. Sweh Stream ius iffaes from -& wounded Gok§ 
This is one of thofe Paflages in Homer which have given -ov- 
cafion to that famous Cenfiire of Tully and Longinus, That 
he makes Gods of bts Heroes, and Mortals of bis Gods. Thee, 
taken in a general Serife, appear’d ‘the ‘higheft Impiety to 
Pildtosatid Pythuguvas:; one of whom has: banith'd Homer 
from ‘his'Comrhonwedlth, andthe other faid he was'tortured 
lin Hell, :for-Fidtions oftthis Mature. “But:if a’ dueDiftinGion 
be Imade'of u differeize athong ‘Beitigs fuperior to Mankind, 
nihich both ehe»Pupens ahd Chiriftians have alldwed, ‘thefe | 
Pabliés imay ‘be enfily accounted “for. -Wountls infliffed onthe 
Druyon;,. Bruifieg of whe. Serpents Head; and-other 'fa¢h ‘me 
tapHorical Imapes -afe tcsrifeerated -in 'huby Writ, antl apply’d 
to. Anpeiealiand incorpored Natures: "Bat ‘in “our ‘Author's 
Days' they had a-Notisn'tuf Gols that were corporeal, ‘to 
whomitheyacribed Bodies, tdyo” of a ‘nivre-fabeil ‘Kind ‘than 
| : ‘ thofe 


thofe of Mortals. So in this very Place he fappoles them to 


a 
» 


have Blood, but Blood of a Gner and faperior Nature, -Nat- 
withftanding the foregoing Cenfures, Adsiton has nor fcrupled 
to imitate and apply this to Angels in the Chriftian Syftem; 
when Sztan is wounded by Michgel in his fixth Book, 2 


------7 hen Satan fift knew Pain, ie 2g as 

And writh’d him ta and fre canvoli’¢; fo fore 

7 he | griding S' word with difiontinuanys i ound es 

Pafvd thro’ him ; but th’ Atbsrsal Subfiance cloed, . 

Not long divifible, and from the gafh . 

A Stream of Nettarous Humour ifnimg flow'd, 

Sanguin, fac as Celefiial Spsrits may bled-—-r 

Yet foon he heald, for Spirats that lipe throughout; 
Vital in ev'ry Part, not as fra Man. 

In Entrails, Head or Heart, Liver pr Regus, 


’ 


Cannot but by aunzbilating ae. | 
Aviftotle, Cap. 26. Art. Poet, excufes Homer for following 


Fame and common Opinion in his Account of the Gods , 
the’ no way agreeable to Truth, | The Religion .of: thofe 
"Times taught no other Notions of the Deity, than ;tharithe 
Gods were Beings of human Forms aad Pathons ; fo thdt a- 
‘py bur a: real Auhropomorphite would peobably avd -palt 
among the ancient (creeks Sor an ampions Heratick : ... They 
thought their Religion, which worfhipped the Gods tn: dara- 
ges of human Shape,’ was much more sdanid and rational 
than that of igypt and other Nations, who 4dorid then. ai 
animal or monftrous Forms. And -cesainly Geds of dhyman 
Shape cannot juttly .he efteemed ior defcribad athermill,: chan 
as a celeftial Race, fuperior only toymoxtal Mendy gccater Abili- 
ties, and a more extenfive Degree of Wifdom and Strength, 
fabject however to the neceflaxy Inconveniencies confequent 
to corporeal Beings. . Cscero in his Book de Nat. Deor. ur- 
ges this (Confequence \trongly again the Hpscureans , who 
tho’ they depos’d the .Gods.from. any Power iin .cheating .at 
governing the Wosld, yer maintainid sheir Exiftence:imhumaa 
— sBorms. Nonienm fentitss gaan, meta wokis Jufosp senda fas ft 
ampetvaver tits ut. concedansus. enn sffe bewmingm ide onsuut 
_ So figuram ; 
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figuram ; omnis cultus & curatio corporis erit eadem adbibenda 
Deo.qua adbsbetur bomint, ingreffus, curfus, accubatio, inchnatto, 
feffio, comprebenfio, ad extremum etiam fermo © oratio. Nam 
guod &§ mares Deos & femnas effe dicttis, quid fequatur videtis. 

This.Particular of the wounding of Venus feems to be a 
Fidtion of Homer’s awn Brain, naturally deducible from the 
Doétrine of corporeal Gods above-mentioned ; and confider- 
ed as Poetry, no way fhocking. Yet our Author as if he 
had forefeen fome Objection, _ very artfully inferted a Ju- 
{tification of this bold Stroke, in the Speech Dione {oon af- 
ter makes to Venus. For as it was natural to comfort her 
Daughter, by putting her in mind that many other Deities 
had receiv’d as ill Treatment from Mortals by the Permiffion 
of Fupiter ; {0 it was of great Ufe to the Poet, to enume- 
rate ole ancient Fables to the fame Purpofe, which being 


then “gpd affented to — obtain Credit for his own. 
This fine Remark belongs to Euftathius. 


XXXV. 


Vexst 454. Unbike our grofs, difeasd, terreftrial Blood, &c.] 
The Opinion of the Incorruptibility of Celeftial Matter feems 
to have been receiv'd in the Time of Homer. For he makes 
the Immortality of the Gods to depend upon the incorrupti- 
ble Nature of the Nutriment by which they are fuftained : 


As the Mortality of Men to proceed from the corruptible Ma- 


terials‘of which they are made, and by which they are nou- 
rifhed. We have feveral Inftances in him from whence this 
may be inferred, as when Domed queftions Glaucus if he.be 
a God. or a Mortal, he adds, One who is fufiamed by the 
Fruits of the Earth, Lib. 6. W.142. | : 


XXXVI. 


; VERSE 449. Low at bis Knee She begg’d.| All the former 


Englifo Tranflators make it, /he fell on her Knees, an Over- 
fight occafion’d by the want of a competent Knowledge in 
Antiquities (without which.no Man can tolerably underftand 
this Author.) For the Cuftom of praying on the Knees was 


: ~ ynknown 
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unknown to the Greeks, and in ufe only among the Hebrews. 
XXXVI. 


Verse 472. And fhare thofe Grrefs infertor Pow’rs muft 
fhare.| The word Inferior is added by the Tranflator, to’ o- 
en the DiftinG@iion Homer makes between the Divinity itfelf, 
which he reprefents impafhible, and the fubordinate celeftial 
Beings or Spirits.’ _ a | 


XXXVI. - 


Verse 475. The mighty Mars, &c.| omer in thefe Fa- 
bles, as upon many other. Occafions, makes a great Show of 
his Theological Learning, which was the manner of all the 
Greeks who had travell’d into Aigypt. Thofe who would fee 
thefe Allegories explained at large, may confult Eufathius on 
this Place. Vergél {peaks much in the fame Figure when he 


defcribes the happy Peace with which Auguftus had bleft the 


World, 


-------Furor impius intus | | 

Seva fedens faper arma, & centum vinttus atnis  - 

Poft tergum nodis, fremit borridus ore cruento, 

| XXXIX. © | — 
- Verse 479. Perhaps had perifh’d.\: Some of Homers Cen- 


farers have inferr’d from this Paflage, that the Poet reprefents* 


his Gods fubje& to Death, when nothing but. great Mifery is 
here defcribed. It is 2 common way of Speech to ufe Pérds- 
tion and Deftruétion for Misfortune. The Language of Seri- 
pture calls eternal Punifhment perifhing. everlaftengly. . There 
- is a remarkable Paflage to this Purpofe in Tac#tus, An. 6. 


3 


which very lively reprefents the miferable State of a diftra@- 


' ed Tyrant: It is the beginning of a Letter from 7sberins to. 


the Senate, Quid firibam volis, P. C. aut quomodo fertbam, 
aut quid omnino non fcrtbam hoc tempore, Du me deeque pe- 
jus perdant quam perire quotidie fentio, ft [ct. 


Aa XL. 
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Verse 498. No Infant on bis Knees fhall call bim Sire.) 


‘This is Homer's manner of foretelling that he fhall perifh un- 
fortunately in Battel, which is infinitely a more artful way of 


‘conveying that Thought than by a dire& Expreffion. He 


does not fimply fay, he fhall never return from the War, but 
intimates as much by defcribing the Lofs of the moft fenfible 
and affedting Pleafure that a Warrior can receive at his Re- 
turn. Of the like Nature is the Prophecy at the end of this 
Speech of, the Hero’s Death, by reprefenting it in a Dream 


of his Wife's. There are many fine Strokes of this kind in 


the Prophetical Parts of the Oid Teftament. Nothing: is 
more natural than Déone’s forming thefe Images of Revenge 
upon Diomed, the Hope of which Vengeance was fo proper 
a Topick of Confolation to Venus. foe 


XLI. 


VE RSK-500. To firetch thee pale, &c.] | Virgil has takert 


‘notice. of this threatning Denunciation of Vengeance, tho’ 


folfill’d in a different manner, where Domed in his Anfwer to | 
the Embaflador of K. Latius enumetates his Misfortunes, 
and imputes the Caufe of them to this impious Attempt upon 


Veuus, (Eneid, Lib, 11. | 3 


 Iuvidiffe Deos patriis ut redditus arts 
 Conjugium optatum & pulchram Calydona viderem ? 

Nance etiam Borribil: vile portenta fequuntur : 

_ Ex focts amiffi petterunt Abquora pennis: | 
Flumusthbufque vagantur aves (beu dtra meorum = - 
Snapplecsa / ; & fropulos, lachrymofis vacsbus implent. 
Hec adeo ex dla wiht jam fperanda fuerunh - 
Tempore, cum ferro caleftia ats .demens 
Appetin, & Feneris violavt vulnere dextran. 


XLII. 
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XLII. 


Verse sor. Thy difiant Wife.] The Poet feems here to 


complement the Fair Sex at the Expence of Truth, by con- 
eealing the Character of A¢gsale, whom he has defcrib’d with 
the Difpofition of a faithful Wife; tho’ the Hiftory of thofe 
Times reprefents her as an abandon’d Proftiture, who gave 
up her own Perfon and her Husband’s Crown to her Lover, 
So that Diomed at his Return from Troy, when he expected 
to be receiv’d with all the Tendernefs of a loving Spoufe, 
found his Bed and Throne poffefsd by an Adulterer, was 
fore’'d to fly his Country, and feek Refuge and Subfiftence 
in foreign Lands. ‘Thus the offended Goddefs executed her 
Vengeance by the proper Effects of her own Power, by in- 


‘volving the Hero in a Series of Misfortunes proceeding from 


the Incontinence of his Wife. 3 
XLII: 
VERSE f17- The Sire of Gods and Men fuperior CLA 


One may obferve the Decorum and Decency our Author con- 
{tantly preferves on this Occafion: Jupser only fmiles, the 
other Gods Jaagh out. That Homer was no Enemy to. Mirth 
may appear from feveral Places of his Poem; which fo feri- 
ous as it is, is interfpers’d with many Gayeties, indeed more 
than he has been follow’d in by the fucceeding Epic Poets. 
Milton, who was perhap$ fonder of him than the reft, has 
given moft into the ludicrous ; of which his Parad/e of Fools 
in the third Book, and his Fefleng Angels in the fixth, are 
extraordinary Inftances. Upon the Confufiou of Babel, he 
fays there was great Laughter in Heaven: as Hamer calls the 
Laughter of the Gods in the firft Book. daBecoe yéawe; an in- 
extinguifhable Laugh: But the Scripture might perhaps. em- 
bolden the Eagh/b Poet, which fays, 7 he Lord fhall laugh 
them to Scorn, and the like. Péato is very angry at Homer 
for making the Deities langh, as a high Indecency and Of- 
fence to Gravity. He fays the Gods in our Author repre- 
fent Magiftrates and Perfons in Authority, and are = 
- 2 e 
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ed as Examples to fuch : On this Suppofition, he blames 
him for propofing.immoderate Laughter as a thing de- 
cent in great Men. I forgot to take notice in its proper 
Place, that the Epithet sextsguz/hable is not to be taken li- 
terally for diffolute or ceaflefs Mirth, but was only a Phrafe 
of that time to fignify Chearfulnefs and feafonable Gayety ; 
in the fame manner as we may now fay, to de with Laughter, 
without being underftood to be in danger of dying’ with it. 
The Place, Time, and Occafion were all agreeable to Mirth: 


It was at a Banquet; and Plato himfelf relates feveral things 


that paft at the Banquet of Agathon, which had not been 
either decent or rational at any other Seafon. The fame may 
be faid of the prefent Paflage: Raillery could never be more 
natural than when two of the Female Sex’ had an Opportu- 
nity of triumphing over another whom they hated. omer 


‘ makes: Wifdom her felf not able, even in the Prefence of 


Fupiter, to refit the Temptation. . She breaks into a Iudi- 
crous Speech, and the fupreme Being himfelf vouchfafes a 
Smile at it. But this (as Kaflathsus remarks) is not introdu- 
duced without Judgment and Precaution. For we fee he 
makes Minerva firlt beg Fupiter’s Permiffion for this Piece of 


Freedom, Permit thy Daughter, gracious Jove; in which he 


asks the Reader’s leave to enliven his: Narration with this 


Piece of Gayety. 7 = | 


XLIV. 


. Verse 540. He dreads his Fury, and fome Steps retires.} 
Diomed till maintains his intrepid Character ; he retires but 
a Step or two even from Apollo. ‘The Conduct of Homer is 
remarkably juft and rational here.. He gives Dsomed no fort 
of Advantage over Apollo, becaufe he would not feign whae 
was entirely incredible, and what.no Allegory coald juttify. 
He wounds Venus and Mars, -as it is morally. poffible to o- 
vercome the irregular Pafhions which are reprefented by thofe - 
Deities. But it is impoffible to vanquifh Apollo, in whatfoe- 
ver Capacity he is confidered, either as the Sam, or.as Defti- 
ay: One may fhoot ag the Sun but not hurt him, and one 
may ftrive againft Deftiny but not furmount it. Exuflathius.. 

, , " XLY. 
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-- Verse 546. 4 Phautome raisd.} The Figtion of ‘a God's 
placing a Phantome inftead of the Heto; :to'delnde.the E: 
nemy and continue the Engagement, ‘medas:no. more tha 
that the Enemy thought be was in the Battel.. ‘This! is: thd 
Language of Poetry, which prefers a marvellous Fidion:t 
a plain and fimple Truth, rhe Recital whereof wotld be 
cold and unaffecting, Thus Mimerva’s guiding: a Javelin, 
fignifies only that it was thrown with Art and: Dexterity ; 
Mars. taking upon him the Shape of Acayyds, that the Con- 
sage of Acamas incited him to do fo; and in like manher..of 
the reft. ‘The prefent Paflage- is copied by Vérgd in the 
tenth Aeneid, where the Spectre of Ainmeas.is xailed by Fume 
or the 4ir, as it is here by Apollo or the Sun ; both equally 
proper to be employ’d in forming an Apparition. Whoever 
will compare the two Authors on this Subjeé, will obferve 
with what admirable Art, and what exquifite Ornaments, the 
Jatter has improved and beautify’d his Original. Scafiger in 
comparing thefe.Places, has abfurdly cenfitred the Phantonie 
of Homer for its Inagtivity ; whereas it sas. only form’d 10 
seprefent the Hero lying on the Ground, without any Ap- 
pearance of Life or Motion. Speycer in- the dighth Canto 
of the.third Book feems to have. improved'this Imagitistion, 
im the Creation of his falfe Horimel, who ‘perfornis. all the 
Functions of Life, and gives occafion for many Adventures. 
| XEVE oe to ey, a 
— Werse 575. The Speech of Satpedost to. Hector] Ie. wilk 
be hard to find a Speech more-warm and fpisited: than. -thig 
b£ Saxpedon, or which comprehends fo much in fo: few Words. 
Nothing could be more artfully thought upon. to pique He- 
Gor, who-was fo jealous of his Country’s Glory, than to tell 
him he had formerly conceiv’d too great_a Notion of the 
Trojan Valor; and to exalt the Auxiliaries above his Conn- 
trymen. The Defcription Sarpedon gives of the. listle.Con- 
cern. or Intereft himfelf had.in: thé War, in Oppofition. to the. 
4 Bb Neceffity 


OF 


98 


QBSERVATILONS«. oy 


Neceflity and imminent Danger of the Trojans, greatly 
ftrengthens this Preference,. and-lays the Charge very home 
upon their Honour. In the latter Part, which prefcribes 
Dotto: his Duty, -there is a. particular Reprimand in telling 
him.how much it behoves him to animate and encourage the 
Auxiliaries ;- for this is ro 'fay in other Words, You thould:ex: 
hort-them, and they are forc’d om the contrary to exhoft 
you)... ee oe oe eee ae 
Vib ota. AREVIL So! 


a EE a _— Et 
. (Verse 614.. Ceres facred Floor.| Homer calls the Threth- 
ing: Floor facred (fays Exffathias) not only as it ‘was confe- 
erated to Ceres, ‘but in regard of its great Ufe and Advantage 
to human Kind; in which.Senfe alfo-he frequently gives the 
fame Epithet. to ‘Cites, &c.°:.This Simile is of an exquifite 
Beaty, ew a 
— oS OXD VE 


' Manse 641%. So when th? embatteld Clouts.| This Simile 
contains as ptoper a Comparifon, and: as fine. a Pidure of 
Nature as any in Homer: |. Yet however it is to be fear’d the 
Beauty arid Propriety. of it will not be -very obvious to many 
Readers, becaiteit is the Defcription of a natutal Appearance 
which they have.not had:.an Opportunity to remark, and 
which can be-obferved only in a mountainous Country. Ie 
—— frequently in very calm Weather, that the Atmofphere 
is charg’d with: thick Vapors, whofe Grayity is fuch, that 
they neither rife nor fall, but remain poiz’d in the Air ata 
certain Height, where they continue frequently for feveral 
Days together. In a plain Country this occafions no other 
vifible Appearance, but of an uniform clouded Sky ; but in a 
Hilly Region thefe Vapors are to be feen covering the Tops 
and ftretch’d along the Sides of the Mountains, the clouded 
Parts above being terminated and diftinguifh’d from the clear 
Parts below by a ftrait Line running parallel to the Horizon, 
as.far as the Mountains extend. The whole Compafs of 
Nature cannot afford a nobler and more exact Reprefenta- 
tion of a numerous Army, drawn up in Line of Battel, and 
expetting the Charge. The long-extended even front, the 
ee : - * Clofenefs 


they Firtru. Baox. 


Clofenefs of the Ranks; the Firmnefs, Order, and Silence 
of the whole, are all drawn with great Refemblance in this 
one Comparifon. ‘The Poet adds, that this Appearance is 
while Boreas and the:dtlief boifterous Winds which difperfe and 
break the Clouds, “are laid afleep. This ‘is: as exact as it is 
Poetical ;; for when the-Winds arife, :this regular Order is 
foon diffolv’d. . This Circumiftance is.added to the Defcrip. 
tion, as 4n Ominous Anticipation ‘of the Flight and Diffipa- 
or broke in upon them. 
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ee ee oon ee re 2 ee ie! > 
© Wersn.6y1. Ye Greeks be. Aen, &c.] .1f Homer in the 
longer Speeches of the Iliad, fays all that could be. faid by 
‘Eloquence, in the fhorter he fays ‘all that can be faid with 
Judgment, Whatever fome few modern -Criticks have 
thought, it will be’ found upon: due RefleGtion, that the 
Length or Brevity of his Speeches is: determined as the Oc« 
cafions either allow Leifure or demand Hafte. This concife 
Oration of Agamemnon is a Mafterpiece in the Laconic way. 
The Exigence required he fhould fay fomething very power- 
_. fal; and no ‘Time was to be loft:' He therefore warms the 

Brave and the Timorous by one and the fame Exhortation; 

which at once moves by the Love of Glory, and the Fegr of 
Death. It is fhort and full, 'Jike'that of the brave Stitch 
General under Gzfavus, who upon Sight of ghe Enemy, faid 
only this; See ye thofe Lads? Esther fell them or theyll fell 
you. Soe 


L. 


¢ . 


e 


. Verse 652. Your brave Affociates and your felves revere.} 
This noble Exhortation of Agamemnon is correfpondent to 
the wife Scheme of Neffor in the fecond Book: where he ad- 
vifed to rank the Soldiers of the fame Nation together, that. 
being known to each other,. all might be incited either ‘by: 
a generous Emulation or a decent Shame. Spondanus, . 


LI: 


tion of the Greeks, which foon :enfued when Mars and Hes 


99 


100 


OBSERVATIONS On 
i 


Vise 691. Mars urgd bim on. This is another Inftance 
of what has been in: general obferv’d in:the Difcourfe on the 


. Battels iof Homer, his artful manner of making. us meafure 


one Hero by antather. We have here an exact Scale of the 
Valor of A-veas and of Menelaus; how much the former 
outweighs the latter, appears by what is faid of Mars in thefe 
Lines, and by the Neceffity of Autslochus’s affifting Menelaus - 
as afterwards what Over-balance that Affiftance gave him, 
by Zxeas’s retreating from.them both. How very nicely are 
thefe Degrees mark’d on either Hand? This Knowledge of 
thie Difference which Nature itfelf fers between one Man and 
another, makes our Author neither blame thefe two Heroes 
for going -againft one, who was fuperior to each of them in 
Strength ; ‘nor that ‘one for.retiring from both, when their 
Conjmn@ion made them an -Overmatch to him. | There ‘is 
great Judgment in:all this. — es ~s = 
= 2 re 
 Vense 696. Add all bis Country's glorions Labours vain:] 
For :(as Agamemnon faid in the fourth Book upon Mfenelans's 
being ‘wounded) if he were flain, the War would’ be at an 


— énds “and the ‘Greed: think‘ only of returning to their Coun-. 


try. Spondonus, 
= LIIl. 


Verse 726. Mars, fiern Deftroyer, &c.] There is a 
great-Noblénefs-in this Paflage. With what Pomp is Heéfor 
intredticed into the Batrel, where: Afers: and’ ‘Bellona: are: his 
Attendants >. The Retreat’ of .Dioméd. is ino 'tefs beautiful ; 
Adimerva ‘had remov'd the Mift from ‘his Eyes, aad:he imme- 
didtelyi difcovers Mars iafhfting Hefor. : His Surprize on. this 
Occafion-is finely imag’d: by.:thar: of the Traveller. on the 
fudden Sight of the River. | 


LIV. | 
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LIV. 

‘Verse 784. What brings this Lycian Counfellor fo far?) 
There is a particular Sarcafm in Tlepolemus’s calling Sarpedon 
in this Place Avxtay Bouandege, Lycsan Coxnfellor, one better 
skill’'d in Oratory than War ; as he was the Governor of a 
People. who had long been in Peace, and probably (if we 
may guefs from his Character in Homer) remarkable for his 
Speeches. This is rightly obferved by Spondanus, ‘tho’ not 
taken notice of by M. Dacser. e a3 


rr re 
| VERSE 792. Troy felt bis Arm.] He alludes to the Hi- 


ftory of the firft Deftrudtion of Troy by Hercules, occafion’d. 


by Laomedon’s refuling that Hero the Horfes, which were 
the Reward promis’d him for the Delivery of his Daughter 
Hefione. | Ss Be : 
— LVI 


_ Verse 809. With bafe Reproaches and anmanly Pridg.| 
Methinks thefe Words xaxd jyfrave pda include the chief 
Sting of Sarpedon’s Anfwet to Tlepolemus,. which no Com- 
mentator that I remember has remark’d: ‘He.tells him Lao 
medon Aeferv'd his Misfortune, not only for his Perfidy, but. 
for injuring a brave Man with .unmanly and fcandalous Re- 
proaches ; alluding to thofe which Tlepolemus had juft before 
¢aft upon him. ee Cae 
ae EVI: 

— Vexse 848. Mor Hector to the Chief re 

‘nothing more admirable than in the excellent Ufe he. makes 
of the Silence of the Perfons he introduces. It would be end- 
Tefs to colle& all the Inftances of this Truth throughout his 
Poem ; yet I cannot but put together thofe that have already. 
occutrd in the Courfe of this Work, 2nd leave to the Reader 


the Pleafure of obferving it in what remains. The Silenee of 


Ge . the 


hes.) H. omer ‘ in: 


ior 


102 


OBSERVATIONS On 


the two Heralds when they were to take Bri/eis from Achilles 
in Lib. 1. of which fee Note 39. In the third Book, when 
Iris tells Helen the two Rivals were to fight in her Quarrel, 
and that all 7roy were ftanding Spedtators; that guiley Prin- 
cefs makes no Anfwer, but. cafts a Veil. over her Face and 
drops:a Tear; and when fhe comes juft after into the Pre- 
fence of Priam, the {peaks not, till after he has in a particu~ 
lar. manner encqutag’d and commanded her... Paris and Me- 
nelaus being jut npon the Point to encounter, the latter de- 
clares hig Wifhes and Hopes of Conqueft to Heaven, . the for- 
mer being engag’d in an unjuft Caufe, fays not a word. In 
the fourth Book, when Jupiter has exprefs’d his Defire to fa- 
vour Troy, Funo declaims againft him, but the Godde/i of 
Wifdom, tho’ much concern’d, holds her Peace. When 
gamemnon too rafhly reproves Diomed, that Hero remains 
filent, and in the true Character of a rough Warrior, leaves it 
to his AGtions to fpeak for him. In the prefent Book wher 
Sarpedon has reproach’d. Heéfor in an open. and generous 
manner, Heétor preferving the fame warlike Character, re- 
turns no Anfwer, but immediately haftens to the Bufinefs of 
the Field; as he alfo does in this Place, where he inftantly 
brings off Sarpedon,. without fo much as telling him he will 
endeavour his Refcue.. Chapman was. not fenfible of the 
Beauty of this,’ when he imagined Hefor’s Silence here pro- 
ceeded from the Pique he had conceiv'd at Sarpedon for his 
late Reproof of him. . Fhat.Tranflator has not. {crupled to 
infert this Opinion: of his in a groundlefs Interpolation alto- 
gether foreign. to the Author. _ But indeed it is a Liberty he. 
frequently takes, to draw any Paflage to fome new, far-fetch’d 
Conceit of his Invention ; infomuch, that very often before 
he tranflates any Speech, to the Senfe or Defign of which he 
gives fome fanciful Turn of his own; he = it by feve- 
ral -additional Lines purpofely to prepoffefs the Reader of 
tha. Meaning. -Thofe who will take the Trouble may fee Ex- 
amples of this in what he fets before the Speeches of Heéfor, 
Paris, and Helena in the fixth Book, and innumerable other 

aaa @ 
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LVI. 


the Furryu Book. 


LVItl. 


Verse 858. But Boreas rifing frefb.) Sarpedon’s fainting 
at the Extraction of the Dart, and reviving by the free Air, 
fhews the great Judgment of our Author in thefe Matters. 
But how Poetically has he told this Truth in raifing the God 
Boreas to his Hero’s Affiftance, and making a little Machine 
of but one Line? This manner of reprefenting common 
Things in Figure and Perfon, was perhaps the Effe& of Ho+ 
mer’s /Egyptian Education, | 

LIX. 

Verse 860. The gen’rous Greeks, &c.] This flow and or- 
derly Retreat of the Greeks with. their Front. conftantly turn’d 
to the Enemy, is a fine Encominm both of their Courage 
and Difcipline. This manner of Retreat was in ufe among 
the ancient Lacedemonians, as were many other martial Cuftoms 
defcrib’d by Homer. This Practice took its Rife among thar 
brave People from the Apprehenfions of being flain witha 
Wound receiv’d in their Back. Such a Misfortune was hot 
only attended with the — Infamy, but. they had found 
a way to punifh them who fuffer’d thus even after their 
Death, by denying them (as Exflathins informs us) the 
Rites of Burial. ae = 3 ce 


Lx. 


Verse 864. Who firft, who laff, by Mars and Heétor’s Hand 
. Stretch’d in thesr Blood, lay gafping on the Sand ?}. : 
This manner of breaking out into an Interropation,; amidft 
the Defcription of a Battel, is what ferves very much to aw@- 
ken the Reader. . It. is. here an-Invocation to the Mufe shat 
prepares us for fomething uncommon; and the Mufe is, fup- 
pos’d immediately to ameie ‘Teuthras the great, &e.: Vir 
gil, 1 think, has improved the Strength of this Figure by. 
addrefling the Apoftrophe to the Perfon whofe Exploits he 
is celebrating, as to Camilla in the eleventh Book, —."  ~ 


Luem 
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Quem telo primum, quem. pofiremum, afpera virgo, 
Dejicis ? aut quot hum: morientia corpora funds ? 


LXI. 


Verse 885. And now Heavns Emprefs calls ber blazing 
Car, &c.| Homer feems never more delighted than when he 
has fome Occafion of difplaying his Skill in Mechanicks. The 
Detail he gives us of this Chariot is a beautiful Example of ir, 
where he takes occafion to defcribe every different Part with 
a Happinefs rarely to be found in Defcriptions of this Nature. 


LXII. 


Versé 904. Pallas d/robes.] This Fiction of Pallas array- 
ing herfelf with the Arms of Fupser, finely intimates (fays 
Euftathius) that fhe is nothing elfe but the Wifdom of the 
Almighty. The fame Author tells us, that the Ancients 
mark’d this Place with a Star, to diftinguith it as one of thofe 
that were perfectly admirable. Indeed there is a Greatnefs 
and Sublimity in the whole Paffage, which is aftonifhing and 
faperior to any Imagination but that of Homer, nor is there 
any that might better give occafion for that celebrated Say- 
ing, That be was the only Mau who had feen the Forms of 
the Gods, or the only Man who had fhewn them. With whar 
Noblenefs he defcribes the Chariot of Zuo, the Armor of 
Minerva, the Aigis of Jupiter, fill'd with the Figures of Hor- 
vor, Affright, Difcord, and all the Terrors of War, the Ef- 
fects of his Wrath againft Men; and that Spear with which 
his Power and Wifdom overturns whole Armies, and humbles 


_ the Pride of the Kings who: offend him? But we thall not 


wonder at the unufual Majefty of all thefe Ideas, if we con- 
fider that they have a near Refemblance’to fome Defcripti- 
ons of the fame Kind in the facred Writings,;: where the 
Almighty is -reprefented arm’d with Terror, -and defcen- 
ding in Majefty to be aveng’d on his Enemies: The Charzot, 
the Bow, and the Shield of God: are Expreflions frequent in 
the Pfalms. | . oie 2 eH 
/_ = LXIII. 


the FirtuH Boox. 
LXIII. 


Verse 983. A Fringe of Serpents.] Our Author does not 
particularly defcribe this Fringe of the Ags, as confifting of 
Serpents; but that it did fo, may be learn’d from Herodotus 
~ in his fourth Book. ‘“ The Greeks (fays he) borrowed the 
“© Veft and Shield of Minerva from the Lybzans, only with 
“ this Difference, that the Lysan Shield was fringed with 
‘© Thongs of Leather, the Grecian with Serpents.” And 
Virgil's Defcription of the fame Agss agrees with this, “<x. 
8. W. 435. 3 | 2 : 


LAigidaque borriferam, turbate Palladis arma, 
Certatim Jquamis Serpentum, auroque polibant, 
Connexofque angues------- | 


This Note is taken from Spondanus, as is alfo Ogslby’s on this 
Place, but he has tranflated the Paflage of Herodotus wrong; 
-and made the Lydsan Shield have the Serpents which were 
peculiar to the Grecian. By the way I muft obferve, ‘that 
Ogilby’s Notes are for the moft part a Tranfcription of Spon- 


danus’s. 
LXIV: | 


Verse 920: So vat, the wide Circumferencé contains A 
hundred Armies.| The Words in the Original are éxardy méae- 
wy mevadeco deagijav, which are capable of two Meanings ; 
either that this Helmet of Fups#er was fufficient to have co- 
vered the Armies of an hundred Cities, or that the Armies 
of an hundred Cities were engraved upon it. It is here tran- 
{lated in fach a manner that it may be taken either way, tho’ 
the Learned are moft inclined to the former Senfe; as 


that Idea is greater and more extraordinary, indeed more 


agreeable. to Homer's bold manner; and not extravagant if 
we call in the Allegory to our Affiftance, and imagine it 
(with M. Dacser) an Allufion to the Providence of God that 
extends over all the Univerfe. a 

} Dd LXV. 
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LXV. 


Verse 928. Heat'n Gates fpontaneous open’d.| This mar- 
vellous Circumftance of the Gates of Heaven opening them- 
felves of their own accord to the Divinities that paft thro’ 
them, is copied by Milton, Lid. 5. 


| wavn-=-- At the Gate 
Of Heav'n arrn’d, the Gate felf-open’d wide 
On golden Hinges a as by Work 


Devine the Sov’reign Archited had fram'd. 
And again in the feventh Book, 


eee Heav'n open’d wide 
Her everduring Gates, Harmonious Sound, 


As the Fiétion that the Hours are the Guards of thofe Gates, 
gave him the Hint of that beautiful Paflage in the beginning 


_ of his fixth, 


) ~—-----=7 he Morn 
Wakd by the circhng Hours, with rofie Hand 
Unbarrd the Gates of Light, &c. 


This Expreflion of the Gates of Heeven is in the Eaffern 
manner, where they faid the Gates of Heaven, or of Earth, 
for the Katrance or Extremities of Heaven or Earth ; a Phrafe 
nfual in the Scriptures, as is obferv’d by Dacier. — 


LXVI.. 


VERSE 929. Heav’as golden Gates, kept by the wmged 
ours.) By the Hours here are meant the Seafors; and fo 
Flobbes tranflates it, but {poils the Senfe by what he adds, 


The to the Seafans Jove the Pewer gave 
Alone to judge of early and of late, 
Which 


thee Firtu Book. 


Which is utterly unintelligible, and nothing like Homers 
Thought. Nataks Comes explains it thus, Lib. 4. c. 4. 
Homeras tbro quimto Thads nex folum has, Portas cock fer- 
vare, fed etiam nubes inducere & ferenum facere, cam libue- 
rit; quippe cum apertum colum, ferenum weminent Poeta, at 
claufum, teflum nubsbus. 


LXVIL. 


VERSE 954. 70 tame the Monfler-God Minerva knows.) 
For it is only W:/dom that can matter Strength. It is worth 
while here to obferve the Conduct of Homer. He makes Mj- 
merva, and not Juno, to fight with Mars; becaufe a Com- 
bate between Mars and Funo could not be fupported by any 
Allegory to have authorized the Fable: whereas the Allego- 
ry of a Battel between Mars and Minerva is very open and 
intelligible. LEuflarhsus. 


LXVIi. 


Verse 960. Far as a Shepherd, &c.| Longinus citing 
thefe Verfes as a noble Inftance of the Sublime, {peaks to 
this Effet. ‘‘ In what a wonderful manner does Homer ex- 
“< alt his Deities; meafuring the Leaps of their very Horfes 
<€ by the whole Breadth of the Horizon ? Who is there that 
“< confidering the Magnificence of this Hyperbole, would 
“ not cry out with Reafon, that if thefe heavenly Steeds 
<< were to make a fecond Leap, the World would want room 
“¢ for a third?” This puts me in mind of that Paflage in 
Hefiea’s T beogony, where he defcribes the Height of the Hea- 
vens, by faying a Smith’s Anvil would be nine Days in falling 
from thence to Earth. 


LXIX. 


Verse 971. Smooth as the ghding Doves.} This Sime 
is intended to exprefs the Lightnefs and Smoothnefs of the 
Motion of thefe Goddeffes. The Doves to which Homer 
compares them, are faid by the anctene Scholiaft to leave ne 
. Impreffion 
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Impreffion of their Steps; ‘The Word Gary in the Original 


may be render’d -afcenderunt as well as. mcefferunt ; fo may 
imply (as M. Daczer tranflates it) moving without touching 


the Earth, which Milton finely calls /imooth-ghding without 
Step. Vargil defcribes the gliding of one of thefe Birds by 
an Image parallel to that in this Verfe. a 


Mox aéré lapfa quieto, 


Radit ster liguidum, celeres neque commovet alas. 


This kind of Movement was appropriated to the Gods by 
the Egyptians, as we fee in Heltodorus, Lib. 3. Homer might 
poffibly have taken this Notion from them. And Virgd in 
that Paflage where Aineas difcovers Venus by her Gate, Ex 
vera incef[u patuit Dea, feems to allude to fome manner of 
moving that diftinguifh’d Divinities from Mortals. ‘This O- 
pinion is likewife hinted at by him in. the fifth 4:xezd, where 
he fo beautifully and briefly enumerates the diftinguithing 
Marks of a Deity, | 


——----Drvini figna decoris, | 
Ardentefque notate oculos: qus fpiritus illt, 
Dut vultus, vocifque fonus, vel greffus eunt:/ 


This Paffage likewife ftrengthens what is faid in the thirtieth 
Note ‘on the firft Book. ee 


LXX. 


VERSE 978. Stentor the firong, endu’d with Brazen Lungs.] 
There was a Neceffity for Cryers whofe Voices were ftronger 
than ordinary, in thofe ancient Times, before the Ufe of 
Trumpets was known in their Armies. And that they were 
in Efteem afterwards may be feen from Herodotus, where he 
takes notice that Darius had in his Train an Egyptzan, whofe 
Voice was louder and ftronger than any Man’s of his Age. 
There is a farther Propriety in Homer’s attributing this Voice 
to Juno ; becaufe Funo is no other than the 4r, and becaufe 
the 4r is the Caufe of Sound, Exjiathius. Spondanus. - 


the Firtu Book. 


LXxXI. 


Verse 998. Degen’rate Prince, &c.] This Speech of M;- 
nerva to Diomed derives its whole Force and Efficacy from 
the offenfive Comparifon fhe makes between 7ydeus and his 
Son. ydeus when, he was fingle in the City of his Enemy, 
fought and overcame the Thebans even tho’ Minerva forbade 
him; Dsomed in the midft of his Army, and with Enemies 
inferior in Number, declines the Fight, tho’ Minerva com- 
mands him. Zydeus difobeys her, to engage in the Battel ; 
Diomed difobeys her to avoid engaging ; and that too after 
he had upon many Océafions experienced the Affiftance of 
the Goddefs. Madam Dacier fhould have acknowledged this 
Remark to belong to Eufathis. 


LXXIL. 

Versi 1624. Rafb, furious, blind, from thefe to thofe be 
fiies.| Minerva in this Place very well paints the Manners of 
Mars, whofe Bufihefs was always to fortify the weaker fide, 
in order to keep up the Broil. I think the Paflage includes 
a fine Allegory of the Nature of War. Mars is called s- 
conflant, and a Breaker of bis Promifes, becaufe the Chance 
of War is wavering, and uncettain Victory is perpetually 
changing fides. This latent Meaning of the Epithet daac- 
rovoaanos is taken notice of by Euffathzus. 


LXXIII. 


Verse 1033. So great a God.) The Tranflation has 
ventured to call a Goddefs fo; in Imitation of the Greek, 
which ufes the word ©s%¢ promifcuoufly for either Gender. 
Some of the Latin Poets have not {crupled to do the fame, 
Statius, Thebaid 4. ({peaking of Diana) 


Nec caret umbra Deo. 


And Virgil, AEneid 2. where Eneas is conducted by Venus 
thro’ the Dangers of the Fire and the Erierhy. : : 
: Ee | Defcendo, 
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| Defcendo, ac ducente Deo, flammam inter & hoftes 
Expedzor | 


LXXIV. 


Verse 1037. Black Orcus’ Helmet.] As every thing that 
goes into the dark Empire of P/uto, or Orcus, difappears and 
is feen no more ; the Greeks from thence borrow’ this figu- 
rative Expreflion, to put on Pluto’s Helmet, that is to fay, to 
become invifible. Plato ufes this Proverb in the tenth Book 
ef his Republick, and Ariffophanes in Acharnenf. Eujtathtus. 


LXXV. 


Verse 1054. Loud as the Roar encountying Armies yield.) 
This Hyperbole to exprefs the roaring of Mars, {fo ftrong as 
it is, yet is not extravagant. It wants not a qualifying Cir- 
cumftance or two; the Voice is not Human, but that of a 
Deity, and the Comparifon being taken from an Army, ren- 
ders it more natural with refpe& to the God of War. It is 
Iefs daring to fay that a God could fend forth a Voice as loud 
as the Shout of two Armies, than that Camilla, a Latsan 


— Nymph, could run fo fwiftly over the Corn as not to bend 


an Ear of it. Or, to alledge a nearer Inftance, thar Poly- 
phemus a meer Mortal, fhook all the Mland of Sscé/y, and 
made the deepeft Caverns of #sna roar with his Cries. Yet 
Virgil generally efcapes the Cenfure of thofe Moderns who 
are fhock’d with the bold Flights of Homer. It is ufual with 
thofe who are Slaves to common Opinion to overlook or 
praife the fame Things in one, that they blame in another. 
They think to depreciate Homer in extolling the Judgment 
of Virgedl, who never fhew’d it more than-when he followed 
him in thefe Boldneffles. And indeed they who would take 


Boldnefs from Poetry, muft leave Dulnefs in the room of it. 
LXXVI. 

VERSE 1058. 4s Vapors blown, &c.| Mars after a fharp 

| Engage- 
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Engagement amidft the Rout of the Trojans, wrapt in a 
Whirlwind of Duft which was rais’d by fo many thoufand 
Combatants, flies toward O/fympus. Homer compares him in 
this Eftate, to thofe black Clouds, which during a fcorching 
Southern Wind in the Dog-days, are fometimes born towards 
Heaven ; for the Wind at that time gathering the Duft to- 
gether, forms a dark Cloud of it. The Heat of the Fight, 
the Precipitation of the 7rojans, together with the Clouds of 
Duft that flew above the Army and took Mars from the Sight 
of his Enemy, fupply’d Homer with this noble Image. Dacter. 


LXXVII. 


VERSE 1074. Thou gav ft that Fury to the Realms of Light, 
Pernscious, wild, &&c.| It is very artful in Homer, to make 
Mars accufe Mimerva of all thofe Faults and Enormities he 
was himfelf fo eminently guilty of. Thofe People who are 
the moft unjuft and violent accufe others, even the beft, of 
the fame Crimes: Every irrational Man is a diftorted Rule, 
tries every thing by that wrong Meafure, and forms his Judg- 
ment accordingly. FEuffathius, — | 


LXXVIiIl: 


‘Verse 1091. Condemn’d to Pain, tho fated not to dhe.) 

Thofe are miftaken who imagine our Author reprefents his 
Gods as mortal. He only reprefents the inferior or corporeal 
Deities as capable of Pains and Punifhments, during the Will 
of Fupster, which is not inconfiftent with true Theology. If 
Mars is {aid in Dione’s Speech to Venus to have been near 
perifoing by Otus and Epbiaites, it means no more than laft- 


ing Mifery, fuch as Fupster threatens him with when he {peaks — 


of precipitating him into Zartarus. Homer takes cate to tell 
us both of this God and of Pito when Peon cured them; 
that they were not mortal. | 


Ou piv yde 1 xarabyytss 9 ecéruxto. 
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LXXIX. 


Verse 1096. Of all the Gods--—-T hou moft unjuft, moft 
odious, &c.| Fupiter’s Reprimand of Mars is worthy the Ju- 
{tice and Goodnefs of the great Governor of the World, and 
feems to be no more than was neceffary in this Place. Ho- 
mer hereby admirably diftinguifhes between Minerva and_ 
Mars, that is to fay, between Wi/dom and ungovern’d Fury ; 
the former is produced from Jupiter without a Mother, to 
fhow that it proceeds from God alone; (and Homer’s allu- 
ding to that Fable in the preceding Speech fhows that he 
was not unacquainted with this Opinion.) The latter is born 
of Fupiter and Funo, becaufe, as Plato explains it, whatever 
is created by the Miniftry of fecond Caufes, and the Concur- 
rence of Matter, partakes of that Original Spirit of Divifion 
which reigned in the Chaos, and is of a corrupt and rebelli- 
ous Nature. The Reader will find this Allegory purfued 
with great Beauty in thefe two Speeches ;_efpecially where 
Jupiter concludes with faying he will not deftroy Mars, be- 
caufe he comes from himfelf ;, God will not annihilate Pa/f- 


fon, which he created to be of ufe to Reafon: ‘ Wifdom 


‘© (fays Euffathius upon this Place) has occafion for Paffion, 
“in the fame manner as Princes have need of Guards. 
“© Therefore Reafon and Wifdom correé and keep Paffion in 
“¢ Subjection, but do not entirely deftroy and ruin it. 


LXXxX. 


_ Verse r101. And all thy Mother in thy Soul rebel, 8c.) 
Jupiter Lays of Juno, that /he has a Temper which 1s smfup- 
portable, and knows not bow to fubmit, tho’ he ss perpetually — 
chaftsfing ber with his Reproofs. Homer {ays no more than 
this, but M, Dacser adds, Ss je ne la retenois par la feveri#e 
des mes lox, tl weft rien qwelle ne bouleverfaft dans POlympe 
& fous FOlympe. Upon which fhe makes a Remark to this 
effe&, “ that if it were not for the Laws of Providence, the 
“<< whole World would be nothing but Confufion.” This 
Practice of refining and adding to Homer's Thought in the 
. Text, 
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Text, and then applauding the Author for it in the Notes, 


is pretty ufual with the more florid modern Tranflators. In 
the third Iliad in He/en’s Speech to Priam, W. 175. the withes 
fhe had rather dy’d than follow’d Paris to Troy. To this is 
added in the French, Mass je weus ni affez de Courage ni af- 
fez de vertu, for which there is not the leaft Hint in Homer, 
I mention this particular Inftance in pure Juftice, becaufe in 
the Treatife de la Corruption du Gout Exam. de Liv. 3. She 
triumphs ovet M. de la Morte as if he had omitted the Senfe 
and Moral of Homer in that Place, when in Truth he only 
left out her own Interpolation, 


| LXXXt?. 


Verse 1113. As when the Fig’s preft Fuice, &c.). The 
fudden Operation of the Remedy adminifter’d by Peon, is 
well exprefs’d by this Sitnilitude. It is neceffary juft to take 
notice, that they anciently made ufe of the Juice ot Sap of a 
green Fig for Runnet, to caufe their Milk to coagulate. Ie 
may not be amifs to obferve, that Homer is not very delicate 
in.the Choice of his Allufions. He often borrowed. his Si- 
miles from low Life, and provided they illuftrated his Thoughts 
in a juft and lively manner, it was all he had regard to. 


Tue Allegory of this whole Book lies fo open, is carry’d 
on with fuch Clofenefs, and wound up with fo much Fulnefs 
and Strength, that it is a wonder how it could enter into the 
Imagination of any Critick, that thefe Actions of Diomed were 
only a daring and extravagant Fiction in Homer, as if he af+ 
fected the Marvellous at any rate. The great Moral of it is, 
that a brave Man fhould not contend againft Heaven, but re- 
fift only Venus and Mars, Incontinence and ungovern’d Fury. 
Diomed is propos’d as an Example of a great and enterprizing 
Nature, which would perpetually be venturing too far, and 
committing Extravagancies or Impieties, did it not fuffer it 

felf to be check’d and guided by Mznerva or Prudence: For 
it is this W4/dom (as we are told in the very firft Lines of the 

Book) that raifes a Hero above all others. Nothing is more 

obfervable than the particular Care Homer has taken to fhew 

: Ff he 
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he. defigned this Moral, -He’-nevér omits ay’ Occafion 
throughout the Book, to ‘put ‘it in exprefs Termis- into the 
Mouths of the Gods or Perfons of the greateft Weiphit. - Ms 
nervd; at the beginning of the Battel, is made to. give this 
Precept to Diomed ; Light not againft the Gods, but give way 
to them, and refift only Venus. The fame Goddefs opens his 
Eyes, and enlightens him fo far as to perceive when it ig 
Heaven that acts immediately againft him, or when. jt.is Man 
only that oppofes him. The Hero himfelf, as foon as-he 
has perform’d her Dictates in driving away Venus, cries out, 
not as to the Godde/s, but as'to the Paffion, Thou haft no 
Bufinefs with Warriors, ts st not enough that thou decerv'/t weak 
Women? Even the Mother of Venus while the comforts her 
Daughter, bears Teftimony to the Moral: That Man ({ays 
fhe) ss not long-lo’d who contends with the Gods. . And when 
Diomed, tran{ported by his Nature, proceeds but-a Step tog 
far, Apollo difcavers himfelf in the moft-folemn manner, and 
declares this Truth in his own Voice, as it were by direct 
Revelation: Mortal, forbear! confider, and knww the vat 
deference there as between the Gods and:Fhee. They are im- 
mortal and druime, but Man a mifevable Reptile of the Daft. 
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The ARGUMENT: 


"The Epifodes of Glaucus and Diomed, and of Heéfor and 


Andromache. 


HE Gods having left the Field, the Grecians prevail. 
Helenus, the chief Augur of Troy, commands Hector 


: to return to the City in order to apport a folemn Pro- 
ceffion of the Queen and the Trojan Matrons to the Temple of 
Minérva, to extreat bef to remove Diomed < fromthe Fight. 
The-Battel relaxing during the Abfence of Hector, Glaucus and 
Diomed have an Interview between the two Armies; where 
coming to the Knowledge of the-Friendfbip and Hofpstalsty paft 
between their Anceftors, they make. exchange of their Arms. 
Hector having performed the Orders of Helenus, prevasld up- 
on Paris to return'to the Battel, and taken a tender Leave of 
bis Wife Andromache, haftens again to the Field. 

The Scene 15 firft in the Field of Battel, between the Rwers 
Simois and Scamander, and then changes to Troy. 
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reals yield 
ow Heav’n forfakes ws theFight: Th’ Immor 


To human Force and human Skill, the Field: 
Dark Show’rs of Javelins fly from Foes to Foes ; 
Now here, now there, the Tyde of Combate flows ; 
While Troy's fam’d Streams that bound the deathful ; Scam 
[Plain 88 


On either fide run purple to the Main. 
Great Ajax firft to Conqueft led the way,’ 
Broke the thick Ranks, and turn’d the doubtful Day. ~ 
The Thractan Acamas his Faulchion found,, ° * 
That hew’d th* enormous-Giant to the Grouiid; 10 
His thundring Arm a deadly Stroke impreft = 
Where the black Horfe-hair nodded o ‘er his Creft : 
Gg Pied 
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Fix’d in his Front the brazen Weapon lies, | 
And feals in endlefs Shades his fwimming Eyes, _ 
15 Next Teuthras’ Son diftain’d the Sands with Blood, _ 
Axylus, hofpitable, rich and good : 
In fair Arisha’s Walls (his native Place) 
He held his Seat; a Friend to Human Race. 
Faft by the Road, his ever-open Door 
20Oblig’d the Wealthy, and reliev’d the Poor. 
To ftern T'ydides now he falls a Prey, | 
No Friend to guard him in the dreadful Day! - . | 
Breathlefs the good Man fell, and by his fide 
His faithful Servant, old Calefias dy’d. | 
25 By preat Enxryalus was Drefus flain, 
And next he lay’d Opheltius on the Plain. 
Two Twins were near, bold beautiful and young, 
From a fair Naiad and Bucolion {prung : 
(Laomedan’s white Flocks Bacolion fed, 
30 That Monarch’s Firft-born by ‘a foreign Bed; 
In fecret Woods he won the Natad’s Grace, __ 
And two fair Infants crown’d his ftrong Embrace.) 
Here dead they lay in all their youthful Charms; 
The ruthlefs Victor ftripp’d their thining Arms. 
7s Aftyalus 


Book Vi. HOMER'’s ILIAD. 

Aftyalus by Polypetes fell ; 45 

Ulyffes’ Spear Pédytes fent to Hell ; 

By Temcer’s Shaft brave Arctéon bled, 

And Neftor’s Son laid ftern Ablerus dead. 

Great Agamenmon, Leader of the Brave, 

The mortal Wound of rich Elatas gave, 40 
Who held in Pedafas his proud Abode, 

And till’d the Banks where filver Satnto flow’d. 
Melanthius by Earypylus was flain ; 

And Phylacas from Leitus flies in vain. 

Unbleft Adraftus next at Mercy hes 43 
Beneath the Spartan Spear, a living Prize. 
Scar’d with the Din and Tumult of the Fight, 

His headiong Steeds, precipitate in Flight, 

-Ruth’d on a Tamarisk’s {trong Trunk, and. broke 

The fhatter’d Chariot from the crooked Yoke: — 50 

Wide oer the Field, refiftlefs as the Wind, 

For Troy they fly, and leave their Lord behind. 

Prone on his Face he finks. befide the Wheel ; 

Atrides o’er him thakes his vengeful Steel ; | 

The fallen Chief in fuppliant Pofture prefs’d 5 

The Victor’s Knees, and thus his Pray’r addrefs’d. 
Oh 


119 


120 HOMER’ ILIAD. BooxVI. 
Oh fpare my Youth, and for the Life I owe 
Large Gifts of Price my Father fhall beftow ; 
When Fame thall tell, that not in Battel flain 
6o Thy hollow Ships his Captive Son detain, 
Rich Heaps of Brafs thall in thy Tent be told; -’ 
And Steel well-temper’d, and ‘perfuafive Gold. ~ - 
~ He faid: Compaffion touch’d the Hero’ S Heart, 
He ftood fufpended with the lifted Dart : 
és As Pity pleaded for his vanquith’d Prize, - 
Stern Agamemnon {wift to Vengeance flies, - 
And furious, thus.» Oh: impotent of Mind! 
Shall thefe, fhall thefe Asvides? Mercy find? 
Well haft thou known proud 77oy’s perfidious Land, 
-oAnd well her Natives merit at thy Hand !. —_ 
Not one of all the Race, not Sex, nor Age, 
Shall fave a Trojan from our boundlefs Rage : 
Ilion fhall perifh whole, and bury: All ;' 
Her Babes, her Infants at the Breaft, fhall fall. . 
75 A dreadful Leffon of exampled Fate, | 
To warn the: Nations, and to curb the Great ! 
TheMonarch fpoke: the W ords withWarmth addreft 
To rigid Juftice- fteel’d his Brother’ S Breaft. 


| Fierce 
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Fierce from his Knees the haplefs Chief he thruft :. 

The Monarch’s Javelin {tretch’d him in the Duff. Be 

Then preflmg with his Foot: his panting Heart, 

Forth fron’ the flain he tugg’d the'reeking Dart: -*. 

Old N eftor faw, and rvowz’d. the Wairior’s Rage - a 

Thus, Heroes! thus: the vis’rous Combate wage bg. 

No Son of Mars defcend, for fervile Gains, 00° .:- 83 

To touch, the Booty, while: a Foe remains.) |! 
ehold yon’ glitt’ring Hott; your future Spoil = 

Firft gain the Conqueft, then reward the Toil: «° "' 

And now had Greece Eterrial Fame: —_ 

And frighted Troy within her ‘Walls retir’d ‘50 
Had not fage Helenus her State redreft, | ie ae S 
‘Taught by the Gods that mov’d his “facred Breaft : 
Where Heéor ftood, with Great: + Atneas join oy | 
The Seer reveal’d the Counfels. of his Mind. ' 

Ye gen’rous Chiefs! on whom th? Immortals ly 
The Cares and Gléties-of this doubtful Day, :. > 
On whom your Aid’s, your Country’s Hopes — 
Wife to confult, and: active to defend! © | 
Here, at our’ Gates, your: brave Efforts unite; ) 2. 
Turn back the Routed, and: forbid the Flight ; 

=e Hh Bir re 


122  HOMERs ILIAD. Boox VI. 


E’re yet theit Wives foft Arms the Cowards gain, 

The > Sport and. Infult of the Hoftile Train. 

When your Commands have hearten’d ev’ry Band, 

Our felves, here fix’d, will make the dang’rous Stand : 
105Prefs'd as we are, and fore of former Fight, 

Thefe Straits demand: our laft Remains of Might. 
| Meanwhile, thou: Heéfor.to the Town retire, 
And teach our. Mother. what the Gods require : 
Dire, the Queen to lead th’ affembled Frain, 
r10OF Troy’s chief Matrons to Miuerva’s Fane ; oa 
Unbar the facred Gates; and feek the Pow’r — 

_ With offer’d Vows, in Hion’s topmoft Tow’r, 

The largeft Mantle her: rich Wardrobes hold, 
Moft .priz’d for Art, and labour’d o’er with Gold, 
_ 115 Before the Goddefs’ honour’d Knees be fpread; 
And twelve “young Heifers to -her Altars led, | 
If fo the Pow’r, atton’d by fervent Pray’r, | 
Our Wives, our Infants, and our City {pare, 
And far avert ‘Tydedes’ waftful Ire, ae A 
110 That mows whnle Troaps, and makes alk Troy: retire. 
Not thus Achilles taught our Hofts to dread, 
_ Sprung tho’ she was, from more than mortal Bed ; -. 
i. J Not 
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Not thus refiftlefs. rul’d the Stream of Fight, | 
In Rage unboundéd, and unrhatth’d:in Might. 
_Heéfor obedient‘ heard ;' and, witha Bound, 2 
Leap’d from his trembling Chariot to the Ground 3. 
Thro’ all his Haff, infpiring : Force: he. iflies,; = 
And bids the Thunder of ‘the Batteb rife '’:.7 3, 
With Rage recruited the bokt T rojas .clow, 
And turn the Tyde of Conflict on:the Foes... i3¢ 
Fierce in the Front he fhakes two dazling Spears; : 
All Greece tecedes, and *midft herT'riumph fears. 
Some God, they thought; wiao rul’d the Fate of Wars, . . 
Shot down avenging, from the Vault of Starx - 
Then thus, aloud. Ye dauntlefs: Dardans hear! 13 
And you whom diftant Nations fend to War: 
Be mindful of the Strength. your Fathers ‘bore ; 
Be ftill your felves,'and ‘Hedley asks no more.” 
One Hour ‘denidnds me in. the Freja Wall, | 
To bid our Altars flame, and Victitns fall: !) 9 btys 
Nor fhall, I truft, the Matron’s holy Train. | 
And rev’rend Elders, {eek the Gods in vain; 35 
This faid, with ample:Strides the Hero paft; =): - 
The Shield’s large Orb behind his Shoulder caft, *’ 
idst His 
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145 His Neck o’erfhading;; to: his Ancle hung; . 

And.as:he marth’d; :the brazen ‘Buckler. tung. 
Now. paus’d: the Battel, (Godlike Hégor gone) 

When: daring: Glincas and great: 1 ydeus’: Son” 
Between. both Armies ‘ met: : The Chiefs from. far ' ~ 

150Obferv’d each other, and ‘had mark’d for War”. 
Near as:they drew,: 7ydiiles ‘thus began... a 

‘°: What art thou, boldeft of the ‘Race a Man >: 
Our. Eyes, till now; that’ Afpectne’er beliedd,. -..-: 
Where Fame is-réap’d aiid th’ embattel’d Field i: \ 

155 Yet far before the. Troops’ thou dar’ft:appear, 
And meet: a: Lanee the fierceft Heroes fear. > 
_ Unhappy. they, aitd bor) of ‘lucklefs. Sires,. 
Who tempt: dur “Fury. when: Minerva fires:!:. 
But if from Hea’ ‘ns: Celeftial thou defcend ; 

“ Know, with, Immortals We ‘no:more contend. | 4 
Not long “Lycurgas. view'd the Golden’ Lig cht, oz 
- ‘That daring Man who mix’d with-Gods-in Fight y 
Bacchus, and’ Bacchus’ Votatieshe‘drove 
With hbrandith’d Steel from Nyffa’s facred a“ Rs 

165 Lheir confecrated Spears. lay fcatter’d in ) 
With. curling Vines and twifted) Ivy ‘bound ; 
ae While 
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While Bacchus headlong fought the briny Flood, 

And Thetis’ Arms receiv’d the trembling God. - 

Nor fail’d the Crime th’ Immortals Wrath to move, 

(Th’ Immortals bleft with endlefs Eafe above ) 170 

Depriv’d of Sight by their avenging Doom, 

‘Chearlefs he breath’d, and wander’d in the Gloom, 

Then funk unpity’d to the dire Abodes, 

A-‘Wretch accurft, and hated by the Gods! 

I brave not Heav’n: But if the Fruits of Earth 175 

Suftain thy Life, and Human be thy Birth : 

Bold as thou art, too prodigal of Breath, 

Approach, and enter the dark Gates of Death. 
What, or from whence I am, or who my Sire, 

(Reply’d the Chief) can T'ydeus’ Son enquire? —_—180 

Like Leaves on Trees the- Race of Man is found, 

Now green in Youth, now with’ring on the Ground, 

Another Race the following Spring fupplies, © 

They fall fucceflive, and fucceffive rife ; 

So Generations in their Courfe decay, 185 

So flourith thefe, when thofe are paft away. | 

But if thou ftill perfift to fearch my Birth, 


Then hear a Tale that fills the {pacious Earth. 
Li A City 
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‘A City ftands on Argos’ utmoft Bound, 
19¢( Argos the fair for warlike Steeds renown’d) 
Aiplian Syfiphus, with Wifdom bleft, 
In ancient Time the happy Walls poffeft, 
Then call’d Ephyre: Glaucus was his Son ; 
Great Glaucus Father of BeZerophon, 
19s Who o’er the Sons of Men in Beauty thin’d, 
Lov’d for that Valour which preferves Mankind. 
' Then mighty -Pretus Argos’ Sceptres fway’d, 
Whofe hard Commands Beerophon obey’d. 
With direful Jealoufy the Monarch rag’d, 
200 And the brave Prince in num’rous Toils engay’d. 
For him, Antea burn’d with lawlefs Flame, 
And {trove to tempt him from the Paths of Fame: 
In vain fhe tempted the relentlef Youth, 
Endu’d with Wifdom, facred F ear, ‘and Tin th. 
205 Fir’d at his Scorn the Queen to Pretus fled, 
And beg’d Revenge for her infulted Bed: 
Incens’d he heard, refolving on his Fate ; 
But Hofpitable Laws reftrain’d his Hate: 
To Lycta the devoted Youth he fent, 
219With Tablets feal’d, that told his dire Intent, 
4 Now 
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Now bleft by ev’ry Pow’r who guards the Good, 
The Chief arriv’d at Xanthus’ filver Flood: 

There Lycia’s Monarch paid him Honours due ; 
Nine Days he feafted, and nine Bulls he flew. 

But when the tenth bright Morning Orient glow’d,+15 
The faithful Youth his Monarch’s Mandate fhow’d : 
The fatal Tablets, tll that Inftant {eal’d, 

The deathful Secret to the King reveal’d. . 

Firft, dire Chymera’s Conqueft was enjoin’d ; 

A mingled Monfter, of no mortal Kind; = 220 
Behind, a Dragon’s fiery Tail was fpread ; 

A Goat’s rough Body bore a Lion’s Head ; 

Her pitchy Noftrils flaky Flames expire ; 

Her gaping Throat emits infernal Fire. 

This Peft he flaughter’d (for he read the Skies, 2+5 
And trufted Heav’ns informing Prodigies) 
Then met in Arms the Solymean Crew, — 

(Fierceft of Men) and thofe the Warrior flew. 
Next the bold Amazon’s whole Force defy’d ; 
And conquer’d ftill, for Heav’n was on his fide. +39 

Nor ended here his Toils: His Lycian Foes 
At his Return, a treach’rous Ambufh, rofe, 


With 
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With levell’d Spears along the winding Shore ; — 
There fell they breathlefs, and return’d no more. 
235 At length the Monarch with repentant Grief 
Confefs’d the Gods, and God-defcended Chief; 
_ His Daughter gave, the Stranger to detain, 
With half the Honours of his ample Reign. 
The Lyczans grant a chofen Space of Ground, 
249 With Woods, with Vineyards, and with Harvelts 
crown'd. | 
There long the Chief his happy Lot poffefs’d, 
With two brave Sons and one fair Daughter blefs’d ; 
(Fair ev’n in heav’nly Eyes; her fruitful Love 
Crown’d with Sarpedon’s Birth th’ Embrace of Fove) 
245 But when at laft, diftracted in his Mind, 
Forfook by Heav’n, forfaking Human-kind, 
Wide o’er th’ Aletan Field he chofe to ftray, 
A long, forlorn, ‘uncomfortable Way! 
Woes heap’d on Woes opprefs’d his wafted Heart ; — 
250 His beauteous Daughter fell by Pheebe’s Dart ; _ 
His Eldeft-born by raging Mars was flain, 
In Combate on the Solymean Plain. 


Eippolachus 
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Hippolochus furviv’d; from‘himI came, 
The honour’d Author of my Birth and Name; | 
By his Decree I fought the Trojan Town, ~.- «255 
By his Inftructions learn to win Renown, : © | 
To ftand the firft in Worth asin Command, ~ 
To add new Honours to my native Land, 
Before my Eyes my mighty Sires tosplace, - 
And emulate the Glories of our Race. Ha eae 

He fpoke, and Tranfport fill’d Z'ydzdes’ Heart ; 
In Earth the gen’rous Warrior fix’d his Dart, 
_ Then friendly, thus, the Lyczan Prince‘addreft. 
Welcome, my brave Hereditary ‘Guett ! 
Thus ever let us meet, with kind Embrace, . ._ : 265 
Nor ftain the facred Friendthip: of our Race. 
Know, Chief, our Grandfires have been Guefts of old; 
Oeneus the ftrong, Be#erephon the bold: ae 
Our ancient Seat his honour’d Prefence grac’d, 
Where twenty Days in Genial Rites he pafs'd. 270 
The parting Heroes, mutual Prefents left ; | 
A golden Goblet was thy Grandfire’s Gift ; 
Oceneus a Belt of matchlefs Work beftow’d,, = 
That rich with T'yrian Dye refulgent glow’d. 

K k : (This 
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»75(This from his-Pledge I Jearn’d, which fafely ftor’d 
Among my Treafures, {till adorns my Board: | 
For: Tydeus left me young, when T hebe’s Wall 

~Beheld the Sons .of Greece untimely fall.’ 
Mindful of this, in Friendfhip let us join ; 

280If Heav’n our Steps to foreign Lands incline, ‘ 
My Gueft in’ Argos thou, and T in Lycia thine. 
Enough of Trojans to this Lance fhall yield, 

In the full Harveft of yon’ ample Field ; 
Enough of Greeks fliall die thy Spear with Gore ; 
28s But: Thou and Diomed be Foes no more. 
Now change we Arms, and prove to either Hoft 
We guard the Friendthip of the Line we boaft. 
Thus having faid, the gallant Chiefs alight, 

_ Their Hands they join, their mutual Faith they plight, 
20Brave Glaveus then each narrow Thought refign’d, 
(Fove.warm’d his Bofom and enlarg’d his Mind) 

_ For Diomed’s Brafs Arms, of mean Device, 

For which nine Oxen paid (a vulgar Price) 
He gave his own, of Gold divinely wrought, 
295A hundred Beeves the. fhining Purchafe bought. 


Meantime 
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Meantime the Guardian of the Trojan State; 
Great Heflar enter’d at the Scaau Gate. 
Beneath the Beech-Tree’s confecrated Shades, ~ 
The Trojan Matrons and the Trejae Maids ‘ 
Around him flock’d, all ‘prefs’d with pious Care 300 
For Husbands, Brothers, ‘Sons, engag’d in War. 
He bids the Train in long Proceffion g0, 
And feek the Gods, t’. avert th’ impending Woe. 
And now to Priam’s ftately Courts he came, 
Rais’d on arch’d Columns of ftupendous Frame; — 30f 
O’er thefe a Range of Marble Strutture runs, 
The rich Pavillions of his fifty Sons, . 
In fifty Chambers lodg’d ; and Rooms of State — 
Oppos’d to thofe, where Priam’s Daughters fate: 
Twelve Domes for them and their lov'd Spoufes: _— $10 
Of equal Beauty, and of polifh’d Stone. 
Hither great Heétor pafs’d, nor pals’d unfeert - 
Of Royal Hecuba, his. Mother Queen. 
(With her | Laodieé, whole beauteous Face. . 
Surpafs’d the Nymphs of Troy's illwftrious Rage) — irs 
Long in a {trict Embrace the held her Son, . 
And prefs’d his Hand, and tender thus begun. 
O Heéfor f 
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O Heétor! fay, what great Occafion calls 
My Son from F ight, when Greece furrounds our Walls? 
320Com’ft thou to fupplicate th’ Almighty Pow’r, 
With lifted Hands from ‘Ilion’s lofty Tow’r ?. 
Stay, till I bring the Cup with Bacchus crown’d, 
In Fove’s high Name to fprinkle on the Ground,» 
And pay due Vows to all the Gods around. _ ) 

225 Then with a pleriteous Draught refrefh thy Soul, 
And draw new Spirits from the ‘gen’rous Bowl; -- - 

" “Spent as thou art with long laborious Fight, 

The brave Defender of thy Country’s Right. *°< 
Far hence be Bacchus’ Gifts (the Chief rejoin’d )) 
33° Inflaming Wine, pernicious to Mankind; - , ‘ 
~ Unnerves the Limbs, and dulls the noble Mind. 
‘Let Chiefs abftain, and {pare the facred: Fuice’» 
To {prinkle to the Gods, its better Ute. ' 
‘By me’ that holy Office were prophan’d ; 

335 TI] fits it me,-'with human Gore diftain'd,. 
To the pure Skies thefe horrid Hands to raife, 
Or offer Heav'ni’s gteat Sire polluted Praife. 

You, with your ~Matrons;: go!''a fpotlefs Train, 
And burn rich’ Odors in! Minerva’s F ane’ - ae 
a | | The 
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The largdf{t Mantle your full Wardrobes'hold, 34 
Moft priz’d for. Aft, and dabour'd ‘o'er With ‘Gold, 
Before ‘the Goddefs? hohour’d Knees be fpread, 
And twelve young Heifers to her. Altar ‘bed. aes. | 
So may the Pow’r, atton’d by fetwent ss 
- Our Wives, our dtfants, and out City. — 345 
And far avert T’ydedes” walltfol Ire, - 
Who mows whole Troops‘and makes-ail Tie ketite, 
Be this, O Mother, your wehgrous Gare; 
I go to rowze foft Parss to the: War;) 0 
If yet not loft to all che Senfe :of:Shamby.-!. 350 
The recreant Warrior hear; the }Vidice ‘of Fathe. *. 
Oh would kind: Earth the ‘hateful W retch erhbrite, ‘ 
That Peft:of Zyoy, that*Ruin of sir Radi? 7. 
Deep to the datk Abyfs night le defend, 2 
Troy yet: fhould flourifh, and my Sorroivs end?” 
This heard, fhe gave Command ; atrd furtithdA at cme 
Each noble Matron, and illuftrioas Dame. 3 
The Phrygian Quéeh to her rich Wardrobe ‘webit;~ 
Where treafur’d Odors breath’d a toftty Btetit, - 
There lay the Veftutes, of no vulgar Arg. ~~ - 3% 
Sidonian-Maids embroider’d-ev’ry Part, =. °° 
: L 1 | Whom 
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Whom from foft Sidon youthful Paris bore, - 
With, Helen touching on the. Tyrian Shore. 
Here.as the Queen revolv’d with careful Eyés- of 

365The various Textures and the various. Dies. 
She chofe.a Veil that fhone fuperior far, 

.. And glow’d, refulgent.as the Morning Star. .. 
Herfelf with this the. long Proceffion leads; 
The Train majeftically flow proceeds. 

370 Soon as to Llzon’s topmoft Tow'r they come, . 

And awful reach the high Palladian Dome,. 

_. Antenor’s, Confort, fair. Theano, waits 
As Pahas’ Prieftefs, and. unbars the Gates. -- 

With Hands uplifted and.imploring Eyes,. 

375 They fill the .Dome : with’ fupplicating Cries, 
The Prieftefs then the fhining Veil difplays, 

_ Plac’d on Minerva’s Knees, and thus fhe prays. - - 

Oh awful Goddefs! ever-dreadful Maid, 
Lroy’s ftrong Defence, unconquer’d Palas, aid! — 

380 Break thou T'ydides’ Spear, and let him fall 
Prone on the Duft before the Trojan Wall. 

So twelve young Heifers, guiltlefs of the Yoke, - 
Shall fill thy Temple with a grateful Smoke. 
a a But 
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~ But thou, atton’d by Penitence and Pray’r, 

Our felves, our. Infants,.and our City fpare!. 38s 

So pray’d the Prieftefs in- her holy Fane; .- | 

So vow’d the Matrons, but they vow'd in yaiti, * 
While thefe appear before the Pow’r with _ rs, 

Heftor ‘to Paris’ lofty Dome repairs. : | 

Himfelf the Manfion rais’d, from ev’ry Paré 390 

Affembling Archite&ts of matchlefs Art. ar 

Near Priam’s Court and -Hefor’s Palace ftands 

The pompous Structure, and the Town commands,- 

A Spear the Hero bore of wondrous Strength, | 

Of full ten Cubits was the Lance’s Length, - - 398 

The fteely Point with golden Ringlets join’d, - 

Before him. brandifh’d, at each Motion fhin’d. = 

Thus entring in the glitt’ting Rooms, he found « 

His Brother-Chief,. whofe ufelefs Arms lay round, ° 

His Eyes delighting with their fplendid Show, . - 40° 

Bright’ning the Shield, and ‘polifhing the Bow. 

Befide him,. Helew with her. Virgins {tands, -' 

Guides their rich Labours, and inftructs their Hands. :*: 
Him thus unactive, with:.an ardent Look | 

The Prince beheld,:.and high-refenting fpoke.- 495 

_ Thy 
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Thy Hate to Zirey, 3s this the Time to. fhow ? 
(Oh Weeéch ilsfated, and chy Country’s Hoe!) 
Paris and Greece againft ws tboth ‘confpite ; 
Thy ‘clofe Refentment, and their vengeful Ire. 
4° For thee gugat ddjan’s Guardian Heroes fall, 
Till Heaps of Dead. along defend her Wall; 
For thee: the Soldier bigeds, the Matron. inourns, 
And wattful War an all its Fory:burns. 
Ungratefal Mag! deferves not this thy Care, 
415 Qur Treops to. hearten, and our: Tous to dhare? 
_ Rife, of behold: the conqu’ring Flamies afcend, -. 
. And all the Phyrygsen ‘Glories at an end © | 
Brother, ‘ss juft (reply’d. the heauteous Youth) 
Thy fhe RemonGirdnée proves thy Worth and Truth: 
#0 Yet charge my Abfence lefs, oh gen’rous Chief! |” 
Op Hate to Trey; than confcious Shame and Grief} 
, Here, bid from human’ Eyes,. thy Brother fate, || 
And gaqurn’d in fecret, his, and. Ziou’s Fate. 
“Tis now enpugh: now, Glory fpreads her Charms, 
425 And beanteons ddelen calls her Chicf to.Anms. — 
Conqugft. to Dey: my happier Sword may’ blefs, | 
Tis Man’s to, fight, bet: Meav’nsi to give Succefi. ’ 
-& But 
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But while I arm, contain thy ardent Mind; 
Or go, and Paris fhall not lag behind. 

He faid, nor anfwer’d Priam’s warlike Son; © 43° 
When Helen thus with lowly Grace begun, 

Oh gen’rous Brother! if the guilty Dame 
That caus’d thefe Woes, deferve a Sifter’s Name! 
Would Heav’n, e’reall thefe dreadful Deeds were done; 
The-Day, that fhow’d me to the golden Sun, 435 
Had feen my Death! Why did not Whirlwinds bear 
The fatal Infant to the Fowls of Air? 
Why funk I not beneath the whelming Tyde; 
And ’midft the Roarings. of the Waters dy’d ? 
Heav’n fill’d up all my Ills, and I accurft 440 
Bore all, and Parts of thofe Ills the worft. 
Helen at leaft a braver Spoufe might claim, 
Warm’d with fome Virtue, fome Regard of: Fame 
Now tir’d with Toils, thy fainting Limbs ‘recline, 
With Toils, fuftain’d for Paris’ fake and mine: 45 
The Gods have link’d our miferable Doom, | 
Our prefent Woe, and Infamy to come: 
Wide fhall it {pread, and laft thro’ Ages long, - 
Example fad! and Theme of future Song. — 

M m The 
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4s0 The Chief reply’d: This Time forbids to reft : 
The Trojan Bands by hoftile Fury preft. 
Demand their Heéfor, and his Arm require ; 
The Combate urges, and my Soul’s on fire. 
Urge thou thy Knight to march where Glory calls, 
4ss And timely join me, e’re I leave the Walls. - 
F’re yet I mingle in the direful Fray, 
My Wife, my Infant, claim a Moment’s Stay ; 
This Day (perhaps the laft that fees me here) 
Demands a parting Word, a tender Tear: 
460 This Day, fome God who hates our Trojan Land - 
May vanquifh Heétor by a Grecian Hand. 
He faid, and paft with fad prefaging Heart 
To feek his Spoufe, his Soul’s far dearer Part ; 
At home he fought her, but he fought in vain ; 
465She, with one Maid of all her Menial Train, 
Had thence retir’d ; and with her fecond Joy, 
The young Affyanax, the Hope of Troy. 
Penfive fhe ftood on Ilion’s Tow’ry Height, 
Beheld the War, and ficken’d at the Si cht ; 
470’'There her fad Eyes in vain her Lord explore,” 
Or weep the Wounds her bleeding Country bore. 
| | But 
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But he who found not whom his Soul 


defir’d, 


Whofe Virtue charm’d him as her Beauty fir’d, 
Stood: in the Gates, and ask’d what way fhe bent 
Her parting Step? If to the Fane fhe went, 


Where late the mourning Matrons made Refort ; 
Or fought her Sifters in the Trojan Court ? 

Not to the Court (reply’d th’ Attendant Train) | 
Nor mix’d with Matrons to Minerva’s Fane: 


To Llion’s {teepy Tow’r fhe bent her way, 


To mark the Fortunes of the doubtful Day. 


Troy. fled, fhe heard, before the Grecian Sword ; 


She heard, and trembled for her abfent Lord : 
Diftracted with Surprize, fhe feem’d to fly, 


Fear. on her Cheek, and Sorrow in her Eye. 


The Nurfe attended with her Infant Boy, 
The young Aftyanax, the Hope of Troy. 


Heaor, this heard, réturn’d ‘without Delay ; 
Swift thro’ the Town he trod his former way, 
Thro’ Streets of Palaces and Walks of State; 


And met the Mourner at the Scaan Gate. 


With hafte to meet him fprung the joyful Fair, 


His blamelefs Wife, Aétion’s wealthy Heir 


(Cilictan 
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(Cilician Thebé great Aétion {way’d, 
495 And Hippoplacus’ wide-extended Shade) 
The Nurfe ftood near, in whofe Embraces preft 
His only Hope hung fmiling at her Breaft, 
Whom each foft Charm and early Grace adorn, 
Fair as the new-born Star that gilds the Morn. 
sooTo this lov’d Infant Heétor gave the Name 
Scamandrius, from Scamander’s honour’d Stream :‘ 
Aftyanax the Trojans call’d the Boy, 
From his great Father, the Defence of 7’ roy. 
Silent the Warrior f{mil’d, and pleas’d refign’d 
oso tender Paffions all his mighty Mind: 
His beauteous Princefs caft a mournful Look, 
Hung on his Hand, and then dejected {poke ; 
Her Bofom labour’d with a boding Sigh, 
And the big Tear ftood trembling in her Eye. 
sco Too daring Prince! ah whither doft thou run? 
Ah too forgetful of thy Wife and Son ! 
And think’f{t thou not how wretched we fhall be, 
A Widow I, an helplefs Orphan He! 
For fure fuch Courage Length of Life denies, 
sts And thou mutt fall, thy Virtue’s Sacrifice. 
Greece 
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Greece in her fingle Heroes {trove in vain; 

Now Hofts oppofe thee, and thou muft be flain! © 

Oh grant me Gods! e’re Heéfor meets his Doom, 

All I can ‘ask of Heav’n, an early Tomb! ; | 
So fhall my Days in one fad Tenor run, 520 

And end with Sorrows as ‘they firft begun.. 

No Parent now remains, my Griefs to fhare, : 

No Father’s Aid, no Mother’s tender Care. | 

The fierce Achilles wrapt our Walls in F Ire, ; 


I4I 


Lay’d Thebe wafte, and flew my warlike Sire! sy 


His Fate Compaffion in the Victor bred ; 

Stern as he was, he yet rever’d the Dead, — 

His radiant Arms preferv’d from hoftile Spoil, 

And lay’d him decent on the Fun’ral Pyle; - 

‘Then rais’d a Mountain where his Bones were burn’d, ‘530 

The Mountain Nymphs: the rural ‘Tomb adorn’d, 

Fove’s Sylvan Daughters ‘bade their Elms beftow’ . 

A barren Shade, and in his Honour grow. — 
By the fame Arm my fev’n brave Brothers fell, . 

In one fad Day beheld ‘the Gates of Hell ge ea Magy 

While the fat Herds and {nowie Flocks they fed, — 

Amid their Fields the haplefs Heroes bled! — 

: Nn My 
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My Mother liv’d to bear the Victor’s Bands, 
The Queen of Hippoplacia’s Syivan Lands: . 
540 Redeem’d too late, fhe {carce beheld again — 
Her pleafing Empire and her native Plain, 
When ah! oppreft by Life-confuming Woe, 
She fell a Victim to Diana’s Bow. 
Yet while my Heéor ftill furvives, I fee ._ 
545 My Father, Mother, Brethren, all, in thee. 
Alas! my Parents, Brothers, Kindred, all, 
Once more will perith if my Heéor fall. 
_ Thy Wife, thy Infant, in’ thy Danger fhare:. 
Oh prove a Husband’s and a Father’s Care! 
sso That Quarter moft the skillful Greeks annoy, 
Where yon’ wild Fig-Trees join the Wall of Troy: - - 
Thou, from this Tow’r defend th’ important Poft ; 
There Agamemnon points his dreadful Hoft, | 
That Pafs T'ydides, Ajax ftrive to gain, — 
sssAnd ‘there the vengeful Spartan fires his Train. 
Thrice our bold Foes the fierce Attack have giv’n, 
Or led by Hopes, or dictated from Heav’n. » 
Let others in the Field their Arms employ, 
But ftay my Hedtor here, and guard his Troy. 
The 
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The Chief reply’d : That Poft thall be my Care, 560 
Nor that alone, but all the Works of War. 

How would the Sons of Troy, in Arms renown’d, 

And Troy’s proud Dames whofe Garments {weep the 
Ground, 

Attaint the Luftre of my former Name, 

Should Aedor bafely quit the Field of Fame? 55 

My early Youth was bred to martial Pains, 

My Soul impells me to th’ embattel’d Plains ; 

Let me be foremoft to defend the Throne, | 

And guard my Father’s Glories, and my own. — 

Yet come it will, the Day decreed by Fates; 570 
(How my Heart trembles while my Tongue relates!) 
The Day when thou, Imperial Troy! muft bend, 
And fee thy Warriors fall, thy Glories end. 

And yet no dire Prefage fo wounds my Mind, 

My Mother’s Death, the Ruin of my Kind, - 575 - 
Not Priam’s hoary Hairs defil’d with Gore, 

Not all. my Brothers gafping on the Shore ; 

As thine, Andromache! thy Griefs I dread ; 

T fee thee trembling, weeping, Captive led! — 


In 
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580 In Ar give J.ooms our Battels to defign, 
And Woes, of which fo large a Part was thine! 
To bear the Victor’s hard Commands, or bring 
The Weight of Waters from Hyperia’s Spring. 

_ There, while you groan beneath the Load of Life, 

s8s5They cry, Behold the mighty Heéfor’s Wife! - 
Some haughty Greek who lives thy Tears to fee, 

_ Embitters all thy Woes, by naming me. 7 
The Thoughts of Glory paft, and prefent — 
A thoufand Griefs fhall waken at the Name! 
sgoMay I lie cold before that dreadful Day, 

Prefs’ with a Load of Monumental Clay ! 

Thy Heéfor wrapt in everlafting Sleep, 

Shall neither hear thee figh, nor fee thee weep. 

Thus having {poke, th’ illuftrious Chief of 77 roy 

s9s Stretch’d his fond Arms to clafp the lovely Boy. . 
_ The Babe clung crying to his Nurfe’s Breaft, 

Scar’d at the dazling Helm, and nodding Creft. 

With fecret Pleafure each fond Parent f mil’d, 

And Heéfor hafted to relieve his Child, 

cco The glitt’ring Terrors from his Brows unbound, 
And plac’d the beaming Helmet on the Ground. 

4 Then 
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Then kift the Child, and lifting high in Air, 
Thus to the Gods prefer’d a Father’s Pray’r. — 

O Thou! whofe Glory fills th’ Aétherial' Throne, 
And all ye deathlefs Pow’rs! protect my Son! 6s 
Grant him, like me, to.purchafe juft Renown, 

To guard the Trojans, to defend the Crown, 
Againft his Country’s Foes the War to wage, 

And rife the Heéfor of the future Age! 

So when triumphant from fuccefsful Toils, 610 
Of Heroes flain he bears the reeking Spoils, 

Whole Hofts may hail him with deferv’d Acclaim, 
And fay, This Chief tranfcends his Father’s Fame : 
While pleas’d amidft the gen’ral Shouts of Troy, 

His Mother’s confcious Heart o’erflows with Joy. — 6s 

He f{poke, and fondly gazing on her Gharms 
Reftor’d the pleafing Burden to her'Arms; _ 
Soft on her fragrant Breaft the Babe fhe laid, 
Huth’d to Repofe, and with a Smile furvey’d. - 
The troubled Pleafure foon chaftis’d by Fear, 620 
She mingled with the Smile a tender Tear. _ 

The foften’d Chief with kind Compaffion view’d, 
And dry’d the falling Drops, and thus. purfu’d. 
Oo Andromache! 
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Andromache! my Soul’s far better: Part, 

6.5 Why. with untimely Sorrows heaves thy Heart? 
No, hoftile Hand. can.antedate my Doom, 

- Till Fate condemns me-to the. filent Tomb. | 
Fix’d 1s the Term to_all,the Race of Earth, 
And fuch the hard Condition of our Birth. 

630 No Force can.then refift, no Flight.can:fave, 

All fink alike, the Fearful and.the Brave. — 

No more-——-but haften to‘thy Tasks at -hame, 
There guide the Spindle, and. direct the Loom : 
Me.Glory fummons to .the martial Scene, 

635 The Field of Combate is the Sphere :for Men. 
Where Heroes war, the foremoft Place 1 alaun, 
The firft in Danger as the firft in Fame. 

Thus having faid, the glorious Chief refumes 

His Tow’ry Helmet, black with fhading Plumes. © 

640 His Princefs parts with a prophetick Sigh, 

- Unwilling parts, and oft? reverts her Bye 
That ftream’d at ev'ry Look: then, moving flow, 
Sought her own Palace, and indulg’d her Woe. 

- There, while her Tears deplor’d the Godlike Man, 

645 Thro’ all her Train the foft ne ran, 

4 The 
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The. pious Maids their mingled Sorrows thed, : 
And mourn the: living Heéfor, as the: dead. 

But now, no longer deaf to Honour’s' Ezill, 
Forth iffues Paris’ from the Palace Wall. 
In’ Brazen Arms’that caft a gleamy’ Ray, ee 
Swift’thro’ the Town the Warriér bends his way. 
The -wariton Courfer thus, ‘with ‘Reis uribound, 
Breaks front his Stall, anil beats‘the trembling Grown 
Pamper’d and. proud, -he ‘feeks ‘the wonted. Tides, 
And‘laves, in'Height of Blood, His ‘fhiniig ‘Sides ; 655 
His Head ‘now ‘freed, ‘he ‘toffes td ‘the Skies 
His Mate dithével’d ‘o'er this ‘Shoulders “Hies* 
He fnuffs the Females in the diftant Plain, 
And fprings, exulting, to his Fields again. 
With equal Triumph, fprightly, bold and gay, 6 
In Arms refulgent as the God of Day, 
The Son of Priam, glorying in his Might, - 

Rufh’d forth with Heéfor to the Fields of Fight. 
And now the Warriors paffing on the way, | 
The graceful Paris firft excus’d his Stay. 665 
To whom the noble Heéfor thus reply’d : 

O Chief! in Blood, and now in Arms, ally’d ! 
- Thy 
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Thy Pow’r in War with Juftice none contett ; 
Known is thy Courage, and thy Strength confeft. 

670 What Pity, Sloath fhould feize a Soul fo brave, 
Or Godlike Paris live a Woman’s Slave! _ 

| My Heart weeps Blood at what the Trojans fay, 
And hopes, thy Deeds fhall wipe the Stain away. 
Hafte then, in all their glorious Labours thare; 

675 For much they fuffer, for thy fake, in War. 
Thefe Ills fhall ceafe, whene’er by fove’s Decree 

We crown the Bowl to Heav’n and Liberty : | 
While the proud Foe his fruftrate Triumphs mourns, 
And Greece indignant thro’ her Seas returns. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


SIXTH BOOK. 


I. 


VERSE. ~ IRST Ajax.] Ajax performs his Ex- 
- ploits immediately upon the Departure 
of the Gods from the Battel.. It is ob~ 
m  ferv’d that this Hero is never affifted. 
by the Deities, as moft of the reft are: See his Character in 
the Notes on the feventh Book. The Expreflion of the 
Greek is, that he brought Light to his Troops, which M. Dacter 
takes to be metaphorical: I do not fee but it may be literal ; 
he broke the thick Squadrons of the Enemy, and open’d a 
Paflage for the Light. 


Il. 


Verse 9. The Thracian Acamas.| This Thracian Prince 
is the fame in whofe Likenefs Mars appears in the preceding 
Book, rallying the 7rojans and forcing the Greeks to retire. 
In the prefent Defcription of his Stréngth and Size, we fee 
with what Propriety this Perfonage was felected by the Poet. 
as fit to be affumed by the God of War. 


HI. 

Verse 16. Axylus, Ho/pitable.| This beautiful Character 

of Axylus has not been able to efcape the Mifunderftanding of 
4 
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OBSERVATIONS On” 


fome of the Commentators, who thought Homer defign’d it 
as a Reproof of an undiftinguifh’d Generofity. It is evident. 
ly a Panegyrick on that Virtue, and not improbably on the 
Memory of fome excellent, but unfortunate Man in that Coun- 
try, whem poe Poet hqnours with the gable Title gf 4 Friepzd, 
te Mankind. t is indeed a fevere Repraof of the Ingeatitudé 
of Men, and a kind of Satyr on human Race, while he repre- 
fents this Lover of his Species mifegably perifhing without 
Affiftance from any of thofe Numbers he had obliged. This 


- Death is very moving, and the Circumftance of a faithful 


Servant’s dying by his fide, well imagined, and nazural to 
fuch a Character. His manner of keeping Houfe near a fre- 
quented Highway, and relieving all Travellers, is agreeable 
to that ancient Hofpitality which we now only read of. There 


_is Abundance of this Spirit every where in the Ody/Jes. The 


Patriarchs in the Old Teftament fit at their Gates-to fee thofe 
who pals by, and entreat them to enter intg their Houfes : 
This cordial manner of Invitation is particulggly defcribed in 
the 184 and 19th Chapters of Genefis. The Eaffern Nati- 
ens feem to have had a peculiar Difpofition to thefe Exercifes 
of oe which continues ia a great meafure to this Day. 
It is yet a Biece of Charity frequent with the Zarks, to erect 
Caravanferabs, ot Inas for the Reception of Travellers. Since 
I am upon this Head, I muft mention one er two extraordi- 
nary Examples of ancient Hofpitality. Dsedorus Siculus yrites 
of Galhas of Agrigentum, that having built feverall Inns for 
the Relief of Strangers, he appeinted Perfons at the Gates to 
invite all who travell’d to make ufe of them; and that this 
Example was followed by many others who were inclined af- 
ter the ancient manner to live in a human and beneficent 
Correfpondence with Mankind. That this Ga/ias entertain’d 
and cloathed at one time no lefs than five hundred Horfe- 
men; and.chat there were jn his Cellars three hundred Vel- 
fels, each of which contain'd an hundred Hegtheads of Wine. 
The fame Author tells us of another Agrigentine, that at the 


Marriage of his Daughter feafted all the People of his City, 


who at that time were above twenty thoufand. 


Herodotus in his feventh Book has a Story of this kind, — 


which is prodigious, being of a private Man fo immenfeby 
rich 


th Sixtn Book 


tich as to entertain Yerxes and his whole Army. I 
{hall tranfcribe the Paflage as I find it tran{flated to my 
Hands. | | 


cc Pyzbius the Son of Atys, a Lydian, then refiding in 
Celene, entertain’d the King and all his Army with great 
Magnificence, and offerd him his Treafures towards the 
Expence of the War: which Liberality Xerxes communi- 
cating to the Perfians about him, and asking who this 
Prythias was , and what Riches he might have to enable 
Lim to make fuch an Offer ? Reeeiv’d this Anfwer; Py- 
thius, {aid they, is the Perfon who prefented your Father 
Darius with a Plane-Tree and Vine of Gold: and after 
you, is the siche(t Man we know in the World. Xerxes 
farpriz’d with thefe laft Words, ask'd him to what Sum his 
Trealures might amount. I {hall conceal nothing from 
you, faid Pytheus ; nor pretend to be ignorant of my owa 
Wealth ; but being perfectly inform’d of the State of my 
Accompts, fhall tell you the Truth with Sincerity. When 
1 heard you was ready 'to begin the March towards the 
Grecian Sex 1 xefolv’d to prefent you with a Sum of Mo- 


ney towards the Charge of the War; and fo that end 


having taken an Account of my Riches, I found by Com 
atation that-I had two thoufand Talents of Silver, and 
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three Millions nine hundred ninety three thoufand Pieces. 


of Gold, bearing the Scamp of Dasius.. Thefe. Treafures 
1 freely give you, becaufe I that. be: fafficiently furnifh’d 
with whatever is neceflary to Life by the Labour of my 


Servants and Husbandmen. 


co Wernes heard thefe Words with Pleafure, ad ta anfwer 


to Pythins, faid; My Lydian Hott, fince I parted from 
Sufa \ have not found a Man befides your felf, who has 
« offer'd to entertain my Army, OF voluntarily ro contribute 


his ‘Treafures.to promote the prefent Expedition. | You a- 
lone have treated my Army magnificently, and readily of- 
ferd me immenfe Riches: Therefore, in Return of your 
Kindnefs, | make you my Hoft; and that you may be 
Matter of the intire Sum of four Millions in Gold, 1 will 
ive you feven thoufand Darian Pieces out of my own 
Treafure. Keep then all the Riches you now poflefs; an 


Q4q | wd 


tion, if we confider the Chara@er of Aeneas to w 
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«< if you -know how to continue always in the fame good 
*¢ Difpofition, you fhall never have reafon to repent of your 
‘“< Affection to me, either now or in future time. . 


| The Sum here offer’'d by Pythius amounts by Brerewooa’s 
Computation to three Millions three hundred feventy five thou- 
fand Pounds Sterling, according to the leffer Valuation of Ta- 
dents. I make no Apology for inferting fo remarkable a Paflage 
at length, but fhall only. add, that it was at laft the Fate of this 
Pythius (like our Avylus) to experience the Ingratitude of 
Man ;_his eldeft Son being afterwards cut in Pieces by the 
fame Xerwes. 

_ TV. 


Verse 57. Ob fpare my Youth, &c.| This Paflage, where 
Agamemnon takes away that Trojan’s Life whom Menelaus had 

ardoned, and. is not blamed by Homer for fo doing, mutt 
@ afcribed to the uncivilized Manners of thofe Times, when 
Mankind was not united by the Bonds of a rational Society, 
and is not therefore to be imputed to the Poet, who followed 
Nature as it was in his Days. The Hiftoricak Books of. the. 
Old Teftament abound in Inftances of the like Cruelty to 
conquer’d Enemies. — 

Pargil had this Part of Homer in his View when he deferi- 
bed the Death of Magus in the tenth A-neid. Thofe Lines 
of his Prayer where he offers a Ranfome are tranflated from 
this of Adraftus, but both the Prayer and the. Anfwer Aeneas 
makes when he refufes him Mercy, are very much heighten’d 
and improved. They alfo receive a great Addition of Beauty 
and Propriety from the Occafion on which he inferts them : 
Young Pallas is juft kill’d, and Aneas feeking to be reveng’d 
upon Turnus, meets this Magus. Nothing can be a more 
artful Piece of Addrefs than the firft Lines of that Su plica- 

co it 
is made, | | 


Per patrios manes, per {pes furgentis Fiil:, 


Te precor, hanc animam Serves natoque, Patrigue ! 


And 


the Sixtu Book: 


And what can exceéd the Clofenefs and FullnefS of that Re 
ply to it? | | : 


----------Bell; commercia Turnus | 
Suftulst sfia prior, jam tum Pallante perempto. 
Hoc patris Anchife manes, hoc fentit Fiilus. 


This removes the Imputation of Cruelty from zeas, which 
had lefs agreed with his Character than it does with a- 
memnon’s ; whofe Reproof to Menelaus in this Place is not un- 


like that of Samuel to Saul for not killing Agag. 
V. 


Verse 74. Her Infants at the Breaft fhall fall.) Or, her 
Infants yet in the Womb, for it will bear either Senfe. But 


I think Madam Dacser in the right, in her Affirmation that - 


the Greeks were not arrived to that Pitch of Cruelty to rip 
up the Wombs of Women with Child. Homer (fays fhe) to 
remove all equivocal Meaning from this Phrafe, adds the 
Words x&eov eévra, juvenem puerulum exiftentem, which would 
be ridiculous were it {aid of a Child yet unborn. Befides, he 
would never have reprefented one of his firft Heroes capable 
of fo barbarous a Crime, ‘or at leaft would not have commen- 
ded him (as he does juft after) for {uch a wicked Exhortation. 


VI. 


Verse 88. Firft gain the Conqueft, then divide the Spoil.} 
This important Maxim of War is very naturally introduced, 
upon Neftor’s having feen Menelaus ready to {pare an Enemy 
for the fake of a Ranfome. It was for fuch Leffons as thefe 
(fays M. Daczer) that Alexander fo much efteem’d Homer and 


ftudy’'d his Poem. He made. his Ufe of this Precept in 


the Battel of Arbela, when Parmeniw being in danger of 
weakening the main Body to defend the Baggage, he fent 
this Meflage to him. Leave the Bagpage there, for if we 
carry the Victory, we fhall. not only recover what is our 

3 own, 
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owtt, but be Maftets of all that is the Enemy’s. Hiftories 
ancient and modern are fill’d with Examples of Enterprizes 


that have mifcarry’d, and Battels that have been loft, by the 
Greedinefs of Soldiers for Pillage. : 


Vil. 


Virse 98. We 10 confult, and attive to defend.| This is 
a twofold Branch of Praife, expreffing the Excellence of thefe 
Princes both in Council and in Battal I think Madam De- 
crer’s Tranflation does not come up to the Senfe of the Original. 
Les plus bardss & les plus expertmentez des nos Capitains. 


VII. 


Virse 107. Thou Hector to the Town.) It has been a mo- 


dern Objection to Homer’s Condué,’ that Hefor upon whom 


the whole Fate of the Day depended, is made to retire from 
the Bartel, only to carry a Meflage to Troy concerning 
a Sacrifice, which might have been done as well by any o- 
ther. Théy think it Pfurd in Helenus to advife this, and in 
Heffor to comply with it. What occafion’d this falfe Criti- 
cifm was that they imagin’d it to be a Piece of Advice, and 
not aCommand. Helenus was a Prieft.and Augur of the higheft 
Rank, he enjoins it as a Point of Religion, and Heffor obeys 
him as one infpired from Heaven. The 7rojan Army was in 
the urmoft Diftrefs, occafion’d by the prodigious Slaughter 
made by Diomed: There was therefore more Reafon and Ne- 
ceffity to propitiate Minerva who affifted that Hero; which He- 


~ Tenus might know, tho’Hefor would have chofen to have ftay’d 


and trufted to the Arm of Flefh. Here is nothing but what 
may agree with each of theirChataders. Hector goes as he 
was obliged in Religion, but not before he: has animated the 
Troops, re-eftablifhed the Combate, repulfed the Greeks to 
fome diftance, received a Promife from Helenus that they 
would make a ftand ae the Gates, and given one himfelf to 
the Army that he would foon return to the Fight: All which 
Homer has been careful to {pecify, to fave the Honour and 


| preferve. the Character of this:-Hero. As to Helenus. his 


Part, 


the Stxtu Book. 


Part, he faw ‘thé Straits his Countrymen were reduced to; 
he knew his Authority as a Prieft, and defign’d to revive the 
Courage of the Troops by a Promife of divine Affiftance. 
Nothing adds more Courage to.the Minds of Men than Su- 
perftition, and perhaps it was the only Expedient then left; 


much like a modern Practice in the Army, to enjoin a Faft — 


when they wanted Provifion. Helenus could no way have 
made his Promife more credible, than by fending a- 
way Heéfor ; which look’d like an Affurance that nothing 
could prejudice them during his Abfence on fuch a religious 
Account. No Leader of lefs Authority than Heéor could {6 
properly have enjoin’d this folemn A& of Religion; and 
laftly, no other whofe Valour was lefs known than his, could 
have left the Army in this Jun@ure without a Taint upon his 
Honour. Homer makes this Piety fucceed; Parss is brought 
back to the Fight, the 7rojans afterwards prevail, and Fups- 
ter appears openly in their favour, 4.8. Tho’ after all, I can- 
not diffemble my Opinion, that the Poet’s chief Intention in 
this, was to introduce that fine Epifode of the Parting of 
Heétor and Andromache. This Change of the Scene to Troy 
furnifhes him with a great Number of Beauties. By shis 
means (fays Euftathius) his Poem is for a time divefted of the 
Fiercenefs and Violence of Battels, and being as st were wafl'd 
from Slaughter and Blood, becomes calm and fmiling by thé 
Beauty of thefe varius Epifodes, _ : 


a ».¢ 


Verse 117. Lf fo the Pow’r atton'd, | The Poet here 
plainly —— Helenus, by his Skill in Augury or fome other 
divine Infpiration, well inform’d that the Might of Domed 
which wrought fuch great Deftru@ion among the 7raans, 
was the Gift of Pallas incens’d againft them. The Propher 
therefore direéts Prayers, Offerings, and Sacrifices to be made 
to appeafe the Anger of this offended Goddefs; not to in- 
voke the Mercy of any propitious Deity. This is conform- 
able to the whole Syftem of Pagan Superftition, the Worfhip 
whereof being grounded not on Love but Fear, feems dire- 
ted, rather to avert the Malice and Anger of a wrathful and 

Rr mifchievous 
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mifchievous Demon, than to implore the Affiftance and Pro- 
te&tion of a benevolent Being. In this Strain of Religion 
this fame Prophet is introduced by /srgs/ in the third Eneid, 
giving particular Direction to Aineas to appeafe the Indigna- 
tion of fxvo, as the only means which could bring his Labours 
to a profperous End. | 


Unum illud tii, nate Dea, preque omuzbus unum 

Predicam, & repetens sterumque sterumque monebo. 
unonis magne primum prece numen adora: 

ame cane vota libens, dominamque potentem 


— Suppheibus fupera donts :--—-—-- 
X. 


Verse 147. The Interview of Glaucus and Diomed.] No 
Paffage in our Author has been the Subject of more fevere 
and groundlefs Criticifms than this, where thefe two Heroes 
enter into a long Converfation (as they will have it) in the 
Heat of a Battel. Monfieur Dacier’s Anfwer in Defence of 
Homer is fo fall, that I cannot do better than to tranflate it 
from his Remarks on the 26¢ Chapter of — Poetic. 
There can be nothing more unjuft than the Criticifms 
paft upon things that are the Effe& of Cuftom. It was 
ufual in ancient Times for Soldiers to talk together be- 
fore they encounter’d. Homer is full of Examples of this 
fort, and he very well deferves we fhould be fo juft as 
to believe, he had never done it fo often, but that it was 


agreeable to the Manners of his Age. But this is not only 


a thing of Cuftom, but founded in Reafon itfelf. The Ties 
of Hofpitality in thofe Times were held more facred than 
thofe of Blood; and it is on that Account Domed gives fo 
long an Audience to G/aucus, whom he acknowledges to be 
his Gueft, with whom it was not lawful to engage in Com- 
bate. Homer makes an admirable Ufe of this Conjundure, 
to introduce an entertaining Hiftory after fo many Battels as 
he has been defcribing, and to unbend the Mind of his Rea- 
der by a Recital of fo much Variety as the Story of the 
Family of Sifyphus. It may be farther obferv’d, with what 

| Addrefs 
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Addrefs and Management he places this loig Converfation ; 
it is not during the Heat of an obftinate Battel, which had 
been too unfeafonable to be excufed by any Cuftom whart- 
ever; but he brings it in after he has made Heéfor re- 
tire into Zroy, when the Abfence of fo powerful an Enemy 
had given Diomed that Leifure which he could not have had 
¢otherwife. One need only read the judicious Remark of Ez- 
—— flathius upon this Place. The Poet ({ays he) after having 
causd Hector to go out of the Fight, interrupts the Violence of 
HVars, and gwes fome Relaxation to the Reader, i caufing 
him to pafs from the Confufion and Diforder of the Action to 
the Tranquillity and Security of an Hiftortcal Narration. For 
by means of the happy Epifode of Glaucus, be cafts a thoufand 
pleafing Wonders into his Poem; as Fables, that mclude beau- 
tiful Allegories, Hsftortes, Genealogses, Sentences, ancient Cu- 
fioms, and feveral other Graces that tend to the diverfifying of 
bis Work, and which by breaking (as one may fay) the Mono- 
tomy of st, agreeably infiruct the Reader. Let us obferve, in 
how fine a manner Homer has hereby praifed both Diomed 
and Heéfor. Fer he makes us know, that as long as Heéfor 
is in the Field, the Greeks have not the leaft Leifure to take 
breath ; and that as foon as he quits it, all the 7rojans, how- 
ever they had regain’d all their Advantages, were not able to 
employ Diomed fo far as to prevent his entertaining him- 
felf with G/aucus without any danger to his Party. Some 
may think after all, that tho’ we may juftify Homer, we 
cannot excufe the Manners of his Time; it not being natu- 
ral for Men with Swords in their Hands to dialogue together 
in cold Blood juft before they engage. But not to alledge, 
that. thefe very Manners yet remain in thofe Countries, which 
have not been corrupted by the Commerce of other Nati- 
ons, (which is a great Sign of their being natural) what Rea- 
fon can be offer’d that it is more natural to fall on at firft 
Sight with Rage and Fiercenefs, than to {peak to an E- 
nemy before the Encounter? Thus far Monfieur Dacser, and 
St. Evremont asks humouroufly, if it might not be as pro- 
per in that Country for Men to harangue before they fought, 
as it is in Lxngland to make Speeches before they are hanged. 


That 
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That Homer is not in general apt to make unfeafonable 
Harangues (as thefe Cenfurers would reprefent) may appear 
from that remarkable Care he has {hewn in many Places to 
avoid them: As when in the fifth Book /xeas being cured 
on a fudden in the middle of the Fight, is {een with Sur- 
prize by his Soldiers; he f{pecifies with particular Caution, 
that they asked him no Quefitons how he became cured, in a 
time of fo much Bufinefs and Action. Again, when there is 
a Neceffity in the fame Book that Minerva fhould have a Con- 
ference with Dsomed, in order to engage him againft Mars 
(after her Prohibition to him to fight with the Gods) Homer 
chufes a time for that Speech, juft when the Hero is retir’d 
behind his Chariot to take Breath, which was the only Mo- 
ment that could be fpared during the Hurry of that whole 
Engagement. One might produce many Inftances of the 
fame kind. 

The Difcourfe of Glaucus to Diomed is feverely cenfured, 
not only on Account of the Circumftance of Time and Place, 
but likewife on the Score of the Subject, which is taxed as 
improper, and foreign to the End and Defign of the Poem. 
But the Criticks who have made this Objection, feem neither 
to comprehend the Defign of the Poet in general, nor the 
particular Aim of this Difcourfe. Many Paffages in the beft 
ancient Poets appear unaffecting at prefent, which probably 
gave the greateft Delight to their firft Readers, becaufe they 
were nearly interefted in what was there related. It is very 
plain that Homer defigned this Poem as a Monument to the 
Honour of the Greeks, who, tho’ confifting of feveral inde- 
pendent Societies, were yet very national in Point of Glory, 
being ftrongly affected with every thing that feem’d to ad- 
vance the Honour of their common Country, and refentful 
of any Indignity -offer’d to it. This Difpofition was the 
Ground of that grand Alliance which is the Subject of this 
Poem. To Men fo fond of their Country’s Glory, what could 
be more agreeable than to read a Hiftory fill’d with Wonders 
of a noble Family tranfplanted from Greece into A/a? They 
might here learn with Pleafure that the Grectan Virtues did 
not degenerate by removing into diftant Climes: but efpecial- 
ly they muft be affected with uncommon Delight to find that 

Sarpedon 


the SixtH Book. 


Sarpedon and Glaucas, the braveft of the 7rojaz Auxiliaries, 
were originally Greeks. — | 

Taffo in this manner has introduced an agreeable Epifode, 
which fhews Clorinda the Offspring of Chriftran Parents, tho’ 
engag’d in the Service of the /nfde/s, Cant. 12. : 


XI. 


Verse 149. Between both Armies met, &c.| It is ufual 
with Homer before he introduces a Hero, to make as it were 
a Halt, to render him the more remarkable. Nothing could 
more prepare the Attention and Expectation of the Reader; 
than chis Circumftance at the firft meeting of Diomed and 
Glaucus. Juft at the Time when the Mind begins to be weary 
with the Batrtel, it is diverted with the Profpect of a fingle 
Combate, which of a fudden turns to an Interview of Friend- 
fhip and an unexpected Scene of fociable Virtue. The whole 
Air of the Converfation between thefe two Heroes has fome= 
thing heroically folemn in it. - | | 


xil. 


Verse 159. But if from Heav'n, &c.] A quick change of 
Mind from the greateft Impiety to as great Superftition, is 
frequently obfervable in Men who having been guilty of the 
a heirious Crimes without any Reniott on the fudden are 
fill’d with Doubts and Scruples about the moft lawful or in- 
different Actions. This feems the prefent Cafe of Diomed, 
who having knowingly wounded and infulted the Deities, is 
now afraid to engage the firft Man he meets; left. perhaps a 
God might be conceal’d in that Shape. This Difpofition of 
Diomed produces the Queftion he puts to Glaucus, which 
without this Confideration will appear impertinent, and fo 
naturally occafions that agreeable Epifode of Bellerophon which 
Glaucus relates in anfwer to Diomed. oe 


““Varse 161. Not long Lycurgus, &¢.] What Diomed 


here 
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here fays is the Effe@ of Remorfe, as if the had ex- 
ceeded the Commiffion of Pallas in encountring with the 
Gods, and dreaded the Confequences of ptoceeding too far. 
At leaft he had no fuch Commiffion now, and befides, was 
no longer capable .of diftinguifhing them: from Men (a Fa- 
culty fhe had given him in the foregoing Book :) He there- 
fore mentions this Story of Lycargus as an Example that fuf- 
ficed to terrify him from fo rath an Undertaking. The 
Ground of the Fable they fay is this, Lycurgus cauled moft 
of the Vines of his Country to be rooted up, fo that his Sub- 
jects were obliged to mix it with Water when it was lef plen- 
tiful: Hence it was feign’d that Thetis receiv’d Bacchus into 
her Bofom. 


XIV. 


VeRsE 190. Lymortals bleft with endlef Eafe.| Tho’ Da- 
cier’s and moft of the Verfions take no Notice of the Epithet 
ufed in this Place, Occ} peta Cwovrec, Di facile feu beate viven- 
tes; the Tranflator thought it a Beauty which he could not 
but endeavour to preferve. 


XV. 


Verse 178. Approach, and enter the dark Gates of Death.} 
This haughty Air which Homer gives his Heroes was doubr- 
lefs a Copy of the Manners and hyperbolical Speeches of thofe 
Times. Thus Gohab to.David, Sam. 1. Ch. 17. Approach, 
and I will. give thy Fle/b to the Fowls of the Air and the Beafts 
of the Field, The Orientals {peak the fame Language to this 
Day, is ¢ ee : | 


_ KVE 


Verse 181. Like Leaves on Frees.) There is 2 noble Gra- 
vity in the beginning of this Speech of Glaucus, according 
to the true Style of Anti uity; Few and evil are our Days. 
This beautiful Thought of our Author whereby the Race of 
Men are compared to the Leaves: of Trees, is celebrated by 

| : Stmontdes 
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Simonides in a fine Fragment extant in Stobeus. The fame 
Thought may be found in Ecclefiafficus, Ch. 14. W. 18. als 
moft in the fame Words ; 4s of the green Leaves on a thick 
Tree, fome fall, and fome grow; fo ts the Genération of Flefp 
and Blood, one cometh to an end, and another ss born. 

The Reader who has feen fo many Paffages imitated from 
Homer by fucceeding Poets, will no doubt be pleafed to fee 
one of an ancient Poet which Homer has here imitated ; this 
is a Fragment of Mz/eus preferv’d by Clemens Alexandrinus in 
his Stromata, Lib. 6. 


‘Og & dutws 4 Duara Qua Ceidupog desea, 
“AAAa mév ev mealyow adnoGbivet, arrw dé Query 
‘Q¢ d2 4 aNevine yeven 4 Quadro “éNooes. 


Tho’ this Comparifon be juftly admir’d for its Beauty in this 
obvious Application to the Mortality and Succeffion of human 
Life, it feems however defign’d by the Poet in. this Place as a 
proper Emblem of the tranfitory State not of Men but of Fa+ 
milies, which being by their Misfortunes or Follies fallen and 
decay’d, do again in a happier Seafon revive and flourifh m 
the Fame and Virtues of their Pofterity: In this Senfe it is 
a direct Anfwer to what Dzomed had ask’d, as well as a pro- 
per Preface to what Glaucus relates of his own Family, which 
having been extiné& in Corith, had recover’d new Life in 
Lycza. 
XVII. 


Verse 193. Then calbd Ephyre.] It was the fame which 
was afterwards called Corinth, and bad that Name in Homer’s 
Time, as appears from this Catalogue, W.77.. 0 


XVII. . 


Verse 196. Lov'd for thar Valour which preferves Mans 
kind.| ‘This Diftin@ion of trae Valour which has the Good 
of Mankind for its End, in Oppofition to the Valour of Ty- 
- tants or Oppreffors, is beautifully hinted by Homer in — 

- pithet 
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pithet égatew, amiable Valour. Such as was that of Bellero- 


phon who freed the Land from Monfters, and Creatures de- 


ftruétive to his Species. It is apply’d to this young Hero 
with particular Judgment and Propriety, if we confider the 
Innocence and Gentlenefs of his Manners appearing from the 
following Story, which every one will obferve has a great Re- 
femblance with that of Jo/eph in the Scriptures. 


XIX. 


Verse 216. The fasthful Youth his Monarch’s Mandate 
fhow'd.| Plutarch much commends the Virtue of Bellerophon, 
who faithfully carry’d thofe Letters he might fo juftly fufpe& 
of ill Confequence to him: The Paflage is in his Difcourfe 
of Curiofity, and worth tranfcribing. . ‘‘ A Man of Curiofity 
<“« is void of all Faith, and it is better to truft Letters or any 
<< important Secrets to Servants, than to Friends and Fami- 
<“¢ liars of an inquifitive Temper. Bellerophon when he car- 
“¢ ry’d Letters that order’d his own Deftruction, did not un- 
“¢ feal them, but forbore touching the King’s Difpatches with 
‘¢ the fame Continence, as he had refrain’d from injuring 
“ his Bed: For Curiofity is an Incontinence as well as 
“ Adultery. - | 


XX, 


Verse 219. Firft dive Chimezra.] Chimera was feign’d to 
have the Head of a Lion breathing Flames, the Body of a 
Goat, and the Tail of a Dragon ; becaufe the Mountain of 
that Name in Lycsa had a Vudcano on its top, and nourifh’d 
Lions, the middle Part afforded Pafture for Goats, and the 
bottom was infefted with Serpents. Bellerophon deftroying 
thefe, and rendring the Mountain habitable, was faid to 
have conquer’d Chimera. He calls this Monfter @¢io +yé- 
yoc, in the manner of the Hebrews, who gave to any thing 
vaft or extraordinary the Appellative of Dsvine, So the 
Pfalmift fays, The Mountains of God, &c. | Pee 


XXL 


th S1ixtu Book: 


XXI. 


Verse 227. The Solymzan Crew.] Thefe Solymi were ari 
ancient Nation inhabiting the mountainous Parts of A/a Mi- 
nor between Lycza aud Péfidia. Pliny mentions them as an 
Inftance of a People fo entirely deftroy’d, that no Footfteps of 
them remain’d in his Time. Some Authors both ancient 
and modern, from a Refemblance in found to the Latin Name 
of Ferufalem, have confounded them with the Jews. Tacsus, 
{peaking of the various Opinions concerning the Origin of 
the Fewifh Nation, has thefe Words, Clara alii tradunt Fu- 
deorum initia, Solymos carminibus Homeri celebratum gentem, 


condite urbi Hterofolymam nomen é fuo feciffe. Hift. Lib. 6. 
XXII. 


Verse 239. The Lycians grant a chofen Space of Ground.) 
It was ufual in the ancient Times, upon any fignal Piece of 
Service perform’d by the Kings or great Men, to have a Por- 
tion of Land decreed by the Publick as a Reward to them. 
Thus when Sarpedon in the twelfth Book incites Glzacus to 
behave himfelf valiantly, he puts him in mind of thefe Pof- 
{effions granted by his Countrymen. —— 


Dravne, tly dy vat tetiyuauecta pdrica-—--&e. 
Kal Témevog veuducota meya ZdwWow rag’ oxbac, 
Karoy, Quranic 4 adeovens mucoDegoio ; 


In the fame manner in the ninth Book of Virgil, Nifus is 
promifed by A/canius the Frelds which were poflefs’d by Laz:- 


nus, as a Reward for the Service he undertook. 
-——-—-Campi quod rex habet ipfe Latinas. 


Chapman has an Interpolation in this Place, to tell us that 
this Fse/d was afterwards called by the Lycians, The Field 
of Wandrings, from the Wandrihgs and Diftraction of Bel- 
lerophon in the latter Part of his Life. But they were not 
| Tt thefe 
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thefe Fields that were call'd ’Aasio, but thofe upon which he 
fell from the Horfe Pega/fus, when he endeavour’d (as the 
Fable has it) to mount to Heaven. , 


XXIII. 

Verse 245. But when at lafi, &c.] The fame Criticks 
who have taxed Homer for being too tedious in this Story of 
Bellerophon, have cenfured him for omitting to relate the 
patticular Offence which had rais’d the Anger of the Gods 
againft 4 Man formerly fo highly favour’d by them: 
But this Relation coming from the Mouth of his Grandfon, 


it is with great Decorum and Propriety he paffes over in Si- 


lence thofe Crimes of his Anceftor, which had provok’d the 
divine Vengeance againft him. Mion has interwoven this 
Story with what Homer here relates of Bellerophon. 


Left from this flying Steed unretn’d (as once — 
Bellerophon, zhough from a lower Chime) 
Difmounted on the Aleian Field I fall, 
Erroneous there to wander and forlora. | 
| : ‘Parad. loft. B. 7. 


Tully in his third Book of Tu/culane Queftions, having ob- 
ferv’d that Perfons opprefs’d with Woe naturally feek Soli- 
tude, inftances this Example of Bellerophon, and gives us 
his Tranflation of two of thefe Lines. 


Dus mifer in campos meerens errabat Aleis, 
Lpfe funm cor edens, hominum veftigia vitans. 


XXIV. 


Verse 267. Our Grandfires have been Guefts of old.| The 
Laws of Hofpitalicy were anciently held in great Vene- 
ration. .The Friendfhip contrated hereby was fo facred, 
that they prefer’d it to all the Bands of Confanguinity and 
Alliance, arid accounted it obligatory even to the third and 
fourth Generation. We have aa in the foregoing — of 
7 . Bellero- 


the SixtH Boak. 


Bellerophon, that Prectus, a Prince under the Suppofition of 


being injur’d in the higheft degree, is yet afraid to re- 


venge himfelf upon the Criminal on this Account: He 
is forced ta fend him inta Lycia rather than be guilty 
of a Breach of this Law in his awn Country, And the 
King of Lycia having entertain’d the Stranger. before he 
unfeal’d the Letters, puts him upon Expeditians abroad, in 
which he might be deftray’d, rather than at hisCourt. We 
here fee Diomed and Glaucus agresing not to he Enemies dy= 
ring the whole Courfe of a War, only becaufe their Grand- 
fathers had heen mutual Guefts. And we afterwards find 
Teucer engaged with the Greeks on this Acconnt. again{t the 
Trojans, tho’ he was himfelf of 7ryan Extraction, the Ne- 
phew of Priam by the Mother’s fide, and Coufin German of 
Heéor, whofe Life he purfues with the utmoft Violence. 
They preferved in their Families the Prefents which had been 
made on thefe Occafions, as obliged to tranfmit to their 
Children the Memorials of this Right of Hofpitality. Hujtathis. 


RXV. 


‘Verse 291. Jove warurd bis Bofam and enlargd bss Mind,) 
"The Words in the Original are ERGAGTO Aeevac, which may er 
ge be interpreted, be took away his Senfe, ox be elevated 

is Mind. The former being a Reflection upen Glaucus’s 
Prudence, for making {o unequal an Exchange, the laeter 9 
Praife of the Magnanimity and Generofity which induced hin 
to it. Porphyry contends for its being underftood in this Jatt 
way, and Exffatbius, Monfieur and Madam Dacier are of the 
{fame Opinion, Notwith(tanding it is certain that Homer ufes 
the fame Words in the contrary Senfe in the feventeenth Iliad, 
V. 470. and in the nineteenth, W.137. And it is an obvi- 
ous Remark, that the Interpretation of Porphyry as much 
difhonowrs Diomed who propeled this Exchange, as it does 
Honour to Gleucus for confenting to it. However 1 have 
followed it, if not as the jufter, as the moft heroic Senfe, 
and as it has the nobler Aig in Poetry. 


XXVI. 
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XXVI. 


Versk 295. A hundred Beeves.| I wonder the Curious have 
not remark’d from this Place, that the Proportion of the Va- 
lue of Gold to Brajs in the Time of the Trojan War, was but 
as an hundred to nine; allowing thefe Armours of equal 
Weight; which as they belong’d to Men of equal Strength, 
is a reafonable Suppofition. As to this manner of compu- 
ting the Value of the Artnout by Beeves or Oxen, it might be 
either becaufe the Money was anciently ftamp’d with thofe 
Figures, or (which is moft probable in this Place) becaufe 
in thofe Times they generally purchafed by Exchange of 
Commodities, as we fee by a Paflage near the end of the fe- 
venth Book. : 


XXVIIL 


Verse 329. Far hence be Bacchus’ Gifts—-Enflaming Wine.) 
This Maxim of Heéfor’s concerning Wine, has a great deal 
of Truth in it. It is a vulgar Miftake to imagine a Ufe of 
Wine either raifes the Spirits, or encreafes Strength. The 
beft Phyficians agree with Homer in the Point; whate- 
ver our modern Soldiers may obje& to this old heroic Re- 
gimen. One may take notice that Sampfon as well as He- 
&or was a Water-drinket ; for he was a Nazarste by Vow, 
and as fuch was forbid the Ufe of Wine. To which Mihon 


alludes in his Samp/fon Agoniftes. 


Where-ever Fountain or frefh Curren flowd 
Againft the Eaftern Ray, tranflucent, pure, 

— With touch Ethereal of Heavns fiery Rod, 
I drank, from the clear milky ‘fusce allaying 
Thirft, and refrefl’d; nor envy d them the a 
Whofe Heads that turbulent Liquor fills with Fames. 


XXVIIL 


—VeERsE 335. LU fits st me, with human Gore diftawd, i 
| e 


the Srxtu Boor. 


The Cuftom which prohibits Perfons polluted with Blood to 
perform any Offices of divine Worthip before they were puri- 
fied, is fo ancient and univerfal, that it may in fome fort be 
efteem’d a Precept of natural Religion, tending to infpire an 


uncommon Dread and religious Horror of Bloodfhed. There 
is a fine Paflage in Euripides where Iphigenia argues how im- 


ffible it is that human Sacrifices fhould be acceptable to 
the Gods, fince they do not permit any defil’d with Blood, or 
even polluted with the Touch of a dead Body, to come near 
their Altars. Jpbsy.. oe Tavis. VW. 380. » Vergel makes his 
#Eneas {ay the fame thing HeGor does here. , a 
Me betls  tanto“aiyreffnm & cede recente 
Attrectare nefas, donec me flunmne vivo 
Abluero.--—---- 


XXIX. 


VERSE 36 " Sidonian Maids.} Diétys Cretenfss, bb. 1. ace 


quaints us that Paris return’d not directly to 7roy after, the 
Rape of Helen, but fetch’d & Compals, probably to avoid 
Purfuit. He touch’d at Sidon, where he furprized the King 
of Pheaicia by Night; and carry’d off many of his Treafures 
and Captives, among which probably were thele Svadonian 
Women. The Author of the ancient Poem of the Cypriacks 
fays, he failed from Sparta to 7roy in the Space f three 
Days: ftom which Paflage Herodotas concludes that Poem 
was not Homer’s. ‘We find in the Scriptures, that Tyre and 
Sidon were famous for Works in Gold, Embroidery, &’c. and 
for whatever regarded Magnifictence arid Luxury. 


OX, 
— -Verst 374. Wish Hands uplifted} The only Gefture de- 


{crib’d by Homter as ufed bythe Ancients in the Invotation 
of the Gods, is the lifting up their Hands to Heaven. V%r- 


169 


_ gil frequently alludés.to this Practice ; particularly in the fe-_ 


cond Book there is a Paflage, the Beauty of which is much 
rais'd by this Confideration. | 
peer | Uu Ecce 
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Ecce. trahebatur paffis Priameia UITgo _ 
_.. Crinibus, a Templo, Caffandra, adytifque Mineron: 
Ad calum tendens ardemia lumna fruftra, 
Lumina! sam teneras arcebant vincela palmas.. 


XXXII. 


_ Verse 378. Ob awful Goddefi, &x.] This Proceffion of 
the 7rojan Matrons to the Temple of Minerva, with their 


Offering, and the Cetemonies ; tho’ it be a Paffage fome Mo- 


derns have criticis’d upon, feems to have particularly pleas’d 
Virgsl. For he has not only introduced it among the Figures 
in the Picture at Carthage, Ey | | 


Interea ad templum non eque Palladis ibani 
| Crinibus lhades paffis, peplumgue ferebant 

Supplicster triftes; & tunfis pettora palmis. 

Dywva folo fixos oculos averfa tenebat. | 


But he has again copied it in the eleventh Book, where thé 
Latian Dames make the fame Proceffion upon the Approach 


_ of Aéneas to their City. The Prayer to the Goddefs is tran 


flated almoft word-for word : 


_* Armipotens prafes bells, Tritonia virgo, ” | 
Frange manu telum Phrygis predouts, & ipfum 
Pronum flerne folo povtifque effunde. fub alti. 


"This Prayer in the Latin Poet feems introduced with lefPro- 


priety, fince Pallas appears no where interefted in the Con- | 
du&t of Affairs thro’ the whole Zneid. The firft Line of 
the Greek here is tranflated more. literaHy than the former 
Verfions ; éegvotrlor, sta bedwy. I take the firt Epithet to al- 
dude to Mimerva’s being the particular Proteétrett of Troy by 
means of the Palladium, me i not (as Mr. Hobbes underftands ° | 


it) the Protectrefs of all Cities in general, 


XXX. 


XXXII. 


VERSE 387. But they vowd im vain.| For Helenus only 


ordered that Prayers fhould be made to Mimerva to drive. 


Diomed from before the Walls. But Theano prays that Dio~ 
_ med may perih, and perith flying, which is included in his 
falling forward. Madam Daczer is fo free as to obferve here; 
that Women are feldom moderate in the Prayers they make 
-againft their Enemies, and therefore are feldom heard. 


— XXXIU. 


Verse 390. Him/elf the Manfion raisd.| 1 mult own my 
felf not fo great.an Enemy to Parss as fome of the Commen- 
tators. His blind Paffion is the unfortunate Occafion of the 
Ruine of his Country, and he has the ill Fate to have alk 
his fine Qualities {wallowed up in that. And indeed I can- 
not fay he endeavours much to be a better Man than his 
Nature made him. But as to his Parts and Turn of Mind; 


I fee nothing that is either weak, or wicked, the general 


Manners of thofe Times confidered. On the contrary, a 
_ gentle Soul, patient of good Advice, tho’ indolent enough 
to forget it; and liable only to that Frailty of Love which 
methinks. might in his Cafe as well as Helen’s be charged up- 


on the Sters, and the Gods. So very amorous a Conftitu- — 


tion, and fo incomparable a Beauty to provoke it, might be 


‘Temptation enough even to a wife Man, and in fome degree ° 


make him deferve Compaffion, if not Pardon. It is remar- 
kable, that Homer does not paint him and Helen (as fome 
other Poets would have done) like Monfters, odious to Gods 
and Men, but allows their Characters fuch efteemable Quali- 
fications ‘as could confift, and in Truth generally do, with 
tender Frailties. He gives Paris feveral polite Accomplifh+ 


ments, and in particular a Turn to thofe Sciences that are the 
Refult of a fine Imagination. He makes him have a Tafte 


and Addition to curzous Works of all forts, which caus’d him 
to tranfport Stdenten Artifts to Troy, and employ himfelf at 
_ home in adorning and finifhing his Armour: And now we 


are. 
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are told that he aflembled the moft skilful Builders from all 
Parts of the Country, to render his Palace a compleat Piece 
of Architeture. This, together with what Homer has {aid 
elfewhere of his Skill in the Harp, which in thofe Days in- 


cluded both Mufick and Poetry, may { think eftablifh him a 


Bel-Efprit and a fine Genius. 
"XXXIV. 


VERSE 406. Thy Hate to Troy, &c.} All the CSivsittiege: 


' tators obferve this Speech of Heéfor to be a Piece of Artifice ; 


he feems to imagine that the Retirement of Paris proceeds 
only from his Refentment againft the 7rojams, and not from 
his Indolence, Luxury, or any other Caufe. . Plutarch thus 
difcourfes upon it. “ As a difcteet Phyfician rather chufes 
“® to cure his Patient by Diet or Reft, than by Caftoreum or 
“ Scammony, fo 4 good Friend, a good Matter, or a good 
“ Father, are always better pleafed to make ufe of Commen- 
¢« dation than Reproof, for the Reformation of Manners : 
“ For nothing {6 mich. affilts a Man who reprehends with 


 « Franknefs and Liberty, frothing renders him lefs offenfive, 


“ or better promotes his good Defgn, than to reprove with 
“ Calmnefs, Affection, add Temper. He ought not therefore | 
“ to urge them too feverely if they deny the Fad, nor foreftall 
“ their Jultification of themfefves, but rather try to help 
“ them out, and furnifh them artificially with honeft and 
“ colourable Preterices to excufe them ; and tho’ he fees that 


' © their Faule proceeded from a more fhameful Caufé, he 


“ fhould yet impate it to fornething lefs criminal. Thus Ae- 
*¢ er deals with Paris, when he tells him, Thess ss not rhe 


— time to manifeft your Anger againft vbe “Trojans: As if his 


‘* Retreat from the Battel had not been abfolarely a Flight, 
“ but metely the Effet of Refenrment and Indignation. 
Plue. Of knoweag a Hatterer from a Friend, jotta fin. 


 XXKXV,. oe 
Verse 418, Brother, ‘tis juff, &c.) Paris readily lays: hold 


of the Pretext Ketter had furnifh’d bim with, and — , 
- 2 : Cc 


the Sixtu Boox. 


he has partly touch’d upon the true Reafon of his Retreat; 
but that ic was alfo partly occafion’d by the Concern he ‘fele 
‘at the Victory of his Rival. Next he —— his Readinefs 
for the Fight; but.nothing can be a finer Trait (if we con+ 
fider his Charater) than what Homer puts into his Mouth 
juft-in this Place, that be # now exhorted. to it by Helen: 
which thews that not the Danger of his Country and Parents; 
neither private Shame, nor publick Hatred, could {o ‘mach 
prevail upon him, asthe Commands of his. Miftrefs, to gd 
and recover his Honour: Pe 5 : 


XXXVI: 


-. Vanse 432. Helén’s Speech.) The Repentance of Helena 


{which we have before obferved Homer never lofes an Oppor- 
tunity of manifefting) is finely touch’d again here. Uport 
the whole we fee the Gods are always concern’d in what be- 
falls an unfortunate Beauty :. Her Stats foredoom’d all the 
Mifchief, and Heaven was to blame in fuffering her to live: 
Then fhe fairly gets quit of the Infamy of her Lover, and 
fhews fhe has higher Sentiments of Honour than he. How 
very natural is all this in the like Charaéters-to this Day ?. 


|  XXXVIL 

Verse 462. The Epifede of Heétor and Andromache. ] 
Homer undoubtedly fhines moft upon the great Subjects, in 
raifing our Admiration or Terror: Pity, dnd.the fofter Paf- 
fions, are not fo much of the Nature of his Poem, which is 
formed upon Anger and the Violence of Ambition.. But we 
have caufe to. think his Genius was no lefs capable of touch- 
ing the Heart with Tendernefs, than of firing it with Glory, 
from the few Sketches he has left us of his Excellency that’ 
way too. In the prefent Epifode of the Parting of Hector 
and Andromache, he affembled all that Love, Grief, and 
Compaffion could infpire. The greateft Cenfarers of Homer 
have acknowledg’d ih 
Monfieur Perauit tranflated it into French Verfe-as a kind of 
: X x. Penr- 


emfelves charm’d with this Part, even, 
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Penitential Sacrifice for the Sacrileges he had committed a+ 
gainfk this Author... ~ te? + re 

This Epifode ‘tends very much to raife the Character: of 
Heffor:and endear him to! every Reader. This Hero, thot 
doubtful if he fhould ever fee Zroy again, yet goes not to his 
Wife: and Child, till after he has taken care for the Sacri; 


fice, exhorted Paris to the Fight, and difcharg’d every Duty 


to the Gods, and‘ to his Country; his. Love of which, as we 
formerly remark’d, makes his chief Character. .What a beau+ 
tiful Contrafte has Homer made between the Manners of Pa- 
vis and thofe of Hecfor, as he here fhews them one after the 
other in this domeftic Light, and in their Regards to the 
Fair Sex? What a Difference between the Charaders and 
Behaviour of Helex and of Andromache? And what. an a- 
miable Picture :of conjugal Love, oppos’d ta that of un- 
lawful Paffion? | | | | 

I muft not forget, that Mr. Dryden has formerly tranflated 
this admirable Epifode, and with fo much Succefs, as to leave 
me at leaft no hopes of improving or equalling it. The ut- 
moft I can pretend is to have avoided a few modern Phrafes 
and Deviations from the Original, which have efcaped that 
great Man. I am unwilling to remark upon an Author to 
whom every Exgii/b Poet owes fo much; and fhall therefore 
only take notice of a Criticifm of his which I muft be obli- 
Bed — in its Place, as it is an Accufation of Homer 

imfelf. 


XXXVIII. 


- Vensz 468. Penfrve fhe ftood on Mion’s Tow’ry Hezght.) It 
is a fine Imagination to reprefent the Tendernefs of Adro- 
mache for Heftor, by her ftandin upon the Tower of Zroy, 
and watching all his Motions in tbe Field; even the religious 
Office of the Proceffion to Mimerva’s Temple could not draw 
her from this Place, at a time when fhe thought her Huf- 
band in danger. « ee | 


XXXIX, 


Vince 473. Whefe Virtue charm’d him, &c.\ Homer . 
7 , | this 


the StxtuH Book. 


this-Verfe. particuldrizes the Virtue of Andromache in the E- 
pithet duvuove, blamelefi, or without a Fault. 1 have wfed it 
literally in another Part of this Epifode.' . _ oe ee 


XL. 


Verse 487. Hector, this beard, return’d.|. Hector does 
not ftay to- feek his Wife on the Tower of Z4an, but haftens 
where the Bufinefs of the Field calls him. ' Homer is néver 
wanting in Point of Honour and Decency, ahd while he con~ 
{tantly obeys the ftricteft Rules, finds a way to make them 
contribute to the Beauty of his Poem. Here for inftance he 
has managed it fo, that this Obfervance’ of Heéfor’s is the 
Caufe of a very pleafing Surprize to the Reader; for at firft 
he is not a little difappointed to find that Hector does not 
meet Andromache, and is no lefs ‘pleafed: afterwards to fee 
them encounter by chance, . which pivés him’ a Satisfaction 
he thought he had loft. Daczer, ae - 


i 


XLI. 


Verse sox. Scamandrius, from Scamander’s honour'd 
Stream, &c.) This manner of giving proper Names to 
Children derived from any Place, Accident, or Quality be~ 
longing to them ‘or their Parents, is very: ancient, and was 
cuftomary among the Hebrews. The Trojans call’d the Son 
of Hector, Aftyanax, becaufe (as it is faid here and at the 
end of the twenty fecond Book) 4s Father defended the City. 
There are many Inftances of the fame kind in the thirtieth 
Chapter of Genefis, where the Names given to Facod’s Chil- 
dren, and the Reafons of thofe Names, are enumerated. 


XLII. 


Verse 524. The frerce Achilles, &c.] Mr.Dryden in the Pre- 
face to the third Volume of Micellany Poems has paft aJudgment 
upon Part of this Speech which is altogether unworthy of him. 
“Andromache (fays he) inthe midft of her Concernment and 
“ Fright for Heéor, runs off her Biafs, to tell him a Story 


cc of 
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‘¢ of her Pedigree, ‘and.of: the lamentable Death of her Fa- 
“ther, her Mother, and her feven Brothers. The Devil 


“¢ was in Heéfor, if lie knew not: all this: Matter, as well as 


“< fhe who told it him ; for the had been his Bedfellow for 
‘‘ many Years together: and-if he knew it, then it muft be 
“ confefs’d, that Homer in this long Digreffion, has rather 


“* given us his own Character, than that of the fair Lady 
“ whom he paints. His dear Friends the Commentators; 


“* who never ‘fail him ‘at a Pinch, will needs excufe him, by 
“¢ making the.-prefent Sorrow of Andromache, to occafiot 
“ the Remembrance of all the paft: But others think that 
“* fhe had enough :to do with that Grief which now opprefs’d 


© her, without running for Affiftance to her Family.” But 
may not it be anfwer’d, ee ee was moré natural in 
: | 


Andromache, than to tecollec' her patt Calamities’in order ‘to 
reprefent her prefent Diltrefs to Hefor in a ftronger Light, 
and fhew her uttet Defertion if-he fhould perifh, What could 
more effectually work upon a generous and tende# Mind like 
that of Hector? What could therefore be more proper to 
each of their Characters > If Hefor be induced to refrain from 


the Field, it proceeds from Compaflion to Andromache: If 


‘Andromache endeavour to perfuade him, it proceeds from her 


Fear for the Life of Hecfor, Homer had yet a farther View 
in this Recapitulation ; it tends to raife his chief Hero Achi/- 
fes, and acquaints us with thofe great Atchievements of his 
which preceded the Opening of the Poem, Since there was 
a Neceflity. that this Hero ould be abfent from the A@ion 


_ during a great Part of the Iliad, the Poet has thewn his Art 


in nothing’ more, than the Methods he takes from time to 
time to keep up our great Idea of him, and to’awaken out 
Expectation of what he is to perform in the Progrefs of the 
Work. His greateft-Enemies cannot upbraid or complain of 
him, but at the fame time they confefs his Glory and de- 
{cribe his Victories. When Apollo encourages the 7rojans to 
fight, ‘it is by telling them Achilles fights no more.’ When 
Jano animates the Greeks, it is by putting them ‘in mind that 
they haye to do with Enemies who dur(t not appear out of 
their Walls while Achilles engaged. When Andromache trem- 
bles for HeGor, it is with Remembrance of the refiftle(s Force 


of 


the Sixtu Book. 
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of Achilles. And when Agamemnon would bribe him to aRe- — 


conciliation, it is partly with thofe very Treafures and Spoils 
which had been won by Achilles himfelf. 


XLII. 


Verse 528. His Arms preferv'd from hoftile Spoil.) ‘This 


Circumftance of Aetzon’s being burned with his Arms will not 


appear trivial in this Relation, when we refle@ with what 
eager Paffion thefe ancient Heroes fought to fpoil and carry 
off the Armour of a vanquifh’d Enemy ; and therefore this 
-Action of Achilles is mention’d as an Inftance of uncommon 
Favour and Generofity. Thus Aneas in Virgd having flaiti 
Laufus, and being mov’d with Compaffion for this unhappy 
Youth, gives him a Promife of the like Favour. 


Arma, quibus letatus, habe tua: teque parentum 
Manibus, & cinevt, fi qua eft ea cura, remitto. 


XLIV. 


VERSE 532. Joves’s Sylvan Daughters bade their Elms befow 7 


Al barren Shade, &c.} It was the Cuftom to plant about 


Tombs only fuch Trees as Elms, Alders, &c. that bear no 


Fruit, as being moft fuitable to the Dead. This Paffage al- 
Indes to that Piece of Antiquity. | 


XLV. 


VERSE 543. 4 Viétim to Diana’s Bow.) The Greeks afcri: 


bed all fudden Deaths of Women to Diana. So Uses in 
Odyff 11. asks Antycha among the Shades if fhe died by the 
Darts of Diana ? And in the prefent Book Laodame the 
. “Daughter of Bellerophon, is faid to have perifh’d young by 
the Arrows of this Goddefs. Or perhaps it may allnde to 
fome Difeafe fatal to Women, fach as Macrobsus {peaks of 
Sat.1.17. Foeminas certis affisttas morbis TeryvoBryres 4’ Agremss 
daBayres vecant. | | | 
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XLVI. 


Verse 550. That Quarter moft-----Where yon’ wild Fig- 
trees.| The Artifice Andromache here ufes to detain Heéfor in 
Troy is very beautifully imagined. She takes occafion from 
the three Attacks that had been made by the Enemy upon 
this Place, to give him an honourable Pretence for ftaying 
at that Rampart to defend it. If we confider that thofe At- 
tempts muft have been known to all in the City, we fhall 
not think fhe talks like a Soldier, but like a Woman, who 
naturally enough makes ufe of any Incident that offers, to 
perfuade her Lover to what fhe defires. The Ignorance too 
which fhe expreffes, of the Reafons that mov’d the Greeks to 
attack this particular Place, was what I doubt not Homer in- 
tended, to reconcile it the more to a Female Character. 


XLVI. 


Verse 583. Hyperia’s Spring.]| Drawing Water was the 
Office of the meaneft Slaves. This appears by the holy Scri- 
pture, where the Gbeonses who had deceiv’d Jofuah are made 
Slaves and fubjected to draw Water. Fo/uah pronounces the 
Curfe againft them in thefe Words: Now therefore ye are 
curfed, and there fhall none of you be freed from bemg Bond- 
men, and Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water. oth. 
Ch. 9. W. 23. Dacier. | 


XLVI. 


“Verse 595. Stretch’d his fond Arms.| There never was 
a finer Piece of Painting than this. Heéfor extends his 
Arms to embrace his Child; the Child affrighted at the 
—s of his Helmet and the fhaking of the Plume, 

rinks backward to the Breaft of his Nurfe ; Heéfor unbraces 
his Helmet, lays it on the Ground, takes the Infant in his 
Arms, lifts him towards Heaven, and offers a Prayer for -him 
to the Gods: then returns him to the Mother Andromache, 
who receives him with a Smile of Pleafure, but at the fame 

| inftant 
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inftant the Fears for her Husband make her burft into Tears, 


All thefe are but {mall Circumftances, but fo artfully chofen, 


that every Reader immediately feels the force of them, and 


reprefents the whole in the utmoft Livelinefs to his Imagina+ 
tion. This alone might be a Confutation of that falfe Cri- 
ticifm fome have fallen into, who affirm that a Poet ought 
only to collect the great and noble Particulars in his Paint- 


ings. But it is in the Images of Things as in the Chara@ers 


of Perfons; where a {mall A@tion, or even a {mall Circum- 
{tance of an Action, lets us more into the Knowledge and 
Comprehenfion of them, than the material and principal 


_ Parts themfelves. As we find this in a Hiftory, fo we do in 


a Picture, where fometimes a {mall Motion or Turning of a 


Finger will exprefs the Character and Action of the Figure — 


more than all the other Parts of the Defign. Longinus in- 
deed blames an Author’s infifting too much on trivial Cir- 


cumftances ; but in the fame Place extols Homer as “ the Poet | 


<< who beft knew how to make ufe of important and beautiful 
“¢ Circumftances, and to avoid the mean and fuperfluous ones.” 
There is a vaft difference betwixt a /mal// Circumftance and a 
trivial one, and the f{malleft become important if they are 
well chofen, and not confufed. | 7 


XLIX. 


VERSE 604. Hector’s Prayer for his Son.| It may be asked, 


how Heéfor’s Prayer, that his Son might proteé& the Trojans, 
could be confiftent with what he had faid juft before, ‘that he 
certainly knew 7roy and his Parents would perifh. We ought 


- to reflect that this is only a Prayer: Hecfor in the Excefs of 


a tender Emotion for his Son, entreats the Gods to preferve 
Troy, and permit Affyavax to rule there. It is at all times 


allowable to befeech Heaven to appeafe its Anger, and change 


its Decrees; and we are taught that Prayers can alter Defti- 
ny. Dacier. Befides it cannot be infer’d from hence, that 
Heétor had any divine Foreknowledge of his own Fate and 
the approaching Ruine of his Country ; fince in many fol- 


_ lowing Paflages we find him poffefs’d with ftrong Hopes and 


firm Ajlurances to raife the Siege by the Flight or Deftructi- 
a | on 
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on of the Greeks. So that thefe Forebodings of his Fate 
were only the Apprehenfions and Mifgivings of a Soul de- 
je&ted with Sorrow andCompaffion, by confidering the great 
Dangers to which he faw all that was dear to him expos’d. 


L. 


— Verse 612. Tranfiends bss Father's Fame.) The Commen- 
dation Heéfor here gives himfelf, is not only agreeable to the 


Opennefs of a brave Man, but very becoming on fuch a fo- - 
lemn Occafion; and a natural Effect from the Teftimony of | 


his own Heart to his Honour ; at this time efpecially, when 
he knew not but he was {peaking his laft Words. Virgil has 
not {crupled it, in what he makes Aiveas fay to Afcanius at 
his Parting for the Battel. pS 


Et pater Leneas & avunculus excites HeGor. 


Difce puer virtutem ex me, verumque laborem, 
Fortunam ex alsts----~-—~- = 


I believe he had this of Homer in his Eye,s tho’ the pathetical 


mention of Fortune in the laft Line feems an Imitation of that. 


Prayer of Sophocles, copied alfo from hence, where Ajax 
wifhes his Son may be “ke him sm all things but in bis My/- 
fortunes. , 


LI. 


Verse 61 5. Ais Mother's confcsous Heart.} Tho’ the chief 
Beauty of this Prayer confifts in the paternal Piety fhewn byt 


Heflor, yet it wants not a fine Stroake at the end, to con- 
tinue him in the Chara@ter of a tender Lover of his Wife, 
when he makes one of the Motives of his Wifh, to be the 
Joy fhe fhalt receive on hearing her Son applauded. = * 


LH. 


- Verse 628. Fis’d is the Term.) The Reafon which Helfor 
here urges to allay the Affliction of his Wife, is grounded on 
: : | a very 


En. 12, 
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a very ancient and common Opinion, that the fatal Petiod 


of Life is appointed to all Men at the time of their Birth ; | 


which as no Precaution can avoid, fo no Danger can haften. 
This Sentiment is as proper to pive Comfort to the diitrefs’d, 
as to infpire Courage to the defponding ; fince nothing is fo 
fit po quiet and oe our Minds in Times of Difficulty, 
as a firm Affurance that our Lives are expos’d to no real Ha- 
zards, in the greateft Appearances of Danger. | 


LHI. 


Verst 649. Forth iffues Paris.] Paris ftung by the Re- 
proaches of Hecfor, goes to the Battel. *Tis a juft Remark 
of Exftavbius, that all the a Sor Remonftrances made 
in Homer have conftantly their Effe&. The Poet by this 
fhews the great Ufe of Reprehenfions when properly apply’d, 
and finely intimates that every worthy Mind will be the better 


for them. 
LIV. 


Verse 652: The wanton Courfer thus, &c.} This beauti- 
ful Comparifon being tranflated by Virgil in the eleventh 
Eneid ; 1 fhali tranfcribe the Originals that the Reader may 
have the Pleafure of comparing them. | 


‘0g 8 Bre tle sates Kxmos dxosyoas ext Hern, 
Asomey aropiitac Dele medio xeoalyuy, 

Eiabag adeodas evppctog morapolo, 

Kudidwy, vps d2 xden eye, aude d2 ryairas 
“Quo dfecevja: 6 T ayratiydi rerosbsic, 
‘Phudea & yéva Degen meld vr Hea vouoy lrmay. 


Qualis ubs abruptss fugn prafepia vinclss 
Tandem liber equus, campoque potstus aperto, 
Gut sile sn pafius armentagae tends equarum: 
Aus affuetus aque perfunds flumine noto 
Emicat, arrettifque frenut cervicibus alte 
Luxurians ; luduntque jube per colla, per avrmos, 

f . Zz Tho 
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Tho’ nothing can be tranflated better than this is by Virgil, | 


yet in Homer the Simile feems more perfe&t, and the Place 
more proper. Paris.had been indulging his Eafe within the 
Walls of his Palace, as the Horfe in his. Stable, which was 
not the Cafe of Zurnus. ‘The Beauty and Wantonnefs of the 
Steed agrees more exactly with the Character of Paris than 
with the other: And the Infinuation of his Love of the Mares 
has yet a nearer Refemblance. The languifhing Flow of 
that Verfe, | 


Eladog aseotat evppetoo melapeto, 


finely correfponds with the Eafe and Luxuriancy of the pamper’d 
Courfer bathing in the Flood; a Beauty which Scaliger did 
not confider, when he criticis’d particularly upon that Line. 
Taffo has alfo imitated this Simile, Cant. 9. : 


Come defirier, che da la regie ftalle 

Ove a ufo de Farme fi referba, 

Fugge, e libero alfin per largo calle 

Va tra gParments, 0 al fiume ufato, 6 q berba; 
Scherzau ful collo s crint, e fz le fpalle, 

Ss fcote.la cervice alta, e fuperba; 

Suonano + pie nel corfo, e par, ch’auvampt, 

Di fonori nuriti empsendo 4 campi. oe 


LV. 


VERSE 665. Paris excus'd bis Stay.] Here, in the Original, 


is a fhort Speech of Parss containing only thefe Words ; Bro- 


ther, I have detained you too long, and fhould have come fooner 
as you defired me. ‘This and fome few others of the fame 
Nature in the Iliad, the Tranflator has ventured to omit, ex- 
preffing only the Senfe of them. A living Author (whom 
future ‘Times will quote, and therefore I fhall not fcruple to 
do it) fays that thefe fhort Speeches, tho’ they may be natu- 
ral in other Languages, can’t appear fo well in ours, which 
is much more ftubborn and unpliant, and therefore are but : 

3 fe) 
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fo many Rubs in the Story that are ftill turning the Narra- 
tion out of its proper Courfe. 


LVI. 


Verse 669. Known is thy Courage, &c.] Heétor here 


confeffes the natural Valour of Parts, but obferves it to be | 


overcome by the Indolence of his Temper and the Love of 
Pleafure. An ingenious French Writer very well remarks, 
that the true CharaGter of this Hero has a great Refemblance 


with that of Marc Anthony. See the 4th and 1144 Notes on 


the third Book. 
LVII. | 


Verse 677. We crown the Bowl to Heav'n and Liberty.) 
The Greek is, xgriijea éaeubegov, the free Bowl, in which they 
made Libations to Jupiter after the Recovery of their Li- 
berty. The Expreflion is obferved by M. Dacier to refemble 
thofe of the Hebrews ; The Cup of Salvation, the Cup of Sor- 
row, the Cup of Benedsition, &c. Atheneus mentions thofe 
Cups which the Greeks call’d yeapudriana éxmudle, and were 
confecrated to the Gods in Memory of fome Succefs. He 
gives us the Infcription of one of this fort, which was, AIOX 
2ZQTHPOS. 


THE 
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SEVENTH BOOK 


OF THE 


ILIAD. | 


The ARGUMENT. 


The fingle Combate of Hefor and Ajax. 


r SHE Battel renewing with double Ardour upon the Re- 
turn of Hector, Mimetva ss under Apprebenfions for 
the Greeks. Apollo feeimg her defcend from Olym- 

pus, joms her near the Scxan Gate. They agree to put off 

the general Engagement for that Day, and mcite Hector to 
challenge the Greeks to a fingle Combate. Nine of the Princes 
accepting the Challenge, the Lot ss caft, and falls upon Ajax. 

Thefe Heroes, after feveral Attacks, are parted by the Night. 

The Trojans calling a Council, Antenor propofes the Delivery 

of Helen to the Greeks, to which Paris will not confent, but of- 

fers to reftore them her Riches. Priam fends a Herald to’ make 
this Offer, and to demand a Truce for burning the Dead, the 

laft of which only + agreed to by Agamemnon. When-the Fu- 
nerals are performed, the Greeks, purfuant to the Advice of 

Neftor, érecé? @ Fortification to protect their Fleet and Camp, 

flank’d with Towers, and defended by a Ditch and Palifades. 

Neptune teftzfies his Fealoufy at this Work, but 1s pacified by 

a Bromife from Jupiter. Both Armies pafs the Night in Feaft- 

ing, but \upiter dsfheartens the Trojans with Thunder and 

other Signs of his Wrath. : 

The three and twentieth Day ends with the Duel of He&or 
and Ajax: The next Day the Truce is agreed: Another ts taken 
up in the Funeral Rites of the Slain ; and. one more in building 
the Fortification before the Ships: So that fomewhat above 
three Days ss employed in this Book. The Scene hes wholly mn 
the Field. _ 
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O {poke the Guardian of the Trojan State, 

Then rufh’d impetuous thro’ the Scaan Gate, 
Him Paris follow’d to the dire Alarms; 
Both breathing Slaughter, both refolv’d in Arms. |. 
As when to Sailors lab’ring thro’ the Main, 95 
That long had heav’d the weary Oar in vain, = 
Jove bids at length th’ expected Gales arife; 
The Gales blow grateful, and the Veffel flies: 
So welcome thefe to Troy’s defiring Train ; | 
The Bands are chear’d, the War awakes again. © 

Bold Pares firft the Work of Death begua, 
On great Menefthius, Arcithous’ Son ; | 
. Sprung 
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Sprung from the fair Philomeda’s Embrace, 
The pleafing Arné was his native Place. 

15 Then funk Ezoneus to the Shades below, 

| Beneath his fteely Cafque he felt the Blow 
Full on his Neck, from Heftor’s weighty Hand ; 
And. roll’d, with Limbs relax’d, along the Land. 
By Glaucus’ Spear the bold [phinous bleeds, 

20 Fix’d in the Shoulder as he mounts ‘his Steeds ; 
Headlong he tumbles: His flack Nerves unbound 
Drop the cold ufelefs Members on the Ground. 

When now Minerva faw her Argives flain, ; 
From vaft Olympus to the gleaming Plain — 

25 Fierce fhe defcends: Apollo mark’d her Flight, 
Nor fhot lefs fwift from J]ion’s Tow’ry Height : 4 
Radiant they met, beneath the Beechen Shade; 

- When thus Apollo to the blue-ey’d Maid. 

What caufe, O Daughter of Almighty Fove ! 

30 Thus wings thy Progrefs from the Realms above ? 
Once more impetuous doft thou bend thy way, 

- To give to Greece the long-divided Day ?- - 
Too much has Troy already felt thy Hate, 
Now breathe thy Rage, and hush the ftern Debate : 
ae This 
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This Day, the Bufinefs of the Field fufpend; a 
- War. foon fhall kindle, and great [lon bend ; 
Since vengeful Goddefles. confed’rate join 
To raze her Walls, tho’ built by: Hands Divitie: : 
To whom the Progeny of ‘fove replies. 5° 


189 


I left, for this, the Council of the Skies: © °°. 42 


But who fhall bid conflicting Hofts forbear, = 
What. Art fhalt calm the ‘furious Sons of War? _ 
To her the God? Great Heéfor’s Soul incite - 
To dare the boldeft Greek: to fingle Fight, — 
Till Greece, provok’d, from ‘all her Numbers fhow: a 
A Warrior worthy .to be: Hefor’s Foe. 
At this agreed, the Hedv’nly Pow’rs withd few ; 
Sage Helenus their fecret Counfels knew : _ 4 
Heéfor infpir’d he fought: To hiin addieft, 
Thus told the Dictates of his facred Breaft. = #s 
O Son of: Priam! let thy faithful Rar 
Receive my Words; thy Friend and Brother hear! 
Go forth perfuafive, and a while engage | 
The warting Nations to fufpend their Rage; - - 


Then dare 'the boldeft of the hoftile Train . . $9 


To mortal Combate on the lifted Plain. 
Bbb | For 
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For nat this Day. fhall:end thy: glorious Date 5... 
The Gods. have {poke it, and theit Voice .is Fate. . ’ 
He faid ; The Warrior heard the’Word with Joy. | 
6 Then with ‘bis! Spear teftrain’d the, Youth! of Froy,i 
Held by the sudit athwart. On either Hand: 
cal he Squadrons ‘part:; th’ expeChing Trogans ftand' | 
Great Agameusnon bids the Greeks forbear: 0” 
They. breathe, axl hufh':the Tusault of the War: 

65 Th’ Athensgn: Maid, and glorious God of - aid nee 
With filent Joy the fetthing Hpfts. ‘furvey:: - 

-Ip Form like Wultars, on the Begche’s- Height 

_ They fit concéal’d, and: wait. the fatune F ioht 
The thronging TYoopa ebftare-‘the, dusky .F ide, 

70 Horrid with brifiling Spears, and gleaming Shields. 
As when a gen‘al: Darknef veils.the Main, 
(Soft Zephyr curling the:wide wat’ry Plain) 
The Waves fcarce heave, ‘the Face df Ocean ‘fleeps, © 
| Anda fll: Horror faddens alk the. Deeps :. ‘ 

75 Uhus in thick Orders: fettling wide around,’ peng 
At length campos’d they’ fit, and: Shade the Ground i 
Great Heétar’ fuift' atnidft both ‘Archies broke «i : 
The folemn Silence, ~ _ Pow’ts befpoke.. 


“yt ‘ ‘ bo fa Hear 
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Hear all ye Frojau, all ‘ye Grecian Bands, 

What mySoul prompts,and what fomeGod commands. 80 

Great Jove averle: our Warfure to compofe, 

O’erwhelins the Nations with ew Foils and Woes : 

War with a fiercer Tide oAce. hore returns, «1: 

Till [ion falls, or till yon’ Navy burns: ©: o¢shcct 

You then, O Princes of the ‘Greeks ! appear: Frit gy 

"Tis Hettor {peaks' and calls the Guds’ to ‘hear: ° 

From all your Troops felect: the :boldeft Kuight, « ; 

And ‘him; the boldeft, Afedor dates: to F ight. 

Here if ¥ fall by chance of Battel flain, 

Be his ed ‘Spoil, ‘And his thefe Arnis’ remain ; 7 “tg 

But tet. my Body, to my Friertds return’d, -_ 

By Trojan Hands and Trojan Flames be burn’d. 

And if Apollo, in whofe Aid E traf 9 o7 

Shall ftretch your daring Champion in the Dutt 5 

If mine the Glory to defpoil the 'Foe ; nha gg 

On Phoebus’ Temple Pil his Arms beftow : aoe 

Fhe breathtefs Carcafe to your Na avy fent,’ 

Greece onthe Shore thalt raife a’ Monument 

Which when fome future Mariner furveys; hon aad 


Ww ath’d by broad “Fi: ele pont” $ ‘refounding Seas; ‘bee 
Thus 
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Thus fhall he fay. “A valiant Greek lies there, 
“ By Heéor Tain, the: mighty Man of War, . . 
The Stone thal! fell your, vanquith’d Hero’s Name, - 
And diftant Ages learn the Vigtor’s Fame 
rcs "This fierce. Defiance; Greece aftonith’d heard, >; 
Blufh’d to refufe, and ‘to. accept, it fear’d.. — : 
Stern Menelays firft the Silence broke, 
And inky. groaning, thus opprobrious {poke 
W amen of Greece! Oh Scandal of your Race, 
x10 Whofe Coward Souls your manly Form difgrace. 
How great the-Shame, -when ev'ry Age fhall know 
That not.a Grectan met this -noble-Foe! - 
Go then! refolye to Earth from whence ye grew, 
A heartlefs, fj piritlefs, Inglorious Crew : ie 
115 Be what ye feem,, unanimated Clay! | | 
My {elf will dare the Danger of the Day. 
’Tis Man’s bold Task the gen’rous Strife to try, | 
But in the Hands of God i 1S Victory. 
Thefe Words fearce fj poke,with gen’rousArdour oreft, 
ro His manly. Limbs i in Azure Arms he .dreft : 
That Day, Atrides. } a fuperior Hand © 
_ Had ftretch’d thee breathlefs on n the hoftile Strand ; 
But 
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But. all at once, thy F ury to compofe; 
The Kings of Greece, an awful Band, ‘arofe i 
Ev’n He their Chief, great Agamenmoiz prefs’. - 13 
Thy daring Hand; and this Advice addrefs’'d.. |. 
Whither, O Menelans! would’{t thoit run, -.. 
And tempt 4 Fate which Prudence bids thee fhun ?: » 
Griev’d tho’ thou art, forbear the rafh’ Defign; 
_ Great Hedfor’s Arm is mightier far than thine. © 10 
Ev’n fierce Achilles learn’d its Force to fear, 
And trembling met this dreadful.Son of War. -’ 
Sit thou fecure amidft thy focial’Band; = 
Greece in our Caufe fhall arm fome ‘pow’rful Hand. — 
The mightieft Warrior of th’Achaiun Name,: ‘iss 
Tho’ bold, and burning with Defire of Fame, 
Content, thé doubtful Honour might foregoe, oo 
So great the Danger, and fo brave the Foe. 
He faid, and turn’d his Brother’s vengeful Mind, ‘ 
He ftoop’d to Reafon, and his Rage refign’d. 140 
No longer bent to rufh on certain Harms, | 
His joyful Friends unbrace his Azure Arms, — 
He, from whofe Lips divine Perfuafion flows, - 
Grave Neffor, then, in graceful Act arofe. 4 
- Cece Thus — 
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145 Thus to the Kings he fpoke. What Grief, what Shamé 
Attend on Greece, and all the Grecian Name? 
How fhall, alas! her hoary Heroes mourn, 
Their Sons degen’rate, and their Race a Scorn? 
What Tears fhall down thy filver Beard be roll’d, 
5°Oh Peleus, old in Arms, in Wifdom old! 
Once with what Joy the gen’rous Prince would hear 
Of ev’ry Chief who fought this glorious War, 
Participate their Fame, and pleas’d enquire 
Each Name, each Action, and each Hero’s Sire? _ 
155 Gods! fhould he fee our Warriors trembling ftand, 
_ And trembling all before one hoftile Hand ; 
How would he lift his aged Arms on high, | 
Lament inglorious Greece, and beg to die! 
Oh would to all th’ immortal Pow’rs above, 
160 Minerva, Phebus, and Almighty ‘ove! 
Years might again roll back, my Youth renew, ° 
And give this Arm the Spring which once it knew: 
When fierce in War, where ‘fardan’s Waters fall, — 
I led my Troops to Phea’s trembling Wall, 
165 And with th’ Arcadian Spears my Prowefs try’d, _ 
Where Celadon rolls down his rapid Tide. | 
_* There 
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There Ereuthalion brav’d us.in the Field, 

Proud, Areithous’ dreadful Arms to wield ; 

Great Areithous, known from Shore to Shore — 

By the huge, knotted Iron-Mace.he bore; - 170 

No Lance he fhook, nor bent the twanging Bow, | 

But broke, with this, the Battel of the Foe. 

Him not by manly Force Lycurgus flew, 

Whofe guileful Javelin from the Thicket flew, - 

Deep in a winding Way his Breaft affail’d, 173 
Nor ought the Warrior’s thund’ring Mace avail’d. 

Supine he fell: Thofe Arms which Mars betore 

Had giv’n the Vanquifh’d, now the Victor bore. 

But when old Age had dim’d Lycurgus Eyes, 

To Ereuthalion he confign’d the Prize. Bo 
Furious with this, he crufh’d our levell’d Bands, 
And dar’d the Trial of the ftrongeft Hands ; 
Nor cou’d the ftrongeft Hands his Fury flay ; 
All faw, and fear’d, his huge, tempeftuous Sway. 
Till I, the youngeft of the Hoft, appear’ ‘d, 

And youngeft, met whom all our Army fear’d. - 
I fought the Chief:. my Arms Mznerva crown ‘d: 


| Prone fell the Giant o’er a Length of Ground. 
What — 
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What then I was, Oh were your Neflor now! : _ 
190 Not Heor’s felf fhould want an equal Foe. - 
But Warriors, you, that youthful Vigour baatt, 
The Flow’r of Greece, th’ Examples of our Hoft, :. 
Sprung from fuch Fathers, who fuch Numbers fway ; - 
Can yon. {tand trembling, and defert the Day ? 

195 His warm Reproofs the liftning Kings naan: 
And nine, the noblelt of the Grectas maa, 
Up-ftarted fierce :. But far before the reft. - 

The King of Men advanc’d his dauntlefs Breatt : 
Then bold T'ydides, great in Arms, appear’d ; 

200 And next his Bulk gigantic Ajax rear’d': . . 
Oileus follow’d, Idomen.was thete, 

. And Merion, dreadful as the God of War: 
With. thefe Earypylus and. Thoas ftand, |: | 
And wife Ulyffes clos’d the daring Band. | 

205 All thefe, alake infpir’d with noble Rage, : 
Demand the Fight. To whom the Pylian Sage: - 
Left Thirft of Glory your brave Souls divide, 
What Chief fhall combate, let the Lots decide. 
Whom Heay’ n fhall chufe, be his the Chance to raife . 

+10 His Country’s Fame, his own immortal Praife. 

The 
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The Lots produc’d, each Hero figns his ows, 
~ Then in the Gen’rals Helm the Fates are thrown. 
The People pray with lifted Eyes and Hands, 
And Vows like thefe afcend from all the Bands. 
Grant thou Almighty! in whofe Hand is Fate, 25 
A worthy Champion for the Grecian State. 
This Task let Ajax or Tydides prove, 
Or He, the King of Kings, belov’d by Jove. 
Old Neftor fhook the Cafque. By Heav’n infpir’d, 
Leap’d forth the Lot of ev'ry Greek defir'd. ‘a0 
This from the Right to Left the Herald bears, 
Held out in Order to the Grecian Peers. 
Each to his Rival yields the Mark unknown, 
Till Godlike Ajax finds the Lot his own ; 
Surveys th’ Infcription with rejoicing Eyes, — - as 
Then cafts before him, and with Tranfport | cries: 
Warriors! I claim the Lot, and arm with io 
Be mine the Conqueft of this Chief of 77 roy. 
Now, while my brighteft Arms my Limbs inveft, 
To Saturn’s Son be all your Vows addrett : _ | - 
But pray in fecret, left the Foes fhould hear, — 
And deem your Pray’rs the mean Effect of Fear. 
Ddd Said 
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Said I in fecret? No, your Vows declare, 

In fuch a Voice as fills the Earth and Air, - 

235 Lives there a Chief whom Ajax ought to dread,. - 

Ajax, in all the Toils of Battel ‘bred 2 - 

From warlike Salamis I drew my Birth,.. - 

And born to Combates, fear no Force of Earth. 

He faid. The Troops with elevated Eyes, 
240 Implore the God whofe Thunder rends the Skies. . 
O Father of Mankind, Superior Lord ! 
‘On lofty Ida’s holy Hill ador’d ; 
~ Who in the higheft Heav’n haft fix’d thy Throne, 

Supreme of Gods! unbounded, and alone : 
24sGrant thou, that Telamon may bear away _ 

The Praife and Conqueft of this doubtful Day. 
Or if illuftrious Heéor be thy Care, . 
That both may claim ’em, and that both may fhare; - 

Now Ajax brac’d his dazling Armour on; 
s0Sheath’d in bright Steel the Giant-Warrior fhone : 

He moves to Combate with majeftic Pace ; | 

So ftalks i in Arms the grizly God of Thrace, 

When Fove to punifh faithlefs Men prepares, 

And gives whole Nations to the Wafte of Wars. - 

Thus 
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Thus march’d the Chief, tremendous as a'God ; © 255 

Grimly he fmil’d ; Earth trembled as he ftrode: 

His maffy Javelin quiv’ring in his Hand, 

He ftood, the Bulwark of the Greczan Band. 

Thro’ ev’ry Argive Heart new Tranfport ran, 

All Troy ftood. trembling at the mighty Man. —_. >6 

Ey’n Heéfor paus’d, and with new Doubt oppreft 

Felt his great Heart fufpended in his Breaft:. 

Twas vain to feek Retreat, and vain to fear ; 

Himfelf had challeng’d, and the Foe drew near. 
Stern Telamon behind his ample Shield 265 

‘As from a Brazen Tow’r, o’erlook’d the Field. — 

Huge was. its Orb, with fev’n thick Folds o’ercaft, | 

Of tough ‘Bul l-hides ; of folid Brafs the laft. 

(The Work of Tychius, who in Ayle dwell'd, 

And All in Arts of Armoury excell’d.) 270 

This Ajax bore before his manly Breaft, 

And threat’ning, thus his adverfe Chief addreft. 
Heéttor! approach my Arm, and fingly know 

What Strength thou haft, and what the Grecian Foe. 

‘Achilles fhuns the Fight ; yet fome there are 75 


Not void of Soul, and not unskill’d in War: 
Let 
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Let him, unactive on the Sea-beat Shore, 

Indulge his Wrath, and aid our Arms no more; : . 

Whole Troops of Heroes, Greece has yet to boaft, 
+80 And fends thee One, a Sample of her Hoft. 

~ Such as I am, I come to prove thy Might ; 

No more----be fudden, and begin the Fight. 

O Son of Telamu, thy Country’s Pride ! 

(To Ajax thus the Trojan Prince reply’d) — 

285 Me, as a Boy or Woman would’ft thou fright, 
New to the Field, and trembling at the Fight? - 
Thou meet’{t a Chief deferving of thy Arms, 

To Combate born, and bred amidft Alarms: — 
I know to fhift my Ground, remount the Car, 

290 Lurn, charge, and anfwer ev'ry Call of War, 
To right, to left, the dext’rous Lance I wield, 
And bear thick Battel on my founding Shield. - 
But open-be our Fight, and bold each Blow ; 

I fteal no Conqueft from a noble:Foe. 

295 He faid, and rifing, high above the F ield 
Whuld the long Lance againft. the fev’nfold Shield, 

Full on the Brafs defcending from above 
Thro’ fix Bull-hides the furious Weapon drove, 

Till 
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. Till in the fev’nth it fix’'d. Then Ajax threw, - 

Thro’ He@or’s Shield the forceful Javelin flew, — 300 

His Corflet enters, and his Garment rends, | 

And glancing downwards near his Flank defcends, 

The wary Trojan fhrinks, and bending low 

Beneath his Buckler, difappoints the Blow. 

From their bor’d Shields the Chiefs the Javelins drew, 365 

Then clofe impetuous, and the Charge renew: 

Fierce as the Mountain-Lions bath’d in Blood, — 

- Or foaming Boars, the Terror of the Wood. 

At Ajax Heétor his long Lance extends ; | 

The blunted Point againft the Buckler bends, 310 

But Ajax watchful as his Foe drew’ near, a 

- Drove thro’ the Trojan Targe the knotty Spear , 

It reach’d his Neck, with matchlefs Strength itnpell’d ; 

Spouts the black Gore, and dimtns his fhining Shield. 

Yet ceas’d not Heffor thus; but, ftooping down, 3:5 

In his ftrong Hand up-heav'd a flinty Stone, 

Black, craggy, vaft: To this his Force he bends ; 

Full on the Brazen Bofs the Stone defcends; 

The hollow Brafs refounded with the Shock. © 

Then Ajax fetz’d the Fragment of a Rock, 
Eee Apply’d 


, $320 
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Apply’d-each Nerve, and {winging round on ‘high, 
With Force tempéftuous let the Ruin fly: _ 
The huge Stone thund’ring thro’ his Buckler broke ee 
325 His flacken’d Knees ‘receiy’d. the. numbing Stroke ; 
Great Hedfor falls extended on .the Field, 
His Bulk fupporting on the thattér’d Shield, 
.. Nor’ wanted heav’nly Aid: . Apollo's Might - 
Confirm’d his Sinéws,. and -reftor’d. to Fight, . . 
s3eAnd now. both Heroes theit broad Faulchions drew, 
| In flaming ‘Circles ‘round::their’ Heads they ‘flew: +o 
But then by’ Heralds Voice the Word’ was. giv’n, *\ 
The facred: Minifters.of Earth and Heav’n:’) 
_. Divine Talthybins whom the’ Greekt-employ, ..- ¢. 
335 And lage faeeuson' the Part-of Troy,'. ts 45. 8 
Between ‘the Swords ther peaceful Sceptres rear’d ; 
__ Forbear,” my Sons: your farther Force to prove, 
Both dear to Men, and both belov’d:of Fove, 
oe To either Hoft your matchlefs Worth is known, — 
_ Each foands your Praife, and War is-all your own. 
But now. the Night: extends. her awful Shade’; | 
+ The Goddefs parts. you: Be. the ‘Night. obey’d, 
7; : ; aa To 
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__ -To:whoin’ great 4yax his high Soul exprefs’d. 
O Sage ! to. Hector ‘be-thefe- Words addrefs’d, _ 345 
Let. him, who ‘firft- provok’d' our Chiefs: to fight, 
Let him demand the SariQion’ of ‘the Night: 
If firlt he ask’ it, I’ content. obey, - 
And céafe the Strife when Hetfer fhows’ the way. : 
Oh. firft of Greeks! (his noble ‘Foe rejoin’d) * 5350 
Whom Heav’n adorns, fupertor to thy’ Kind, - ‘ 
With Strength of Body, and with Worth of Mind! 
Now. Martial Law commands ‘us: to fotbear, - 
Hereafter we fhall ‘meet ‘in glorious War, = 
Some future Day fhall lengthén. out: the Strife, 359 
And let the God3 decide of Death or Life! . 5: ; 
Since then the .N ight extends her gloomy Shade," 
- And Heav’n érijoths it, be the Night obey’d. - “! 
Return, brave Ajax, to thy: Greczan Friends, . . 7} 
And joy the‘ Natiohs whom thy Arm defends ;°> +360 
As I fhall glad each Chief, and Trojan Wife, = --. 
Who ‘Wearies Heav’n with Vows for Heétor’s Life. ; 
But let us, on-¢his-merhorable Day, =; f° 6.) 
aid —" Gift ; ‘that-Greece and Try may ay ; 
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365 Not Hate, but Glory, made thefe Chiefs contend ; 
« And each brave Foe was in his Soul 2 Friend. 

With that, a Sword with Stars of Silver grac’d, 
The Baldric ftudded, and the Sheath enchas’ d, 
He gave the Greek. The gen’rous Greek beftow’d 
370A radiant Bele that rich with Purple glow’d. 
Ther with majeftic Grace they quit the Plain ; 
This feeks the Grecian, that the Phrygian Trin 3 
' The Trojan Bands. returning Heiter wait, 

And hail with Joy the Champion of their State: i 

375 Efcap’d great AA Has, they furvey'd hint round, 

- Alive, upharm’d, and vig’tous from his Wound. 
To Troy’s high Gates the God-like Chief they bear, 
Their prefent Triumph, as their late Defpair, 
But Ajax, glorying in his hardy Deed, 

380 Lhe wellarm’d Grevks to /Aganemmn lead, - 

OA Steer for Sacrifice the King defign’d, 

Of full five Years, and of the nobler Kind. 
The Vidtim falls, they ftrip the fmoaking Hide, 
The Beaft they quatter, and the Joints divide, 

185 Then f pread the Tables, the Repaft prepare, ~ 
Each’ takes his Seat, and each receives his’ Share. 

_ + The’ 
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The King himfelf (an Honorary Sigi) 
Before great Ajax plac’d the mighty Ching. 
When now the Rage of Hunger was retnov'd - 
Neftor, in each perfuafive Art approwd, | 
The Sage whofe Counfels long had fway’d the reft, ° 390 
In Words like thefe his prudent Thought expreft. 
How dear, O Kings! this fatal Day has coft, 
What Greeks are perifh’d! what a People loft! = 
WhatTides of Blood have drench’d Scamander’s Shore? 
What Crowds of Heroes funk, to rife no more? ~ 395 
Then. hear me, Chief! nor let the Morrow’s Light 
Awake thy Squadrons to new Toils of Fight.- 
Some Space at leaft permit the War to breathe, - 
. While we to Flames our flaughter’d Friends bequeathe, 
From the red Field their featter’d Bodies bear, | 402 
And nigh the Fleet a Fun’ral Structure rear : : 
So decent Urns their {nowy Bones may keep, 
And pious Children o’er their Afhes weep. 
Here, where on one promifcuous Pile they blaz’d, 
High o’er them all a gen’ral Tomb be tais’d..- 4s 
Next, to fecure our Camp, and Naval Pow’rs; - 
~ Raife an embattel’d Wall, with lofty Tow’rs ; 
| | Fff From 
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From Space to Space be ample Gates around, 
For paffing Chariots, and a Trench’ profound. 
410 So Greece to Combate fhall in Safety 20, 
Nor fear the fierce Incurfions of. the Foe. 
. ?T was thus the Sage his wholfome Counfel mov’d ; 
The {ceptred. Kings of Greece his Words approv’d. 
Meanwhile, conven’d at Przam’s Palace Gate, ' 
415 The Trojan Peers in nightly Council fate: 
A Senate void of Union as of Choice, * 
. Their Hearts were fearful, and confus’d their Voice. 
- Antenw rifing, thus demands their Ear: 
Ye Trojans, Dardans, and Auxiliars hear ! 
yo’ Tis Heav’n the-Counfel of my Breaft. infpires, 7 
And I but move what ev’ry God requires, 
Let Sparta’s Treafures be this Hour reftor’d, - 
And Argive Helen own her ancient Lord. 
The Ties of Faith, the fworn Alliance broke, — 
4¢5Our impious Battels the juft Gods provoke. 
As this Advice ye practife, or reject, . 
-— So hope Succefs, or dread the: dire Effect. 
The Senior fpoke, and fate. To whom reply’d 
The graceful Husband. of the Spartan Bride. 
ea Cold 
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Cold Countels, Trojan, may become thy Years, 430 
But ‘found ungrateful in a Warrior’s Ears: 
Old Man, .if. void: of Fallacy. or Art 
Thy Words ¢xprefs the Purpofe of thy Heart, .- 
Thou, in thy Time, more found Advice haft giv’a ; 
But Wifdom has its Date, aflign’d by Heav’n, 435 
Then hear me, Princes of the Trojan Name | 
Their. Treafures ’ll réftore, but not the Dame ; - 
My Treafures too, for Peace, I will reQgn ; 
But be this bright Poffeflion ever mine. — 
’T was then, the growing Difcord to onan: 4 
Slow from his Seat the rev’rend Priam rofe. 
His God-like Afpect deep Attention drew: 
He paus’d,. and. thefe pacific Wotds enfue. e 
Ye Trojans, Dardans, and Auxiliar Bands! _—: 
Now take Refrefhmentt as the Hour demands: BA 
Guard well the Walls, relieve the Watch of Night, ’- 
Till the new Sun reftores the chearful Light: _ 
Then fhalt our Herald to th’ Atrides fent, _ 
Before their Ships, proclazm my Son’s Intent: 
Next let a Truce be ask’d, that Troy may burn re 
Her flaughter'd Heroes, and their Bones in-urn. .’ 
That 


08 HOMERs ILIAD. Boox VII. 
-. That done, once more the Fate of War. be try’d,. 
And whofe the Conquett, mighty Fove decide! 
TheMonarch fpoke: the Warriors {natch’d with hafte 
455 (Each at his Poft in Arms) .a fhort Repafte,. 
Soon as the rofy Morn had wak’d the Day, 
To the black Ships [deus bent his way: — - - 
There, tothe Sons of Mars, .in Council found,’ 
He rais’d his Voice: The Hofts ftood lift’ning round. 
— 460Ye Sons of Atreus, and ye Greeks, give ear! 
The Words of Troy, and Troy’s great Monarch hear. 
_ Pleas’d may ye hear (fo Heav’n fucceed my Pray’ rs) 
What Paris, Author of the War, declares. 
The Spoils and Treafures he to Ilion bore, — 
46s(Oh had he perifh’d e’er they touch’d our Shore) 
_ He proffers injur’d Greece ; with large Encreafe 
Of added Trojan Wealth to buy the Peace. - 
But to reftore the beauteous Bride again, = 
_* This Greece demands, and Troy requefts in vain. 
490 Next, O ye Chiefs! we ask a Truce to burn 
Our flaughter’d Heroes, and their Bones in-urn. 
_ That done, once more the Fate of War be try’d, 
And whofe the Conqueft, mighty feve decide! 
, oe _ The 
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The Greeks ‘gave ear, but none the Silence broke, ~ 
At length Tydides rofe, and rifing fpoke. © 475_— 
Oh take not, Friends! defrauded of your Fame, 
Their proffer’d Wealth, nor ev’n the Spartan Dame. 
Let Conqueft make thei ours: Fate fhakes their Wall; 
And Troy already totters to her Fall. 
Th admiring Chiefs, and all the Grecian Name, 480 
With gen’ral Shouts’ return’d him loud Acclaim. 
Then thus the King of Kings rejects the Peace : 
Herald! in him thou hear’ft the Voive of Gréécé. 
For what-remains ; let Fun’ral Flames be fed 
With Heroes Corps: I war not with the Dead: 
Go fearch your flaughter’d Chiefs oni yonder Plain, — 
And gratify the Manes of the flain:. a. 
Be witnefs, ‘fove ! whofe Thunder rolls on ae 
He faid, and rear’d his Sceptre to the Sky. | -. 
To facred Troy, where all her Princes lay 450 
To wait th’ Event, the Herald bent his way. 
He came, and ftanding in the midft, explain’d — 
The Peace rejected, but the Truce obtain’d. = 
Strait to their fev’ral Cares the Trojans niové, 
Some fearch the Plain, fome fell the founding Grove :495 
me Gg g Nor 
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Nor lefs the Greeks, defcending on the Shore, 

_ Hew’d the gteen Forefts, and. the Bodies bore: — 
And now from: forth the Chambers of the Main,.. . 
To fhed his facred Light on Earth again, 

soo Arofe’ the golden Chariot of the Day, . 
And tipt the Mountains with a purple Ray. | 

. In mingled Throngs, the Greek and Trojan Train 
Thro’ Heaps of Carnage fearch’d the mournful Plain. 
Scarce could the Friend his flaughter’d Friend explore, 

sos With Duft difhonour’d, and deform’d with Gore. — 
The Wounds they wath’d, their pious Tears they thed, ; 
And, ‘lay’d along their Cars, deplor’d ‘the dead. - 
Sage Priam check’d their Grief: With filent Hafte. 
The Bodies decent on the Piles were plac’d: 

s1o With melting Hearts the cold Remains they burn ‘d; 
And fadly flow, to facred Troy return’d. 

Nor lefs the Greeks their pious Sorrows fhed, 
And decent on the Pile difpofe the dead ; 
The cold Remains confume with equal Care ; 

sts And flowly, fadly, to'their F leet repair. 

Now, e’re the, Morn had ftreak’d with red’ning Light 
The doubtful Confines - the Day and Night ; 
About 
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About the! dying: Flames the Greeks appear’d, 
And round the Pile'a: gen’ral Tomb they rear’d. 
Then, to fecure the Camp and Naval Pow’rs, 520 
They rais’d embattel’d Walls with. lofty Tow’rs: . 
From Space to Space were: ample Gates around, 
For pafling Chariots; anda Trench : profound, | 
Of large Extent, and deep in Earth below. - 
Strong Piles infix’d ftood: adverfe to. the Foe,. 525 
So toul’d the Greeks: Meanwhile the Gods above 
In fhining Circle round their Father Fove, 
Amaz’d beheld the wondrous Works of Man: 
Then * He, whofe’'Trident thakes the Earth; began. - 
What Mortals henceforth fhall our Pow’r adore, ‘530 
Our Fanes frequent, our Oracles implore, = 
If the proud Grecéans thus fuccefsfill boaft' 
Their rifing Bulwarks on: the Sea-beat Coaft ?- 
See the long Walls extending to the Main, | 
No God confulted, and no Victim flan! = 535 
Their Fame ‘hall fill: the World’s témoteft Ends, 
Wide,. as the Morn her ‘golden: Beam. extends,» « 
While old’ Ladmédon’s divine Abodes, 
Thofe radiant Structures: rais’d: by lab’ring Gods, - 
2 Shall, 
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s40 Shall, ‘raz’d and loft, in: long Oblivion fleep, 
Thus {poke the hoary Monarch ‘of the Deep. - 
Th’ Almighty Thund’rer with a Frown replies; 
That clouds the World, and blackens half the Skies, ' 
Strong God of Ocean! Thou, whofe Rage can make 
s4s The folid Earth’s eternal Bafis fhake!. .. = 
What Caufe of Fear from mortal Works, cou’d move 
_ The meaneft. Subject of our Realms above? 
Where-e’er the Sun’s -refulgent Rays are caft, 
Thy Pow’r is honour’d, and thy Fame thall laft. - 
ssoBut yon’ proud Work no: future Age fhall view, ..:’ 
No Trace remain: whete once ‘the Glory grew. — «= 
. The fapp’d Foundations: by thy Force: fhell -fall, 
And whelm’d beneath thy Waves, drop the huge Wall :: 
Vaft Drifts of Satid fhalt change the former Shore ; ~ 
sss The Ruin vanifh’d, and the. Name ho more, : 
Thus théyiin Heav’n: while, o’er'the Grecian T rain,’ 
The rolling Sint defcending to the Main... |: 
Beheld the: finith’d Work.: "Theit Bulls they flew; » 
Black ftom the: ‘Ténts the fav’ry Vapors flew...” 
s6oAnd now the Fleet, arriv’d from‘ Lemnos’ Strands, 
With Bacchus’ Bleffings chear’d the gen’rous Bands. 
: Of 


Book VII. HOMER's ILIAD. 
Of fragrant Wines the rich Eimeus fent 
_ A thoufand Meafures to the Royal Tent. 

| (Euneus, whom Hypfipyle of yote 
To ‘fafon, Shepherd of his People, bore) 565 
The ieft they purchas’d at their proper Coft, 
And well the plenteous F reight fupply’d the Hoft: 
Each, in exchange, proportion’d Treafures gave; 
Some Brafs or Iron, fome an Oxe, or Slave. 
All Night they feaft, the Greek and Trojan Pow’rs ; 570 
Thofe on the Fields, and thefe within their Tow’rs. 
But Fove averfe the Signs of Wrath difplay’d, - 
And thot red Light’nings thro’ the gloomy Shade : 
Humbled they ftood ; pale Horror feiz’d on all, 
While the deep Thunder fhook th’ Aerial Hall. i 
Each pour’d to Fove before the Bowl was crown’d, 
And large Libations drench’d the thirfty Ground ; 
Then late refrefh’d with Sleep from Toils of F ight; 
Enjoy’d the balmy Bleflings of the Night. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
- . o ON THE | ‘3 
SEVENTH BOOK. 


é 


I. 

HRO? che. Scxan Gate.) ‘This Gate is 
‘not here particularized by Homer, but 
it appears by the 393d Verfe of the 
a 7 ~~ fixth Book that it could be no other. 

Exftathius takes notice of the Difference of the Words égécouro’ 
and x2, the one apply’d to Heffor, the other to Paris: ‘by 
which the Motion of the former is defcribed as. an. impetuous 
fallying forth, agreeable to the Violence of a Warrior ; and 
that of the latter as a calmer Movement, correfpondent to the 
gentler. Character of a Lover.- But perhaps this Remark is 
too refined, finte Homer plainly gives Paris a Character of - 
Bravery in what immediately precedes and follows this Verfe. 


OO - : 


Verse 5. 4s when to Sailors, &c.] This Simile makes 
it plain that the Battel had relax’d during the Abfence of 
Heéfor in Troy; and confequently that the Converfation of | 
Diomed'and Glaucus in, the former Book, was not (as Ho- 
mers Cenfurers would have it) im the Heat of the Engage- — 
ment. .  . | 


* 
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“The fame Author offers this other Solution : 


OBSERVATIONS Of 
UL. : 


Verse 23. When now Minerva,’ &c.] “This Machine of | 
the two Deities meeting to. parr the Armies ‘is very noble. 
Exffaghus tells us it is an allegorical Minerva, and Apolfo: 
Minerva reprefents the prudent-Valour of the Greeks, and 
Apollo who ftood for the Trojans, the Power of Deftiny: So - 
that the Meaning of the Allegory may be, thar the Valout 
and Wifdom of the Greeks had now conquer’d Troy, had not 
Deftiny withftood. A/merva therefore complies with Apollo, 
an Intimatioa that Wifdom can never oppefe. Fate. Bur if | 
you take them in the literal Senfe as-a real God and Goddels, 
it may be ask’d what Neceffity there was for the Introduction 
of two fuch Deities 2? To this Eaflathius anfwers, that the laft 
Book was the only one, in which both Armies were deftitute 
of the Aid of the Gods: In Confequence of which there is 
no gallant Action atchiev’d, nothing extraordinary done, e- 
{pecially after the Retreat of Heéfor ; bur here the Gods are 
again iatroduced to ufher in a new Scene-of great AGions. 

Freitor finding 
the 77ojan Army overpower’d, confiders how to {top the Fu- 
ry of rhe prefent Battel ; this he chinks may beft be done by 
the Propofal of a fingle Combate:. Thus Admerva by a very 
eafy and natural Fiction may fignify that Wifdom or Courage 
(the being the Goddefs of both) which fuggefts thé Neceflity 
of diverting the War; and Apollo, chat feafdmable Stratagem 
by which he effected it. : , | 


bad 


| IV. | 
Verse 37. Vengeful Goddeffes.| ‘Tuy dhankener ia this Place 


muft fignify Minerva and Funo, the Word being of the femi- 


nine Gender. Lufawbias. 
= 
Verse 48. Sage Helenus their facred Counfels knew.) He- 


Jenus was the Prieft of Apollo, and might therefore be fup- 
pos’d 
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pos’d to be informed of this by his God, or taught by an O- 
racle that fuch was his Will. Or elfe being an Aygur, he 
might learn it from the Ffight of thofe Birds, into which 
the Deities are bere feigned to transform themafelves, (perhaps 
for that Reafon, as it would be a very Poetical manner of 
expreffmg it.) The Fiction of thefe Divinities {iting on the 
Beech-Tree in the Shape of Yakurs, is imitated by MG/on in 
the fourth Book of Parade Loft, where Satan leaping over 
the Boundaries of Eden fits in the Form of a Cormorant.up- 
on the Tree of Life. or eee ee 


VI. 


Verse 57. For not this Day fball end thy glorious Date.) 
Euftathias jaftly obferves that Homer here takes from theGreat- 
nefs of Heéfor’s Intrepidity, by making hig fqreknow that 

he fhould not fall in this Combate ; whereas Ajax encounters 
him without any fuch Encouragement. . It .may ‘perhaps be- 
‘difficult to give a Reafon for this Management of the Poee, 

* wnlefs we afcribe it to that commendable Prejudice, and ho- 
nourable Partiality he bears his Countrymen; which makes 
him give a Superiority of Courage té the Heroes of his own 
Nation. .. = 2 | 


Vil. 


_ Verse 60. Then with bis Spear reftrain'd the Youth of Troy, 
Held by the widft athwart.---\ The Remark af Exuftathius here is 
obfervable: Hetells ys that theWarriors of thofe Times (having 
no Trumpets, and becaufe the V oice of the loudeft Herald would 
be drown’d in the Noife of a Battel) addrefgd themfelves to | 
“the Eyes, and that graf{ping the middle of the Spear denoted 
a Requeft chat che Fight might, a while be fufpended; the 
holding the Spears in that Pofition not being the Pofture of a 
Warrior ; .and thus Agdmemnon underttands it without any 
farther Explication. But however it be, we have a lively Pi- 
cure of a General who ftretches his Spear acrofs, and prefies 
back the moft advanced Soldiers of his Army. 


: < 


VII. 
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OBSERVATIONS on. 
“Vill. 


VERSE 71., 48 when. a genral Darkief, &c.] The thick 
Ranks of the Troops compofing themfelves, in order to fit 


and hear what Hef/or was about to propofe, are compared 


s wa 


to the Waves of the Sea that are juft ftirr’d by the We Wind; 


the Simile partly confifting in the Darknefs and Stillnefs. 
This is plainly different from thofe Images of the Sea, given 
us on other Occafions, where the Armies in their Engagement 
and Confufion are compared to the Waves in their Agitation 
and ‘Tumult: And that the cantrary is the Drift of this Si- 
mile appears particularly from Hfomer’s ufing the Word éigro, 
fedebant, twice in the Application of it. All the other Ver- 


-fions feem' to be miftaken here: What caufed the Difficul 


was the Expreflien Oommervplo YEov, which may fignify the YW eft 
Wind blowing on a fudden, as well.as firft rifing. But: the 


‘Defign of Homer was to convey an Image both of the gentle 


Motion that ardfe over the Field from the Helmets and Spears’ 
before their Armies were quite fettled ; ‘and of the Repofe and 
Awe which enfued, when Heéfor began to fpeak.  — | 
ye oO 
VERSE 79. Hear all Pi Trojan, all ye Grecian Bands.] 
The Appearance of Heéfor, his formal ae and the 
Affright of the Greeks. upon it, have a near Refemblance to 
the Defcription of the Challenge of Golah in the firft Book 


of Samuel, Ch. 17. And he fiood and cried to the Armies of 
‘Ifrael----Chufe you a Man for you, and let him come down to 


me. If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will 
we be your Servants: but tf [ prevasl againft him, and kill him, 
then fhall ye be our Servants.-—When Saul and all Urael heard 
the Words of the Philiftine, they were difmayed, and greatly 
afraid, Ka. - | | co | 
There is a fine Air of Gallantry and Bravery in this Chal- 
lenge of Heéfor. If he feems to“fpeak too vainly, we fhould 
confider him under the Character of @Challenger, whofe Bu- 
finefs it is to defy the Enemy. Yer at the fame time we 
. SS ” _ find 


. 
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find a decent Modefty in his:mariner of exprefliing the Con- 
ditions of the Combate: He fays fimply, Jf my Enemy 
kills me;. but.of himfelf, /f Apollo. grant me Victory. It 


was an Imagination equally agreeable to a Man of Ge- . 


nerofity atid a Lover of Glory, to mention the Monument 
to be erected over his vanquifh’d Enemy; tho’ we fee he 
confiders ,it not fo much an Honour paid to the Conquer’d 
‘as a Trophie-tq the Conqueror. It was natural too to dwell 
- moft upon the Thoughe that pleas’d him beft, for he takes 


no notice of any Monument that fhould, be raifed over him- . 


felf if he fhould fall unfortunately. He no fooner allows him- 
{elf to expatiate, Bur the Profpect of Glory carsies him away 
thus far beyond his. firft Intention, which was only to allow 


the Enemy liberty to inter their Champion with Decency.. ~ 


s 

. s 
s . =, 
ao, oot e 


€ 


Verse 96. On Phebus’ Temple I'll bis Arms be tow. It was 


the Manner of the Ancients to dedicate Trophies of this. 


kind, to the Temples of the Gods. ‘The particular Reafon 
for confecrating the Arms in this Place to Apollo, is not en- . 
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ly as he was the conftant Protector .of Trey, but as this ~ 


' Thought of the Challenge was infpired by him. ~ . 


"Verse 98. Greece on the Shore fball raife a Morumeni.J 
Homer took the Hint of this from feveral Tombs of the an-— 


cient Heroes who had a at 7roy, remaining ‘in his time _ 


upob the Shore of thte Hel, : 
pithet broad, to diftinguifh. the particular Place of thofe 
Tombs, which was on the Rhatean or Segean Coalt, where 
the Helle/pont’ (which in other Parts is narrow) opens itfelf 
to the Aigean Sea. «Strabo gives an Account of the Monu- 
ment of Ajax near Rhacteum, and of Achilles at the Promon- 
tory of Sigeum. This -is one among a thoufand Proofs of 


léefpant. . He gives that Sea the E- . 


our Author’s exact Knowledge in Geography and Antiquities. 


- Time (fays Ex/tashius) has deftroy’d thofe Tombs which were. 


to have preferv’d Heétor’s Glory, but. Homer's Poetry more 
| | Kkk..  —'.-_ Tafting 
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fafting than Monunients and Proof‘againf Ages, will for e 
ver fapport and convey it to the lateft Pofterity. 
XII. | 

Verse 105. 4 Greece aftonifh'd heard.) ¥t feems natural 
to enguire, .why the Greeks, before they accepted Hefhor’s. 
Challenge, did not demand Reparation for the former Tfea- 
chery of Paxndarus, arid infift upon delivering up the Author 
of it; which ‘had been the fhorteft way. for the Trojans to 
have wip’d: off that ‘Stain: It was vety reafonable for the 
Greeks to reply to this Challenge, that they could not ven- 


ture a fecond fingle Combate for fear of fuch another infidi- 
, ous Attempt upon their Champion. .. And indeed. & wonder 


that Nefor did not think of this Excufe for his Countrymen, 
when they were fo backward to engage. One may make : 


fome fort of anfwer to this, if we confider the Clearnefs of 
_ Hettor’s Chara&ter, and his Words at the i ar of the 


foregoing Speech, where he firft complains of the Revival of - | 
the War as a Misfortune common to them both (which.is at 
once very artful and decent) and lays the blame of it upon - 


Jupiter. Tho’, by the way, his charging the 7rojans Breach 
, of Faith upon the Deity looks a little like. the reafoning of 


~~ fome modern Saints in the Doétrine of ‘abfolute Reprobation, 


‘making God the Author of Sin, ‘and may ferve for fome In- 
_~ ftance of the Antiquity of that falfe Tenet.  - | 


; >.41| an 


he 


VERSE 109. Women of Greece! &c.} There-is 4 great deal 


of Fire in this Speech of Mézelaus, which very well agrees 


_ with his Chara@er and Circumftances. ° Methinks while he 


{peaks one fees him in a Pofture of Emotion, pointing 


_ with Contempf at the Commanders about him. . He up- 
braids their Cowardice, and wifhes they may become (accor- 


_ ding to the literal Words) Earth and Warer: that'is, be re- 


folved into thofe Principles they {pring from, or die. Thus 


Eufiathens explains it very exactly from a Verfe he cites of 
Lenophanes. a a 
2 | Tlevjeg 


the SreventuH Book, 
faves yee yalnote % Uddlog exyevd coda, 
XIV. 
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Virse 13 5. Evn frerce Achilles lear d his Force to fear.) — 


The Poet every where takes occafion to fet the brotherly 


Love of Agamemngn toward Menelaus in the moft agreeable 


Light: When Mexelaus is wounded, Agamemnon is. more’ .. 


concern’d than He; and here diffuades him from a Dan- 
ger, which he offers immediately after to undeftake him- 


felf. He makes ufe of Heéfor’s fuperior Courage to. bring - 


him t# a Compliance ; and tells him that even -Arhilles 
dares not engage with Hetfor. This (fays Enfbethius) is 
not true, but only the AffeGion for his Brother thus breaks 
out into a kind Extravagance. Agamemnon likewife confults 
the Honour of Menelaus, for it will be no Difgrace to him 


, to decline encountering a Man whom Achilles himfelf is a- 


, fraid of. Thus he artfully provides for his Safety and Ho-~ | 


nour at the fame time. 


 oXW 


. % > 


“Verse 135. The mightie? Warrier, &c.] It cannot with 


Certainty be concluded from the. Words of Homer, who is. 


the Perfon to whom Agamemnon applies the laft Lines 


of this Speech ; the Interpreters leave it as undetermin’d in | 


their Franflations gs it is in the Original: Some would have 


it underftood of Heéfor, that the Greeks would fend fach an. 


Antagonift againft him, from whofe Hands Hecfor might be 


glad to efcape. But this Interpretation feems contrary to the 


plain Defign of Agamemnon’s Difcourfe, which only aims to 
deter his Brother oa fo rafh an Undertaking as engaging 
with Heéfor. ' So that inftead of dropping any Expreffion 
' which might depreciate the Power or Courage: of this Hero, 
he endeavours rather to reprefent ‘him as the moft formida- 
ble of Men, and dreadful even to Achilles. ‘This -Paflage 

_ therefore will, be moft confiftent with Agamemnon’s Defign, if 
it be confider’d as‘an Argument offer'd to Menelaus, at once 
_ | | P to 
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to diffuade him from the Engagement, and to comfort him 
under the Appearance of fo great a Difgrace as refufing. the 
Challenge; by telling him that any Warrior, how bold and 
intrepid foever, might be content to fit ftill and rejoice that 
he is not expos’d to fo hazardous an Engagement. "The 


"Words aine Quynat Atiz ex moaguolo, » fignify not to efcape out of 


the Combate (as the Tranflators take ‘it) but to avoid entring 
into 1. = oS ¢ a. : : 
The Phrafe of yéw xdéuew, which is literally to bend the . 
Knee, means (according to Exuftathius) to reft, to fit down, 
ucdeotivat, and is ufed fo by Ayfchylus in Prometheo. ‘Thofe 
Interpreters were greatly miftaken who imagin’d it fignify’d — 
to kneel down, to thank the Gods for efcaping from duch a 
Combate ;. whereas the Cuftom of kneeling in Prayer (as we 
before obferv’d) was not in ufe among thefe Nations. 


y 


| XVI... eG 
| VERSE 145. The Speech of Neftor.] This Speech, if we : 


' confider the Occafion of it, could be made by no Perfon but 


' Neflor. No young Warrior could with Decency exhort others 


to undertake a Combate which himfelf declin’d. Nothing 
could be more in his Character than to reprefent to the Greeks 
how much they would fuffer in the Opinion. of another old 
Man like himfelf. In naming Peleus he {ets before their Eyes 
the Expectations of all their Fathers, and the Shame that 
muft afflict them, in their old Age if their Sons behaved 


_ themfelves unworthily. The Account he gives of the Con- 


verfations he had fosmerly held with that King, and eres 


~ foufy for the Glory of Greece, -is a very natural Picture of the 
- warm Dialogues of two. old Warriors upon the Commence- 


ment of a new War. Upon the whole, Meffor never more 


difplays his Oratory than in this Place: You fee him rifing 
with a Sigh, exprefling.a pathetick Sorrow, and wifhing again 


+ for his Youth that he might wipe away this Difgrace from, his 


Country. - The-Humour of Story-telling, fo natural to old 


_ Men, is almoft always mark’d by Homer in the Speeches of 


Neftor. The Apprehenfion that their Age makes them con- 


temptible, puts them upon repeating the brave Deeds of their 


— Youth. 
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“Youth. Plutarch juftifies the Praifes Neffor here gives him- 
felf, and the Vaunts of his Valour, .which on this Occafion 
‘were only Exhortations to thofe he ‘addrefs'd them to: By 
thefe he reftores Courage to the Greeks who were aftonifhd 
‘at the bold Challenge of Heéfor, ‘and caufés nine of the Prin- 
ces to rife and accept it. If. any: ‘Man had a right | to com- 
mend himéfelf,, it was this venerable Prince, who in relating 
his own Adtioris did no more than propole Examples of Vir- 
tue to the Young.: gil, without any fuch foftening Qua- 
lification; makes his: Hero fay df himfelf, 


f 


5 Sum —* Eneas, fame fuper etbera nottss. 


And comfort a dying Warrior wich, thefe Wards, a | 


Buea magni disxtra cadi a 


The fame Author alfo imitates oe With of Neto ial a Re: 
turn of his Youth, where Evander — we 


0 mibi prateritos, referat fi Jupiter annos / 7 
Duals eram, cum primam aciem P y eneffe fib ipl. ~~ 
Stravi, feutorumque incends Vittor acervos,' 5 

Et regen hac Herslum dextra fub Tartara i ad a 
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As for the Senuicn of i Arcadian War laced here, | 


it is a Part of the true Hiftory of thofe Times, as we are in- 
ee by en _ | , 


XVI: 


ve 


‘Virsiit a7, Thole sti which Mars before iad ii j 


Homer has the peculiar Happinefs of being able to raife the 
obfcuref Circumftance into ‘the ftrongeft Poitt of Light. 
. Averthous had takeh.thefe Arms in Battel, and this gives oc- 
" cafion to our Author to 0 fay they w were the Eeeees of Mars, 
eens - ot : i a 


>» . 
@ . 


e 
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XVII. _ 
Verse 188. Prone fell the Giant o'er'a Length of Ground. | 


 Neffor’s infifting upon this Circumftance of the Fall of Eveu- 


‘has a greater Power than even Nature itfelf. 


thalion, which paints his-vaft Body lying extended on the 
Earth, has ’a particular Beauty in it, and recalls into the old 
Man’s Mind. the Joy he felt on the Sight of his Enemy after 
he was flain. Thefe are the fine and natural Strokes that 
give Life to the Defcriptions of Poetry. = 

-S «= «” “XIX. | ; 

‘Verse 1954 And nine, the nobleft; &c.| In this Catalogue 
of the nine Warriors, who offer. themfelves as Champions for 
Greece, one may take notice of the firft and the faft who ri- 
fes up. Agamemnon advanced foremoft, as it beft became 
the Getieral, and Usy/fes with*his ufual' Caution took time to 
deliberate till {even more liad offer’d themfelves. Homer gives 
a great Encomium: of the Eloquence of Mefor in making it 
produce fo fudden an Effect ; efpecially when. Agamemnon, - 
who did not proffer himfelf before, even ‘to fave his Brother, 
is now the firft that ftéps forth: -Oné would fan¢y this pai- 
ticular Circumftance was contrived'to fhew ,~ that Eloquence 


Verse 207. Let the Lots decide.) This was a very pru- 
dent Piece of Condu& in Neffor: he does not chufe’any of 
thtfe nine himfelf, but leaves the Determination entirely to 
Chance. Had he named the Hero, the reft might have been © 
priced to have feen another prefer'd before them; and he 
ell knew that ghe Lot could not fall upon a wrong: Perfon, 
where. all were valiant. “ Exflathis. . a 2 


| Vz R s£.208.W, bom Heav’n Shall chufe, be his the Chance to raife 
| Fits Country's Fame, hes own immortal Praife.) 
The Original of this Paflage is fomewhat confufed 


a 


; the In- 
ter pt eters 


- Me 
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terpreters render it thus: Caft the Lots, and he who fhall be 
chofen, if he efcapes from this dangerous Combate, will do 
an eminent Service to the Greeks, and alfo have caufe to be 
reatly fatisfied himfelf. But the Senfe will appear more di- 
Ring and rational. if the Words gro¢ and adres be not under- 
{toad of the fame Perfon: :and the Meaning of Nefor will 
then be, he who is chofen for the Engagement by the. Lot, 
will do his Country great Service, and he likewife who is not, 
_ will have reafon to rejoice for efcaping fo dangerous a Com- 
bate. The Expreffion aixe Quynor Anis éx morzuoi; is the fame 
Homer ules in W. 118, 119. of. this Book, which we ex- 
plain’d in the fame Senfe in Note 15. oo 


bed 


XXL 


Verse 212. The People pray.) Homer who fappofes every 
thing on Barth. to proceed from the immediate-Difpofition of — 
_ Heaven, allows not even the Lots to come up by Chance, but 
places, them in the Hands of God. The People pray to him 
for the Difpofal of them, dnd beg that 4ax,. Domed, ot A- 
| gamemnon may be the Perfoh.: In which the Poet feems to 
make the Army give his own Sentiments, concerning the Pre« 
' ference of Valour in his Heroes, to avoid an odious Comparifon 
_ in downright Terms, which might have been inconfiftent with 
his Defign of complementing the Greczan Families. They 
afterwards offer up their Prayers again, juft as the Combate 
is beginning, that if Ajax does not conquer, at leaft he may 
divide the Glory with Heéfor ; ‘in which the Commentators’ 
obferve Homer prepates the Readers for what is to happen: ia 
the Sequel. © % ce” “s : 
+ XXII 
Verse 224. Surveys th’ $nfcviption.| There.is no Neceffity. 
to fuppofe that they put any Letters upon thefe Lots, at leaft 
hot their Names, becaufe the Herald could not tell to whom 
the Loft. of jax belong’d, till he claim’d it himfelf. It is 
more probable that they made fome private Mark or Signet 
each upon his own Lot. The Lot was only 4 Piece of Wood; 
a Shell, or any thing that. lay at hand. Axflathins. — 
: X 
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XXfV.. 


“Verse 226. Warrwrs! I claim the Lot.| This is the firft 
Speech of Ajax in. the-Iliad.. He is no Orator, but always 
expreffes himfelf in fhort; generally bragging, or threatning, 
and very pofitive.’ The Appellation of Fexos “Anausiy, the Bul- 
wark of the Greeks, which flomer almoft conftantly gives him, 
is extremely -proper-to the Bulk, Strength, and Immobility 
of this heavy Hero, who on all Occafions is made to ftand - 


to the Bufinefs; and fupport the Brant. Thefe Qualificati- — 


ons are given him, that he may laft out, when the reft of the 


$s a natural'Reafon, Heéfor in this Boo 


chief Heroes are wounded. ‘This makes him of ‘excellent 
Ufle in Wiad 13, &c.- He there puts a Stop to the whole 
Force of the Enemy, and a long time prevents the firing of 
the Ships. ft is particularly obfervable that he is never af- 
fitted by any Deity as the others ate. Yet oge would think’ 
Mars had. been no — Patron for him, there ‘being’ 
fome Refemblance’in the boifterous Character of thar God 
and this Hero. However it be, this Confideration may part- 
ly account for a Particular which elfe might very well raife a. 
Queftion: Why 4ax, who is in this Book fuperior in Strength 
to Hettor, fhould afterward in the Iliad fhun to meet him, 
and appear his Inferior? We fee the Gods nfiake this diffe-. . 
rence: Heéfar is not only affifted by them in his own Per- 
fon, but his Men fecond him, whereas thofe of Ajax. are di-. 
fpirited by,Heaven: To which “ead Mpa another which 

: exprefly tells Aax 
he will now make ‘ufe of no Skill or Art in Fighting with 
him. ‘The Greek in bare brutal Strength pfov’d too hard 
for Hettor, and therefore he might be fuppos’d afterwards to 
have éxerted his Dexterity againtthim. . oS 


XXV. | 
- Verse 250. He moves to Combate, &c.] This-Defcription 
is full of the fublime Imagery fo peculiar to our Author. “The - 
Grecian Champion is drawn in all that terrible Glory with - 
which he equals his Heroes to the Gods ¢ He is no lefs, dread- 
ae : I | ful 


is 


the Seventu Book. 
fal than Mars moving to Battel to execute the Decrees of 


ove upon Mankind, and determine the Fate of Nations. 
His March, his Pofture, his Countenance, his Bulk, his 


~Tow'r-like Shield, in a word, his whole Figure ftrikes our 


_ Eyes in all the alee: neg of Poetry. We fook upon 


him as:a Deity, an 


are not aftonifh’'d ae-cthofe Emotions 


. ‘which Hecfor feels at the Sight of him. - 


XXVL- 


*  Werse 269, The Work of Tychius.) 1 thall ask leave to 


cc 
ec 


«© Here (after he bad recited five Verfes in Celebration of Cuma) 


tranfcribe here the Story of this 7yehius, as we have it in the 
ancient Life of Homer attributed to. Herodotus. “ Homer 


“ falling into Poverty, determined to go to Cuma, and as he - 


aft rhro’. the Plain of Hermus, came to a Place called 
The New Wall, which was a Colony of the Gumeans. 


© he was received by a Leather-drefler, whofe Name was 7¥+ 


-¢ chins, into his Houfe, where he thew’d to his Hoft and his 


<¢ Company, a Poem on the Expedition of Amphiaraws, and 


« his Hymns. The Admiration he there obtain’d procur’d 


“« him @ prefent Subfiftance. They fhew to this Day with 
_ + © great Veneration the Place where he fate when he recited 


'. 1 his Verfes, and 4 Poplar which they affirm to have grows 
.. © there in his Time.” If there be any thing in this Story, 
.. ‘-we have reafon to be pleas’d with the grateful Temper ‘of our: ° 
Poet, who took this Occafion of immortalizing the Name of 


an ordinary Tradefman, who had obliged him. The fame 


! his Gratitude jn the fame kind. 


to Enghfb heroic Verle., 


ry 
he 
z 


- Account of his Life takes notice of feveral other Inftances of 


XXVIL 


. | : VERSE 2%0. In Arts of. Armoury.| Y have called 7ychias 


an Armourer rather tHan a Leather-dreffer or Currier ; his 


 makimg the Shield of ax authorizes one Expreffion as well 
_ as the other; and tho’ that which Homer ufes had no Low- 


nefs or Vulgariry in the Greek, it was not to be admitted in- 


Mmm XXVIII. 
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XXVIII.’ 


— Verse:273. Hector, approach. my Arm, &c.) I thidk it. 
needlefs to obferve how exactly this Speech of jax corref-. 
ponds with his blunt and Soldier-like Character. "The fame - 
Propriety, in regard to this Hero, is maintained throughout 
the Iliad. The Bufinefs he is about is all that-employs his 
Head, and he fpeaks of: nothing but Fighting.. The laft 


Line is an Image of his Mind ar all times, 
—. Ne more-—--be Sudden, and begsn the Fight. ay 


X XIX. 


Verse 285. Me, a a Boy or Woman, woul ft sau fright?) 7 


This Reply of Heéfor feems rather to allude to fome Adti- 


on Ajax had ufed in his Approach to him, as fhaking his | 

Spear, or the like, than to any thing he had faid in his, 
Speech, For what he had told him amounts to, no more 
than that there were feveral in the Greesan Army who had 


courted. the Honour of this Combate as well. as himfelf. I 


- 


think one maft obferve many things of this kind int Homer, . — 


that allude to the particular Attitude or Action in which the, 


Author fuppofes the Perfon to be in at that time. 


XXX. 


VERSE 290. Turn, charge, and anfwer eu'rry Call of W. ar q 


The Greek is, To move-my Feet to the Sound of Mars, which 


feems to fhew that thofe military Dances were in Ufe even 


in Homers Time, which were afterwards pra@tifed in Greece. _ 


EXXR 0. ': 


oe. 


; VERSE 305. From their bord Shields the Chiefs thee Fave- | 
lins drew.| ‘Homer in this Combate makes his Heroes perform » 


all their Exercifes with all forts of Weapons; firft darting Lan- 
ces at diftance, then advancing clofer, and pufhing with Spears, 
: 3 | ; ~ then 


o ball 
- 
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then cafting Stones, and laftly attacking with Swords ; in e- 
very one of which the Poet gives the Superiority to his Coun- 
‘tryman. It is farther, obfervable (as-Euffathius remarks ) 
that Ajax allows Heéfor an Advantage in throwing the firft 
| Spear. * , | a 
Oe XXXII. 


"Verse 328. Apollo’s Might.] In. the beginning of this 
Book we left ApM%lo perch’d upon a Tree, in the Shape of a 


” + Yultur, to behold the Combate: He comes now very oppor- 


_ tunely to fave his Favourite Heéfor. Eujtathius {ays that A- 

: pollo is the fame with Deftiny, fo that when Homer fays A- 
".« ‘pollo fav’d.him, he means no more than that it was not his: 

' . Fate yet to die, as Helenus had foretold him. | _— 


XXXII. 


‘ | i } 

<\ Verse 332. Heralds, the facred Minifters, &c.] The 

*- >Heralds of old were facred Perfons, accounted the Delegates. 
of Mercury, and inviolable by the Law of Nations. The an- 
-. cient Hiftories have many Examples of the Severity exercifed 
- againft thofe who committed any Outrage upon them, 
Their Office was to affift in the Sacrifices and Councils, to. 


* . proclaim War or Peace, to command Silence at Ceremonies 


_ or fingle Combates, to part the Combatants, and to declare 
~~. the Conqueror, &c. _ 4 


XXXIV. 


Versek 334. Deine Talthybius, &c.] This Interpofition 


, of the two Heralds to part the Combatants, on the Approach 


of the Night, is apply’d by 7a//o to the fingle Combate of Zan~ 
tred and Argantes in the fixth Book of his Ferufalem. The 
Herald’s Speech, and particularly that remarkable Injun@ion 
to Obey the Night, are tranflated literally by that Author. ‘The 
‘Combatants there alfo part not without a Promife of meeting 
- again in Battel, on fome more favourable Opportunity. 


_XXXV. 
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XXXV.- 


 Varse 337. And firft Vdeeus.) Homer obferves a juft De- 
corum in making Jdeus the Trojan Herald {peak firft, te end. 
the Combate wherein Hector had the Difadvantage.. Ajax is 


very fenfible of this Difference, when in his Reply he re-' 


quires that Hecfor fhould firft ask for a Ceffation, as he was. 
en ee 
XXXVI. 


 Virst 350. O firff of Greeks, &c.) Heéor, how hardly 
foever he is preft by his prefent Circumftance, fays nothing 
to obtain a Truce that is not ftrictly confiftene with his Ho- 
nour. When he praifes 4jax, it leflens his own Difadvantage, - | 
and he is careful to extol him. only above the Greeks; with- - 
out acknowledging him more valiant than himfelf or the Zyo- . 
gans: Heétor is always jealous of the Honour of his Coun- 
try. In what follows we fee he keeps himfelf on a level with © 
his Adverfary ; Hereafter we fhall meet.----Go thou, and give - 
the fame Foy to thy Grecians for thy E/cape, as [ fhall to my . 

~— "Phe Post of Honour in all this is very nicely 


preferved. 


+ 


XXXVI. 


Verse 362. Who wearies Heav'n with Vows for Heétor’s 


Life.) Exftathius gives many Solutions of the Difficulty in 


thefe Words, Ostov dyéva: ‘They mean either that the Trojan 
Ladies will pray to the Gods for him (dyowwe, or certatim) — 
with the utmoft Zeal and Tranfport ; or that they will go: 
in Praceflion to the Temples for him (se Ociov dyéiva, cortum- 
Deorum;) or thar they will pray to him as to aGod, Sea bed 
tl eugoilal mo, = | — 


7 ‘XXXVI | 
VERSE 364. Exchange fome Gift.] There i nothing that 


gives us a greater Pleafure in reading‘ an heroic Poem, .than 


the . 
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the Generofity, which one brave Enemy fhews to another. 
The Propofal made here by Heé#or, and fo readily embraced 
by “jax, makes the Parting of thefe two Heroes more glori- 
ous to them than.the Continuance of the Combate had been. 
A French Critick is fho€k’d at Heétor’s making Propofals to 
Ajax with an Air of Equality ; he fays a Man that is van- 
quifh’d, inftead of talking of Prefents, ought to retire with 


233: 


Shame from his’Conqueror. But that Hector was vanquifh’d | 


is by no means to be alhowed ; Homer had told us that his 
Strength was reftored by Apollo, and that the two Comba- 
tants were engaging again upon equal Terms with their 
Swords. $0 that this Criticifm falls to nothing. For the 
reft, *tis faid.that this Exchange of Prefents -beeween Hector 
and Ajax gave Birth to a Proverb, that the Prefents of Ene- 
mies are generally faral. For Ajax with this Sword after- 


wards killed himfelf, and Hefor was drage’d by this Belt ac — 


the Chariot of Achilles. - 7 
7 XXXIX, | 


Verse. 387. Before great Ajax plac’d the mighty Chine.} 
This is one. of thofe Paflages that will naturally fall under 


the Ridicule of a true modern Critick. But what Agamems 


non here beftows on Ayax was in former Times a great Mark 
of Refpe& and Honour: Not only as it was cuftomary to 
diftinguifh the Quality of their Guefts by the Largenefs of the 
Portions affigned them at their Tables, ‘but as this Part of the 
Victim peculiarly belong’d to the King himfelf. It is worth 
remarking on this Occafion, that the Simplicity of thofe Times 
allowed the eating of no other Flefh but Beef, Mutton, of 
Kid. This is the Food of the Heroes of Homer, and the 
Patriarchs and Warriors of the Old Teftament. Fifhing and 
Fowling were the Arts of more luxurious Nations, and came 
much later, into Greece and J/rael. = | 

One cannot read this Paffage without being pleafed with 
the wonderful Simplicity of the old heroic Ages. We have 
here a gallant Warrior returning victorious (for that he thought 
himfelf fo, appears. from thofe Words xexywenéra vixen) from a 
fingle Combate with the braveft of his Enemies ; and he is 
4 | Nona no 
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no otherwife rewarded than with a larger Portion of the Sa- 
crifice at Supper. ‘Thus an upper Seat or a more capacious 
Bowl was a Recompence for the greateft AGions; and thus 
the only Reward in the Olympic Games was a Pine-Branch, 
or a Chaplet of Parfley or wild Oli¥e. The latter Part of 
this Note belongs to Euffathius. | 


XL. 


Verse 399. While we to Flames, &c.] There is a great 
deal of Artifice in this Counfel of efor of burning the Dead 
and raifing a Fortification ; for tho’ Piety was. the {pecious 
Pretext, their Security was the real Aim. of the Truce, which 
they made ufe of to finifh their Works. Their doing this ae 
the fame time they erected the Funeral Piles, made ‘the Im-~ 
pofition eafy upon the Enemy, who might naturally miftake 
one Work for the other. And this alfo obviates a plain Ob-. 
jection, wz. Why the 7rojaus did not interrupt them in this 
Work ? The Truce determined no exact Time, but as much 
as was needful for difcharging the Rites of the Dead. 

I fancy it may not be unwelcome to the Reader to enlarge 
a little upon the way of difpofing the Dead among the Anci- 
ents. It may be proved from innumerable Inftances that the 
Hebrews interred their Dead ; thus Abrabam’s Burying-place 
is frequently mentioned in Scripmre: And that the Zigyptsans 
did the fame is. plain from Bek embalming them. Some 
have been of Opinion that the Ufage of Burning the Dead 
was originally to prevent any Outrage to the Bodies from 
their Enemies; which Imagination is render’d not improba- 
ble by that Paffage in the firft Book of Samuel, where. the 
[fraelites burn the Bodies of Sau/ and his Sons after they had 


— been mifufed by the PAshsfines, even tho’ their common Cu- 


ftom was to bury their Dead. And fo SyVa among the Ro- 
mans was the firft of his Family who order’d his Body to be 
burnt, for fear the Barbarities he hadtxercifed on that of Ma- 
vis might be retaliated upon his own. Tully de legibus, 
4b. 2. Proculdubso cremands ritus a Gracis venit, nam fepul- 
tum leginus Numam ad Anienis fontem ; totigue gents Cornelia 


folexne 
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folenne fuiffe fepulcrum, ufque ad Syllam, qut primus ex a 
gente crematus eff. The Greeks ufed both ways of interring 


and burning ; Patroclus was burned, and jax lay’d in the 
Ground, as appears from Sopbocles’s Ajax, lin. 1185. 


Smevooy nolany nanélov tw idely 
Ta 02 tadov.—---—- | 
Haften (fays the Chorus) to prepare a hollow Hole, a Grave 
for this Man. 

T bucidydes in his fecond Book mentions Adevaxas xutaeial+ 
yas: Coffins or Chefts made of Cyprefs Wood, in which the 
Athenians kept the Bones of their Friends that dy’d in the 
Wars. | | 2 

The Romans derived from the Greeks both thefe Cuftoms 
of burning and burying: J Urbe neve Srpetiro weve Urito 
fays the Law of the Twelve Tables. The Place where they 
burn’d the Dead was fet apart for this religious Ufe, and cal- 
led Glebe ; from which Pra@ice the Name is yet apply’d to 
all the Grounds belonging to the Church. row & 

Plutarch obferves that Fy 3 
general Tomb for a Number of dead Perfons. . Here is a 
Tumulus built round the Pyre, not to bury their Bodies, for 
they were to be burn’d; nor to receive ‘the Bones, for thofe 
were to be carry’d to Greece ; but perhaps to inter their A thes, 
(which Cuftom may be gather’d from a Paffage in Iliad 23. 
W. 255.) or it might be only a Cenotaph in Remembrance 
of the Dead. oe _ : we oe 
XLI. | 
- Verse 415. The Trojan Peers sm nightly Councsl: fate.} 
There is a great Beauty in the two Epithets Homer ‘gives to 
this Council, dt, télenia, timsida, turbulenta. The unjult 
fide is always fearful and: difcordant. I think M. Dacseér has 
not entirely done Juftice to this Thought in her Tranflation. 


Horace feems to have accounted this an ufeful and neceflary 


Part, that contain’d the great Moral of the Iliad, as may be 
feen from his fele&ing it in particular from the reft, in his 
Epiftle to Lollus. | oe wee 

+. & | Fabula, 


omer is the firft who mentions one | 


3 
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Fabula, qua Paridis propter narratur amorem, 
Grecia Barbarie lento collfa duello, 
Stultorum Regum &S populorum continet aftus. 
Antenor cenfet bells hepa caufam. - 
Quid Paris? Ut falous regnet, vivatque. beatus, 
Cog: poffe negat.--—---—- | oe 


XLH. 


Verse 441.-The rev'rend Priam rofe.| Priam reje&s the 
wholfome Advice of Axtenor, and complies with his Son. 
This is indeed extremely natural to the indulgent Character 
and eafy Nature of the old King, of which the whole Trojan 
War is a Proof; but I could wifh Homer had not juft in this 
Place celebrated his Wifdom in calling him Oec@w pcwe drd- 


 Ravvjoc. Spondanus refers this Blindnefs of Priam to the Power 


of Fate, the Time now approaching when Tray was to be pu- 
nifh’d for its Injuftice. Something like this weak Fondnefs of 
a Father is defcribed in the Scripture in the Story of. Da- 


e . ° . 


wid. and. Abfalom. 
Jo eo ere Be 


oy gee 

© Verse 450. Next let a Truce be askd.| The Condu& of 
Homer in this Place is remarkable: He makes Priam pro- 
pofe in Council to fend to the Greeks to ask'a Trucé.to bury 
the Dead. This the Greeks themfelves had before determined 
to propofe: But it being more honourable to his Country, 
the Poet makes the 7rojan Herald prevent any Propofition 
that could be made by-the Greeks... Thus they are requefted 
to do what they themfelves were about to. requeft, and have 
the Honour -to comply with a Propofal which they themlelves 
would otherwife have:taken as a Favour. . Eu/flathius. 
Se | 

- Verst-455. Each ‘at ‘bis Poft in Arms.} -We have here 
the manner of the Zrojans taking their Repaft: Not pro- 
Gee  mifcuoufly, 
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mifcuoufly, but each at his Poft. . Homer was. fenfible thae 
military Men ought not to remit their Guard, even while 
they refrefh themfelves, but in every Action difplay the Sol- 
dier. Exuftathws. | 


XLV. 
Verse 460. T he Speech of Idzus.] The Propofition of re+ 


{toring the Treafures, and not Helen, is {ent as froin Parss 
only ; in which his Father feems to permit him. to-treat by 
himfelf as a Sovereign Prince, and the fole Author of the War. 
But the Herald feems to exceed his Commiffion ,in what he 
tells the Greeks. Parts only offer’d to reftore the’ Treafures 
he took from Greece, not including thofe he brought.-from 
Sidon and other Coafts, where he touch’d in his Voyage : 
But [deus here proffers all that he brought to 7roy. He adds, 
as from himfelf, a With that Paris had perifh’d in that Voyage. 
Some ancient Expofitors fuppofe thofe Words to be fpoken a- 


fide, or in a low Voice, as it is ufual in. Dramatic: Poetry: — 


But without that Sa/vo, a generous Love for the Welfare of 
his Country might tranfport /deus into fome warm Expreffions 
againft the Author of its Woes. He lays afide the Herald to 
act the Patriot, and fpeaks with a noble Indignation againft 
Paris, that he may Influence the Grecsan. Captains to give a 
favourable Anfwer.  Euftathius. . | aes Se 


XLVI. 


Verse 474. The Greeks gave ear, but none the Silence 
broke.| This Silence of the Greeks might naturally, proceed 
from their Opinion that however defirous they were to put 
an end to this long War, Menelaus would never confent to 
relinquifh He/en, which was the thing infifted upon by Paris. 
Exfiathiws accounts for it in another manner, and it is from 
him M. Dacser has taken her Remark. |The Princes (fays 
he) were filent, becaufe it was the Part of Agamemnon to de- 
termine in Matters of this Nature; and Agamemnon is filent, 
being willing to hear the Inclinations of the Princes. By 
this means he avoided the Imputation of expofing the Greeks 
. | —e Ooo | to 
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- confirms this Opinion. | 
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to Dangers for his Advantage and Glory ; fince he only pives 


the Anfwer which is put into his Month by the Princes, with 
the general Applanfe of the Army. 


XLVII. 


VERSE 476. Ob take not, Greeks! &c.] There is a pecu- 
liar Decorum in making Dsomed the Author of this Advice, 
to reject even Helew herfelf if the were offerd ; this had noe 
agreed with an amorous Husband like Mewelaus, nor with 2 
cunning Politician like fet, nor with a wife old Man like 
Nefior. But it is proper to Diomed, not only as a young fearlefs 
Warrior, but as he is in particular an Enemy to the Iriterefts of 
Venas. | . . - 


 XLVUL 


— Verse sor. 4rd lay along the Cars.| Thefe probably 
were not Chariots, but Casriages; for Homer makes Neflor 
fay in VW. 332. that this was to be done with Mules and Oxen, 
which were not commonly join’d to Chariots, and the word 
mxdyicoues there, may be apply’d to. any Vehicle chat runs on 
Wheels... “Auaga fignihes indifferently Pheuftrum or Currus > 
and. our. Lagitfo word Car implics either. But if they did afe 
Chariots in bearing their Dead, it is at teaft evident, thar 
thofe Chariots were drawn by Mules and Oxen at Funeral So- 
lemnities. Homer's ufing the word dyake and not dieos, 


XEIX. | 


Versa 520. Then, to fecave the Camp, &c.| - Homer has 
been acaus'd of an Offence apaintt Probability, in caufing this 
Fortification to be made fo late as in the laft Veat of the War. 
Mad, Dacier anfwers to this Objedtion; that the Greeés had 
ne Occadion far it silk the Departure of Abilis > He alone 
Was & pxeater Defence to them; and: Hovier had-cold the Rea~ 
det in. a preceding Book, char the Frvjans never derft veature 
ous oF she Walls of Tray while Acbilles fought :: Thefe In- 


trenchments 
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trenchments therefore ferve to raife the Glory of his principal 
Hero, fince they become neteflary as foo as he withdraws 
his Aid. She might have added, chat Achilles himfelf fays 
all this, and makes Homer’s Apology in the ninth Book, V. 


349. The fame Author, {peaking of this Fortification, feems 


to doubt whether the Ufe of intrenching Camps was known 
in the Zrojaw War, and is rather inclined to think Homer 
borrowed it from what was praGifed in his own Time. But 
J believe if we confider the Caution. with which he has been 
obferved, in fome Initances already given,.to preferve the 
Manners of the Age he writes of, in Contradiftin@ion to 
what was pcactifed im his own; we may reatohably conclude 
the Art of Fortification was in ule even fo lone before him, 
and in the Degree of Perfection that he here defcribes it. If 
it was not, and if Homer was fond of defcribmg an Improve- 
ment in this Art made in his own Days, nothing could be 
better contrived than his feigning A@/for to be the Author of 
it,- whofe Wifdom and Experience in. War rendet'’d it probable 
that he might carry his Projedts farther than the relt. of his 
Contemporaries. We have here a Fortification as perfec ab any 
in the modern Times. A trong Wail is thrown-up, Towers 
are builr upon it from Space to Space, Gates are made to if- 
fue out at, and a Divch funk, deep, wide and tong: to all 
which Palifades are added to conipleat it, < .° a 


L. 


Verse 526. Meanwhile the Gods] The Fidion of this 
Wall raifed by the Greeds,. bas given no litthe Advantage td 
Hemer’s Poem, in furnifing him with an Opporconity of 

ing the Scene, and in a great deguee che Subject and. 
Accidents of his Bateels; fo that che following Defcripsions 
of War are totally different froca all the foregoing. He-takes 
care at the firft mention of i¢ to fix in ms a great Idea of this 
Work, by making tht Gods immediately concermd about ir. 
We fee Nepiaue jealous left she Glory of bis own Work, the. 


Walls af Zroy, thould be effaced by it ; and Fupter comfor- 


ting him with a Prophecy that it fall be totally deftroy’d ia. 
a fhort time. Homer was fenfible that as this was ne 
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of his Imagination only, and not founded (like many other 
of his Deferiptions) upon fome Antiquities or ‘Traditions of 
the Country, fo. Pofterity’ might convid& him of a Falfity 
when no Remains of any fuch Wall. fhould be feen on the 


- Coaft. -. Therefore (as “ysffotle obferves) he has: found. this 


way. to elude the.Cenfure of an improbable Fiction : The 
Word. of Fove. was fulfilled, the Hands of the Gods, the 
Force of the Rivers, and the Waves of the Sea:demolifh’d ic. 
In the twelfth Book he digreffes from the Subjeét of his Po- 
em to defcribe the Execution of this Prophecy. . The Verfes 
there are very noble, and :have given the Hint to Milton for 
thofe in.which he accounts, after the fame Poetical manner, 


for the Vanifhing of the-Jerreftrial Paradife, | 


_ nee All] Fountaims of the Deep. 
_ | Broke up, fhall heave the Ocean to ufurp 
_. Beyond all bounds, tll Inundation rife 
1. Above the bighef. Hills: Then: fhall this Mount 
| Of Paradife by Might of Waves be mov'd oy 
. Out of sts place, pufb’d by. the horned. Flood, s. 
Wab all.us Verdure fpold, and Trees adrift, 
Down the. great River to the opening Gulf, 
| And there take root an Ifland falt and bare, 
The Haunt of Seals and Orcs, and Sea-mews clang. 


LI. 


Verse 560. And now the Fleet, ‘&c.] The Verfes from 
hence to the end of the Book afford us the Knowledge of 
fome Points of Hiftory and Antiquity. As that Fa/fon had a 
Son by Hyp/ipyle, who fucceeded his Morher in the Kingdom 
of Lemnos. That the Ifle: of :Lemnos was anciently famous 
for its Wines, ‘and drove a Traffick in them ;. and that coin- 
ed Money was not in ufe in the Time of the 7rojan War, 
but the Trade of Countries carry’d on by Exchange in grofs, 


'Brafs, Oxen, Shaves, &c. I muft not forget the particular 


Term ufed here for Slave,’ dsdedodov ; which is literally the 
fame with our modern word:Footman. = 
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- Verse 572. But Jove averfe, &c.] The Signs by which 
Fupiter here{hews his Wrath againft the Grecsans, are a Pre- 
lude to thofe more open Declarations of his Anger which fol- 
low in the next o- and prepare the Mind of the Reader 
for that Machine, which Eh otherwife feem too bold 
and violent. 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The fecond Battel, and‘the Diftrefs of the Greeds. | 


them with the Pais of Tartarus if they affift either fide : 
Minérva only obtains of hirk that fhe may dire the Greeks 


J: PITER affembles a Council of the Deities, and threatens 


by her” Counfels.” The Armies join Battel ; Jupiter on Mount 


Ida weighs in his Balances the Fates of both, and affrights the 


Greeks with his Thunders and Lightnings. Neftor alone con- 
tinues in the Field im: great Danger ;- Diomed relkeves him ; 


whofe Exploits, and'thofe of Hector, are excellently deferibed. 


Juno endeavours to animate Neptune to the Affifiance of the | 
Greeks, dut in vain. The Abts of Teucer, who is at length 
wounded by Hector and carryd off. Juno-and Minerva pre- 
are to aid the Grecians, but are refirained by Iris, ; ent from 
yas The Night puts an end to the Battel. Weéor keeps 
the Freld (the Greeks being driven to their Fortification before 
the Ships) and gsves Orders to keep the Watch all Night in the 
ray » 40 prevent the Enemy from retmbarking and efcapimg 
by Fight. They kindle Fires through all the Field, and pafs 
the Night under Arms. 
The Time of feven and twenty Days is employed from the 
Opening of the Poem to the End of this Book. ‘The Scene here 
(except of the Celefiial Machines) les in the Field toward the 


—~ Sea Shore. 
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URORA now, fair Daughter of the — 
Sprinkled with rofy Light the dewy Lawn. 
When ‘fove conven’d the Senate of the Skies, 
Where high Olympus’ cloudy Tops arife. — | 
The Sire of Gods his awful Silence broke , og 
The Heav’ns attentive trembled as he fpoke. 
‘Celeftial States, Immortal: Gods ! give ear, 
Hear our Decree, and rev’rence what ye, hear ; a 
The fix’d Decree which not all Heav’nican: move; !.. 
Thou Fate! fulfill it; and ye Pow’rs! approve.::: 10 
What God but enters yon’ forbidden Field, :* 
Who yields Affiftance, or but wills to yield ; 
Q qq Back | 
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- Back to the Skies with Shame he fhall be driv’n, 
Gafh’d with difhoneft Wounds, the Scorn of Heav’n: 

5Or far, oh far from fteep Olympus thrown, 

Low in the dark, Tartarean Gulf fhall groan, 
With burning Chains fix’d to the Brazen F loors, 
And lock’d by Hell’s inexorable Doors : 

As deep beneath th’ Infernal Centre hurl’d, 

10 As from that Centre to th’/Ethereal World. 
Let him who tempts me, dread thofe dire Abodes ; 
And know, th’ Almighty is the God of Gods. 
League all your Forces then, ye Pow’rs above, 
Join all, and try th’ Omnipotence of Fove : 

25 Let down our eolden everlafting Chain, 

Whole ftrong Embrace holds Heav’n, and Earth, and 
Main: oO 

Strive all, of mortal and immortal Birth, — 

To drag, by this, the Thund’rer down to Earth: 

Ye ftrive in vain! If I but -ftretch this Hand, 

30] heave: the Gods, the Ocean, and the Land, 

T fix the Chain to great Olympus’ Height, 

And the vaft World hangs trembling in my Sight! 


For 
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For fuch I reign, unbounded and above; 
And fuch are Men, and Gods, compar’d to foue, | 
Th’ Almighty f{poke, nor durft the Pow’rs reply, 45 
A rev’rend Horror filenc’d all the Sky; 
Trembling they ftood before their Sov’reigin’s Look ; 
At length his Beft-belov’d, the Pow’r of 1/dom, fpoke. 
Oh Firft and Greateft! God by Gods ador'd ! 
We own thy Might, our Father and our Lord! 40 
But ah! permit to pity human State; - 
If not to help, at leaft lament their Fate. | 
From Fields forbidden we fubmifs reframn, 
With Arms unaiding mourn our Argeves-flain; | 
Yet grant my Counfels ftill their Breafts may move, 45. 
Or all muft perith:in the Wrath of Jove. 
The Cloud-compelling God her’Suit approv'd,. . 
And fmil’d. fuperior. on his:Beft-belov’d, . _ - | 
Then call’d his‘Courférs, and -his Chariot took ;'! 
The ftedfaft Firmament beneath them fhook : 
Rapt by th’Athereal Steeds the Chariot roll’d ;. 
Brafs were their Hoofs, their curling Manes of om 
Of Heav’ns undroffy Gold the God’s Array © 


Refulgent, flafh’d intolerable Day. 
High 
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ss High on the Throne. he fhines: His Courfers. fly, - 
Between th’ extended: Earth and: ftarry Sky. 
. But when to Jda’s topmoft Height he came, .. 
(Fair Nurfe of Fountains, and of Savage Game) 
Where o’er- her pointed.Summits. proudly rais’d, 
60 His Fane breath’d Odours, and his Altar blaz’d: 
There, from his radiant Car, the facred Sire — 

Of Gods and Men releas’d the. ‘Steeds’ of Fire : 

Blue ambient: Mifts th’ immortal: Steeds -embrac’d ; 

_ High on the cloudy Point his Seat he.-plac’d. ; 
65Thence his:broad Eye the fubject World furveys, — 
The Town: the Tents, and: navigable Seas. _ 

_ - ‘Now:had the Greczans {natch’d a fhort Repafte, 
And buckled on their fhinirig Arms. with Hafte. © 
Troy row7z'd'as {oor ;. for on this dreadful Day” 

70The Fate df Fathers, Wives; and Infants lay, ; 

The. Gates :unfoldeng ' pour*forth ‘all :théir !Train 5: 

_ Squadrons. on: Squadrons cloud. the.dusky Plain: ¢ — 

Men, Steeds, and Chariots fhake the trembling Ground ; 
~The Tumult ‘thickens,. and: the Skies ‘refound. 7 
7s And now with Shoyts the fhocking Armies clos’d, 

To Lances, Lances, ‘Shields to Shields oppos’d, - 

_ Hot 
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Hott againft Hoft with fhadowy Legions drew, 
The founding Darts in Iron Tempefts flew, 
Victors and Vanquifh’d join promifcuous Cries, 
Triumphant Shouts and dying Groans arife ; 80 
With {treaming Blood. the flipp’ry ‘Fields are dy’d, 
And flaughter’d Heroes fwell the dreadful ‘Tide. 

Long as the Morniag Beams encreafing bright, 
- O’er Heav’ns clear Azure {pread the facred Light; . 
Commutual Death the Fate of War confounds,  % 
“Each adverfe Battel goard with equal Wounds, 
But when the Sun the Height of Heav’n afcends ; 
The Sire of Gods his golden Scales fufpends, 
With equal Hand: In thefe explor’d the Fate 
Of Greece and Troy, anid pois'd the mighty Weight, 90 
Prefs’'d with: its Load the Grecian Balance lies . 
Low funk on Earth, the Troy jan ftrikes the Skies, 
Then Fove from I[da’s Top his Horrors f{preads ; 
The Clouds burft dreadful o’er the Grecian Heads ; 
- Thick Light’nings flath ; the mutt’ring ‘Thunder rolls; 95 
Their Strength he withers, and unmans their Souls. 
Before his Wrath the trembling Hoft retire ; 
The God in Terrors, and the Skies on fire. — 

Rrr Nor 


250 HOMERs ILIAD. - Book VIL 


Nor great Idomeneus that’ Sight could bear, 

100 Nor each. ftern Ajax, Thunderbolts of War: 
Nor He, the King of Men, th’Alarm fuftain’d ; 
Neftor alone amidft the Storm remain’d. 
Unwilling he remain’d, for Paris’ Dart 
Had pierc’d his Courfer in a mortal Part; 9°” 

1o5 Fix’d in the Forehead where she fpringing 5 ae: | 
Curl’d o’er the Brow, it ftung him to the Brain; | 
Mad with his Anguifh, he begins ‘to tear,’ , 
Paw with. his Hoofs aloft, and lafh the Air, i. 
Scarce had his Falchion cut the Reins, and. freed 

110 Th’ incumber’d Chariot from thé dying ‘Steed, 
When dreadful Heéfor, thund’ring’ thro’ the Was, 
Pour’d to the Tumult on his whirling Car. | 
That Day had ftretch’d beneath his matchlefs Hand 
The hoary Monarch of the Pykian Band, 

x15 But Diomed beheld ; from forth the Crowd — 
~ He ruth’d, and’ on Ulyfes call’d aloud. 
Whither, oh whither does: U lyffes run? | 
Oh Flight unworthy great Laertes’ Son! — 
Mix’d with the Vulgar fhall thy Fate be found, 

1:0 Pjere’d in the Back,’ vile, difhoneft Wound? 

| rare ' Oh 
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Oh turn.and fave from Heéfor’s direful Rage 
_ The Glory of the Greeks, the. Pylzau Sage. 
. His fruitlefs Words are loft unheard in Aur 5 


_ Ulyffes feecks the Ships, and: fhelters there. - _ 


But bold 7° ‘ydides ‘to the Refcue goes, 

A‘ fingle Warrior ’midft a Hoft of Foes; 
Before the Courfers with a fudden Spring 
He leap’d, and anxious thus befpoke the King. | 


251 


Ing 


Great Perils, Father! wait th’ unequal F ight ; - 


Thefe younger Champions will opprefs thy Might. 
| Thy Veins no more with ancient Vigour glow, ~ 


- Weak .is thy Servant, and thy Courfers flow. 


23° 


. Then hafte, afcend my Seat, and from the Cat 


Obferve the Steeds of Tres, renown’d in War, 


' Practis’d alike to ‘turn, to ftop, to chace, 
_. To dare the Fight, or urge the rapid Race; 


Thefe late obey’d Aineas’: guiding Rein ; 


Leave thou thy Chariot to our faithful Tyaini 


-. With thefe againft yon’ Trojans will 'we go, 
Nor fhall great Heétor want an equal Foe; | 
Fierce as he is, ev’n He may learn to fear. - 

_. The thirlty Fury of my flying Spear) 


Thus 


135 
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Thus faid the Chief ;. and Neftor, skill’d in War, 
Approves his Counfel, and afcends the Car : 
145 The Steeds he left, their trufty Servants hold; | . 
Eurymedon and Sthenelus the bold. 
- The rev’rend Charioteer directs the Courfe, 
And ftrains his aged Arm to lath the Horfe, 
_ Heétor they face; unknowing how to feay, 
| 1s0Fierce he drove on ; Tydides whirl’d his Spear. - 
The Spear with erring Hafte miftook its way, 
But plung’d in Exiopeus’ Bofom lay. 
His opening Hand in Death forfakes the Rein ; 
The Steeds fly back: He falls, and f{purns the Plain. 
1ssGreat Heétor forrows for his Servant kill, 
Yet unreveng’d permits to prefs the Field; 
Till to fupply his Place and rule* the Car, 
Rofe Archeptolemus, the fierce in War. 
And now had Death and Horror cover’d all; - 
160 Like. tign’rous Flocks the Trojans in their. Wall 
Inclos’d had bled: but ‘fove with awful Sound — 
 Roll’d the big Thunder o’er the vaft. Profound : 
Full in Tydides’ Face the Light’ning flew ; 
The Ground before him flam’d with Sulphur blew ; 
. , '  . The 


ea) a ee 


Boox VIL HOMER's ILIAD. 253 


The quiv’ring Steeds fell proftiate at the Sight; 16; 
And Neftor’s trembling Hand confefs’d his Fright. 
He drop’d the Reins; and fhook with facred Dread, 
Thus, turning, warn’d th’ intrepid Diomed. . 

O Chief! too daring in thy Friend’s Defence, . 
Retire advis'd, and urge the Chariot hence. 17d 
This Day, averfe, the Sov’reign of the Skies 
Affifts great Hedor; and our Palm denies. 
__ Some other Sun may. fee the happier Hour, 
When Greece fhall. conquer by his heav'nly Pow’ re 
Tis not in Man his fix’d Decree to move: 17 
The Great will glory to fubmit to Fove. 

O rev’rend Prince! (T'ydides thus replies) 
Thy Years are awful, and thy. Words are wife: — 
But ah! what Grief? fhould haughty Heétor boaft, 
I fled inglorious to the guarded: Coaft, = i80 
Before that dire Difgrace thall blaft my Fame; 
~ O’erwhelm me Earth arid hide a Warrior’s Shame. 
To whom Gerenian Neftor thus reply’d, | 
Gods! can thy Courage fear the Phrygian’s Pride? 


srr He ther 


254 HOMER: ILIAD. Boox VUE 


185 Hefor may vaunt, but who fhall heed the Boaft >. 
“Not thofe who felt thy Arm, the Dardan Hoft, 
Nor Troy, yet bleeding in her Heroes loft ; 
Not ev’n a Phrygian Dame, who dreads the Sword 
That lay’d in Duft her lov’d, lamented Lord. 
i90He faid; and hafty, o’er the gafping Throng 
Drives the {wift Steeds; the Chariot fmoaks along. 
The Shouts of Trojans thicken in the Wind : 
“The Storm of hiffing Javelins pours behind. 
Then with a Voice that fhakes the folid Skies, 
195 Pleas’d Heéfor braves the Warrior as he flies. — 
Go, mighty Heto! grac’d above the reft 
In Seats of Council and the fumptuous Feaft: 
Now hope no more thofe Honours from thy Train; 
Go, lefs than Woman. in the Form of Man! 
200'To fale our Walls, to wrap our Tow’rs 1n Flames 
To lead in Exile the fair Phrygian Dames, 
Thy once-proud Hopes, prefumptuous Prince! are fled 
This Arm fhall reach thy Heart, and ftretch thee dead. 
Now Fears diffuade him, and now Hopes invite, 
205 To {top his Courfers, and to ftand the Fight ; 


Thrice 
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Thrice turn’d the Chief, and thrice imperial Fove 
‘On Ida’s Summits thunder’d from above. 

Great Heéfor heard ; he faw the flafhing Light, 
(The Sign of Conqueft) and thus urg’d the Fight. 

Hear ev'ry Trojan, Lycian, Dardan Band, = 210 
All fam’d in War, and dreadful hand to hand. 

Be mindful of the Wreaths your Arms have won, 
Your great Forefathers Glories, and your own. _ 
Heard ye the Voice of fove? Succefs and Fame 
Await on Troy, on-Greece eternal Shame. | ang 
In vain they skulk behind their boafted Wall, 
Weak Bulwarks! deftin’d by this Arm to fall. 

High o’er their flighted Trench our Steeds fhall bound, 
And pafs victorious o’er the levell’d Mound. 

Soon as before yon’ hollow Ships we ftand, 220 
Fight each with Flames, and tofs the blazing Brand ; 
Till their proud Navy wrapt in Smoak and Fires, ._ 
All Greece, encompafs’d, in one Blaze expires. 

Furious he faid ; then, bending o’er the Yoke, 
Encourag’d his proud Steeds, while thus he fpoke. 225 
Now Xauthus, ‘thon, Lampus iz urge the Chace, 
And thou, Podargus! prove thy gen’rous Race: 

, Be 
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Be fleet, be fearlefs, this important Day, - 
And all your Matters well-fpent Care repay. 

130For. this, high fed in ‘plenteous Stalls ye ftand, 
Serv’d with pure: Wheat, and by a Princefs’ Hand ; 
For this my Spoufe of great étion’s Line’ 
So oft? has.fteep’d the ftrength’ning Grain in Wine. 
Now fwift purfue, now thunder uncontroll’d ; 
>35 Give me to ferze rich Neffor’s Shield of Gold; 
From Tydeus’ Shoulders. {trip the’ coftly: Load, 
Vulcanian Arms, the Labour of a God: 
Thefe if: we gain, then Victory, ye Pow’rs! 
This Night, this glorious Night; the Fleet is ours. 
a40 ‘That heard, deep Anguith ftung Saturnia’s Soul ; 
She fhook her Throne that thook the ftarry Pole: 
And thus to Neptune : Thou! whofe Force can make 
The ftedfaft Earth from her Foundations fhake, 
See’{t thou the Greeks by Fates-unjuft oppreft, 
245 Nor {wells thy Heart in that immortal Breaft ? 
Yet Age, Helicé, thy Pow’r obey, 
' . And Gifts unceafing on thine Altars lay. — 
~ Would. all the Deities of Greece’ combine, 
In yain the gloomy Thund’rer might repine : 


- Sole | 
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Sole fhould he fit, with’ {carce a God ‘to Friend, 250 
And fee his Trojans to the Shades’ defcend. 

Such be the Scene from his [dean Bow’r ; 
Ungrateful Profpect to the fullen Pow’r!. 

Neptune with Wrath rejects the rafh Defign :. 
What Rage, what Madnefs, furious Queen ! is thine ?255 
I war not with the Higheft. All above. — | 
Submit and tremble at the Hand of.fove. © 

Now Godlike. Heéfor; to. whofe matchlefs Might 
“fove gave the Glory of the deftin’d Fight,. 
Squadrons on Squadrons drives, and fills the Fields . +60 
With clofe-rang’d Chariots,and with thicken’d Shields. 
Where the deep Trench in Length extended lay, — 
Compacted Troops ftand-wedg’d in firm Array, — 
A dreadful Front! they fhake the Bands, and. threat 
With long-deftroying F lames, the hoftile Fleet. 265 
The King of Men, by ‘famo’s felf infpir’d, 
Toil’d thro’ the Tents, and all his Army fir’d, 
Swift as he mov’d: he lifted in his Hand 
His Purple Robé, bright Enfign of Command. 
High on the midmoft Bark the King appear’d ; 270 
There, from U. lyffes’ Deck, his Voice:was heard. 

; Tet 3 To 


258 HOMER'’s ILIAD. Boox VUL 


To Ajax and Achilles: veach’d the Sound, >? 
Whofe diftant Ships the guarded Navy bound, * 
Oh Argives! Shame of human Race ; he cry’d, 
.275(The hollow Veflels to. his Voice reply’d) 
Where now are all our glorious Boafts of yore, 
Our hafty Triumphs on the Lemmian Shore ? 
Each fearlefs Hera dares an hundred. Foes, 
While the Feaft lafts, and while the Goblet flows; © 
280 But who to meet one martial Manis found; 
When the Fight rages, and the Flames furround P. 
Oh mighty ‘ove! oh Sire of the diftrefs’d' 
Was ever King like me, like me opprefs’d ? 
With Pow’r immenfe, with Juftice arm’d in vain ; 
28s My Glory ravifh’d, atid-my People flain! 
To thee my Vows were breath’d from ev'ry Shore ; - 
What Altar fmoak’d not with our Victims Gore? - 
With Fat of Bulls I fed. the conftant Flame, 
And ask’d Deftruction to: the Trojan Name. 
290 Now, gracious God ! far humbler our Demand; - - 
Give thefe at leaft to {cape from Heffor’s Hand, 
And fave the Reliques of the Grecian Land! 


‘Thus 
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T hus pray’d theKing andHeav’ns ereatFather heard 
His Vows, in Bitternefs of Soul preferr’d ; _ 
The Wrath appeas’d, by happy Signs declares, 295 
And gives the People to their Monarch’s Pray’rs. 
His Eagle, facted Bird of Heav’n! he fent, 
A Fawn his Talons trufs’d (divine Portent) © 
High o’er the wond’ring Hofts he foar’d above, . 
Who paid their Vows to Panomphean ‘fové; 300 
Then let the Prey before his Altar fall; 
The Greeks beheld, and Tranfport ferz’d on ally. 
Encourag’d by the Sign, the Troops revive, - 
And fierce on Troy with doubled Fury drive, 
Tydides firft, of all the Grectan Force, . ~_ : cr 
O’er the broad Ditch impell’d his foaming Horfe ; a 
Pierc’d the deep Ranks; their ftrongeft Battel tort } 
And dy’d his Javelin red with Tyojaw Gore; 
Young Agelais (Phradmon was his Sire) © 3 
With flying Courfers fhiin’d his dreadful Tre 310 
Strook thro’ the Back the Phrygian fell oppreft; > 
The Dart drove on, and iffu’d at his Breafti: 
Headlong he quits the Car; his Arms refoiind ; 
His pond’rous Buckler thunders on the Ground. — 

- Forth 
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315 Forth rufh a Tide of Greeks, the Paffage freed ; . 
Th’ Atride firft, th’ Ajaces next. fucceed : : | 
Mertones, like Mars in Arms renown’d, . 

And Godlike [domen, now pafs the Mound ; 
Euemon’s Son next iffues to the Foe, _ 

310 And laft young Teucer with his bended Bow. 
Secure behind the Telamontan Shield — 

The skilful Archer wide furvey’d the Field, 
With ew’ry Shaft. fome hoftile Victim flew, 
Then clofe beneath the fev’nfold Orb withdrew. 

325 The confcious Infant fo, when Fear alarms, 
Retires for Safety to the Mother’s Arms. 

Thus Ajax guards his Brother in the Field, 
Moves as he moves, and turns the flining Shield. - 
Who ‘farft by Teucer’s mortal Arrows bled ? 

330 Orfilochus ; then fell Ormenus dead: 

The Godlike Lycophou next prefs’d the Plain, 

With Chromius, Detor, Opheleftes flain: - 

Bold‘ Hamopion breathlefs funk to Ground ; © 
The bloody Pile great Melantppus. crown’d. 

335 Heaps fell on Heaps, fad Trophies of his Art, 

A Trojan Ghoft attending ev’ry Dart. 
S Great 
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Great Agawiennon views with joyful Kye 
The Ranks grow thinner as his Arrows fly, 
Oh Youth for ever dear! (the Monarch cry’d) 
_ Thus, always thus, thy early Worth be try’d. 34a 
Thy brave Example thall retrieve our Hoft, = 
Thy Country’s Saviour, and thy Father’s Boaft! 
Sprung from an Alien’s Bed thy Sire to grace, 
The ‘vig’rous Offspring of a ftol’n Embrace, : 
Proud of his Boy, he own’d the’ gen’rous Flatiie, 345 
And the brave Son repays his Cares with F am¢, 
~ Now hear a Monarchs Vow : If Heav'ns high Pow’ wi : 
Give me to raze Troy's long-defended Tow’ 3 ; 
Whatever Treafures Greece for me defign,, _ 
The, next: rich Honorary Gift be thine: ©. ago. 
Some golden Tripod, or diftingvith’d Car, 
” With Courfers dreadful in the Ranks of War: 
Or fome fair Captive whom thy Eyes approve - 

Shall recompence the Warrior’s ‘Toils with Love, 
7 To this the Chief : With Praife the teft infpire, 339 
No or urge a Soul already. fill'd with fire. | 

What Strength I have, be now in Rattel try’d, 
| a” ev 9 Shaft in Phrygian Blood be dy’d. 
1 ‘Uuu 2 Sines - 
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— Since rallying from our Wall we forc’d the Foe, 
360 9till aim’d at Heéfor have I bent my Bow; - 
Fight forky | Arrows from this Hand have fied, 
And eight bold Heroes by their Points lie dead: 
But {ure fome God denies. me to deftroy. 
_ This Fury of the Field, this Dog of Troy. 

365 He faid, and twanp’d the String. The Weapon flies 
At Heétor’s ‘Breaft, and fings along the Skies - 
- He mifs’d the Mark ; ; but pierc’d Gorgythio’s Heart, 
And drench’d in Royal Blood the thirfty Dart. 
(Fair Caflianira, Nymph of Form Divine, - 

370 This Offspring added to King Priam’s Line) - 
As full blown Poppies overcharg’d with Rain © 
Declirie the Head; and drooping kifs the Plain; « 
So finks the’ Youth: his beautebus Head, deprefs’d 
Beneath ‘his:Helmet, drops i upon: his: Breatt. 

375 Another Shaft the raging Archer drew ; 
_ That other Shaft: with erring Fury flew, 7 
~. (From ‘Heéor Phebus ‘turn’d the flying rey 
Yet fell not-dry, or ‘euiltlets to the Genes 
Thy Breaft, brave Archeptolemus | I it: tore, . 

380 And Jian ihe its Feathers ity ‘no: vulgar. Gore.. - 

on UE Headlong 
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Headlong he falls; his fudden Fall alarms 
The Steeds that ftartle at his founding Arms. 


- _Heétor with Grief his Charioteer. beheld, 


And ey’d him breathlefs on the fanguin Field. 
-Then bids Cebriones direct the Rein, a 385 
Quits his: bright Car, and iffues on the Plain. 
‘Dreadful he fhouts: from Earth a Stone he took, 
And rufh’d on Teucer with the lifted Rock. 
‘The Youth already ftrain’d the forceful Yew ; nf | 
The Shaft already to his Shoulder drew ; 390 
The Feather in his Hand, juft wing’d for flight, . 
‘Touch’d-where the Neck and hollow Cheft unite: . 
There, where the Juncture knits the Channel Bone, .: . 
The furious Chief difcharg’d the craggy ‘Stone.: 
: The Tendon burft beneath the pondrous. ‘Blow, - 
And his nunib’d Hand difmifs'd his ufelefs Bow. 
He fell: But Ajax his broad Shield difplay’d, ° 


| And fcreen’d his Brother with’ the mighty Shade ; 


. Till. great Alaftor, and Meciftheus, bore 


a The batter’d Archer groaning to the Steves 400 


Troy yet found Grace before th’ Olympzan Sire, 
He _— their on" and.fill’d their Breafts with Fire. 
. The 
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The Greeks, repuls’d, retreat behind their Wall, 
Or in the Trench on Heaps confus’dly’ fall. 

#05 Firft of the Foe great Hefpr march’d along, 
With Terror cloath’d, and more than mortal ftrong: 
As the bold Hound that gives the Lion chace, | 
With beating Bofom, and with eager Pace, 

| Hangs on his Haunch, or faftens on his Heels," 

410 Guards as he turns, and circles as he wheels: | 

Thus oft’ the Grectans turn’d, but fill they flew; - 
Thus following Afedor ftill the hindmoft flew. + : 
When flying they had paft’d the Trench profound, 
And many a Chief. lay gafping on the Ground ;\- 

415 Before the Ships a defp’rate Stand they made, ; aa 
And. fir’d the Treops, and call'd the Gods to aid. - 

Ki ierce ‘on this ratt’ling Chariot Heéttor came ; 
His Kyes like Girgow thot a fanguin Flame 
| That wither'd all theit Haft: Like Mars he ftood, 
po Dige as the Menfter, dreadful as the God !. 
Their {trong Diftrefs the Wife of Forie farvey’d s 
Then penfive thus, to War's trrumphant Maid. 
Ob Daughter of that God, whofe Arm can wield 
Th’ avenging Bolt, and thake:the &ble Shield! 
2 an 3 Now, 


-~— 27 yr «ae ~~ - 
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‘Now. - this Moment of her lait Defpair, oa oe 


Shall wretched Greece no more confefs our Care: 7 
Condemn’d to fuffer the full!Force of Fate, 

And drain the Dregs of Heav’ns relentlefs Hate? | 
Gods! fhall one raging Hand thus level All? 
What Numbers fell! what Numbets yet fhall fall! 430 
What Pow’r Divine fhall Heftor’s Wrath affwage >: 


Still {wells the Slaughter, and flill grows the Rage! _. 


So fpoke th’ imperial Regent of the Skies; . =" .. 


To whom the Goddefs with’ the Azure Eyes, 


Long fince had Heéfor ftain’d thefe Fields with Gote, 435 
Stretch’d by fome Argive on his native Shore: * 
But He above, the Sire of Heay’n withftands, : > — 


. Mocks.our Attempts, and flights our -juft Demands; __ 


The ftubbotn. God, inflexible and\ bard; © - 
Forgets my Service: and’ deferv’d Reward. =. ”: 419 
Sav’d I, for..this, ‘this:Fav’ rite * Son, diftrefs’d, Hea 


| By fkern Euryfthens with Jong Labours’ prefi'd 2 
He bege’d, with Tears. he. bege’d, in deep Difinay; 


I fhot from Heav’n,. and gave his Arm the Day... \ 


- Oh had my: Wifdom knowr this-dire Eventj:.  '/ a45.—_- 


_— to grim Plato’s gloomy Gates he went ; 
‘ Xxx The 
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The Triple Dog had never felt his Chain, 
Nor Styx. been crofs’d, nor Fell explor’d i in vai ni. 
Averfe to me of all his Heav’n of Gods; 
sso At Thetis’ Suit the partial Thund’rer nods. 
To grace her gloomy, fierce, refenting Son, 
My Hopes are fruftrate, and my Greeks undone. 
Some future Day, perhaps he may be mov’d. 
-. To call his blue-ey’d Maid his Beft-bélov’d. 
455Hafte, launch. thy Chariot, thro’ yon’ Ranks to ride ; 
My felf will arm, and thunder at thy fide. 
_ Then: Goddefs ! fay, ‘fliall Heéor glory then, 
(That Terror of the Greeks, that Man of Men) 
When “fuuo’s felf, and Pallas thall appear, 
460 All dreadful in the crimfon Walks of War? 
What miglity Trojan then, on yonder: Shore, > 
+ Expiring, pale, and terrible no more, _ ' 
Shall feaft the Fdwls, and glat'the Dogs.with Gore? - 
She ceaé’d, and funp rein’d: her Steeds with Care ; 
+65 Heav’ns awful Emprefs,: Saturn's other Heir) _ 
Pallas, meanwhile, her various Veil unbound, 
.. With Flow’rs adorn’d, with Art immortal crown 4; 3 


The 
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"The radiant Robe her facred Fingets wove, 
Floats in rich Waves, and fpreads the Court of Fove. 
Her Father’s Arms her mighty Limbs inveft, 479 
~ His Cuirafs blazes'on her ample Breaft. 
The vig’rous Pow’r the trembling Car afcends ; 
Shook by her Arm, the niafly Javelin bends ; | 
_ Huge, pond’rous, ftrong! that when her F ury burtis, 
Proud Tyrants humbles, and whole Hofts o’erturns, 493 
Saturnia lends the Lath; the Courfers fly ; 
Smooth glides the Chariot thro’ the liquid Sky. . 
_ Heay’n-Gates fpontaneous open to the Pow’rs, 
Heav’ns golden Gates, _ Kept. by the winged Hours, 
Commiuffion’d in alternate Watch to ftand, 48 
The Sun’s bright Portals and the Skies command ; 
Clofe, or unfold, th’ Eternal. Gates of Day ; : 
Bar Heav’n with Clouds, or roll thofe Clouds away. 
| The founding Hinges ring, the Clouds divide ; 
Prone down theSteep of Heav’n theirCourfe they gbide, 48} 
| But Save incens‘d from Jda’s Top furvey’d, | 
And. thus: énjoin’d the many-colour’d Maid, | 
_ Thaumantia! mount the Winds; and {top their Car; 
_ Againft the Higheft who hall. wage the War? - 
. : If 
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so lf furious yet they dare the vain. Debate, 
Thus have I fpoke, and what I fpake-is Fate. 
Their Courfers crufh’d' beneath the Wheels thalt lie, _ 
Their Car in Frabments ‘featter’d o’er the Sky a 
” “My Light’ ning thefe Rebellious thal confound, 
49s And hurl them flaming, headlong to the Ground, - 
Condemn’d for ten revolving Years to weep 

. The Wounds imprefs'd by burning Thunder deep. 
‘So fhall: Minerva learn to fear our Ire, 

Nor: dare to combate her’s and Natures’ Sire. | | 
* soo For funo, head{trong and imperious ftill, °° - 
She claims fome Title to tranfgrefs our Will) | 
Swift as the Wind, the various-colour’d ae . 
From Jda’s Top her’ golden ° Wings difplay’d ; 

To great Olympus” fhining Gates fhe flies, 

505 There: meets the Chariot: rufhing down the Skies, 
Reftrains their Progref from the bright Abodes, 
And fpeaks' the Mandate of the Sire of Gods. 

What Frenzy, Goddeffes!' what’ Rage can move ' 
Celeftial Minds to tempt’ the Wrath of Fove 2 - - 

stoDelift, obedient to his high Command; . 

- This is his Word ; and‘know‘his'‘Word thall ftand. . 
bs , His 


Book VUI HOMERs ILIAD. —_ 269 


His Light’ning your Rebellion fhall confound, 
And hurl ye headlong, flaming to the Ground: 
Your Horfes crufh’d beneath the Wheels fhall lie 
Your Car in Fragments fcatter’d o’er the Sky ; sts 
Your felves condemn’d ten rolling Years to weep 
The Wounds imprefs’d by burning Thunder deep. 
So fhall Minerva learn to fear his Ire, | 
Nor dare to combate her’s and Nature’s Sire. 
For uno, headftrong and imperious ftill, 520 
She claims fome Title to tranfgrefs his Will: 
But Thee what defp’rate Infolence has driv’n, _ 
To lift thy Lance againft the Sure of Heav’n ? 
Then mounting on the Pinions of the Wind, — 
She flew ; and ‘uno thus her Rage refign’d. 525 
O Daughter of that God, whofe Arm can wield 
Th’ avenging Bolt, and fhake the dreadful Shield ! 
No more let Beings of fuperior Birth 
Contend with ‘feve for this low Race of Earth: 
Triumphant now, now miferably flain, 530 
They breathe or perifh, as the Fates ordain. 
But ‘Fove’s high Counfels full Effect thall find, | 
And ever conftant, ever rule Mankind. 


Yyy | She 
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Shefpoke, and backward turn’d her Steeds of Light, 
535 Adorn’d with Manes of Gold, and Heav ‘nly bright. 
The Fours unloos’d them, panting as they ftood, : 
And heap ‘d their Mangers with Ambrofial Food, — 
There ty’d, they reft in high Celeftial Stalls ; 
The Chariot propt againft the Cryftal Walls. 
54°The penfive Goddefles, abafh’d, controul’d, 
Mix with the:Gods, and fill their Seats of Gold. 
And now the Thund’rer meditates his F nent 
— From Jda’s Summits to th’ Olympian Height. 
Swifter than Thought the Wheels inftinctive fly, 
545 Flame thro’ the Vaft of Air, and reach the Sky. 
>Twas Neptune’s Charge his Courfers to unbrace, 
And fix the Car on its mmmortal Bafe ; 
There. ftood the Chariot beaming forth its Rays, 
Till: with a fnowy Veil he fcreen’d the Blaze. | 
ssoHe, whofe all-confcious Eyes the World behold, 
Th’ Eternal Thunderer, fate thron’d in Gold. 
High Heav’n the Foot{tool of his Feet he makes, 
And wide beneath him, all Olympus thakes. 
Trembling afar th’ offending Pow’rs appear’d, 
s5sConfus'd and filent, for his Frown they fear’d. 
He 
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He faw their Soul, and thus his Word imparts, — 
Pallas and Funo! fay, why heave your Hearts? 

Soon was your Battel o’er: Proud Toy retir’d . 

Before your Face, and in your Wrath expir’d. - 

But know, whoe'er Almighty Pow’r withftand! — 560 
Unmatch’d our Force, unconquer’d is our Hand: - 
Who fhall the.Sov’reign of the Skies controul > 

Not all the Gods that crown the ftarry Pole: 

Your Hearts fhall tremble, if our Arms we take, 

And each immortal Nerve-with Horror fhake. 565, 
For thus I fpeak, and what I fpeak fhall ftand; 
What Pow’r foe’er provokes our lifted Hand,‘ 

On this our Hill no more fhall hold his Place, - 

Cut off and éxil’d from th’ A‘thereal Race.. — 

‘Juno and Pallas grieving hear the Doom, — 670 
But feaft their Souls. on Lizon’s Woes to come. 
Tho’ fecret Anger {well’d Minerva’s Breaft,. 

The. prudent Goddefs yet her Wrath repreft,: 

But ‘fuao, impotent of Rage, replies. ae 
What haft thou faid,, Oh Tyrant of the Skies! 57s 
Strength and Omnipotence inveft thy Throne; . 
./Tis thine to punith ; ours to grieve alone. 


: - | For 
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For Greece we grieve, abandon’d by her Fate 
To drink, the Dregs of thy unmeafur’d Hate: 
580 From Fields forbidden we fubmifs refrain, 
With Arms unaiding: fee our Argzves flain ; 
Yet grant our Counfels ftill their Breafts may move, 
Left all thould perifh in the Rage of ‘ove. 
The Goddefs thus: and thus the God replies 
585 Who {wells the Clouds, and blackens all the Skies. | 
The, Morning Sun, awak’d by loud Alarms, 
Shall fee th’ Almighty Thunderer in Arms. 
What Heaps of Argzves then fhall load the Plain, 
Thefe radiant Eyes fhall view, and view in vain. 
590 Nor fhall great: Hector ceafe the Rage of Fight, 
The Navy flaming, and thy Greeks in Flight, 
Ev’n till the Day, when certain Fates ordain 
That ftern Achilles (his-Patroclus flain) | 
Shall rife in Vengeance, and lay wafte the Plain. 
sys For fuch 1s Fate, nor can’f{t thou turn its Courfe 
With all thy Rage, with all thy Rebel Force. 
_ Fly, if thou wilt, -to Earth’s remoteft Bound, — 
Where on her utmoft Verge the Seas refound ; 


~ Where 
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Where curs’d I: Jpetus and Saturn dwell, 


Faft by the Brink, within the Steams of Hell ; 08 
No Sun eer gilds the gloomy Horrors there, | 


> No chearful Gales refrefh the lazy Air: . * 


‘There arm once more the bold Titanian Band 
And arm in vain: For what I will, fhall ftand. > 
Now deep in Ocean funk the Lamp of Light, © 60s 
And drew behind the cloudy Veil of Night: = * 
The conqu’ring Trojans mourn his Beams decay’d; 
The Greeks ‘rejoicing blefs the friendly Shade. 
.. The Victors keep the Field ; and Hefor calls +: 
A‘ martial Council near the Navy-Walls: 9 ' ‘to 
Thefe to Scdwander’s Bank apart he'led,. ~ 
‘Where thinly fcatter’d lay the Heaps of Dead. 
Th’ affembled Chiefs, defcending on the. Ground,’ 
Attend’ his. Order, and: their ‘Prince furround, © 
A imaffy Spear he bore of mighty Strength, - © “61s 
-Of full ten Cubits was the Lance’s ‘Length ; 
The Point was Steel, refulgent ‘to behold, 
‘ Fix’d to the Wood with circling Rings of Gold + 
The noble Heffor on this Lancé reclin’d, 
And te, forward, thus reveal’d his Mind. ! 
L2Z Ye 
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— Ye valiant Trojans, with Attention’ hear! | 
Ye Dardan Bands, and: gen’rous Aids give art : 
This Day, we hop’d, would wrap if} cong ‘ring F _ 
- Greece with her Ships, and crown our Tails with Fame: 
65But Darknefs now, to faye the Cowards, falls, — 
And guards them trembling in their wooden Walls. 
Obey the Night, and ufe her peaceful Hours. 
Our Steeds to forage, and refrefh, our Row’rs. 
Strait ftom the Town be Sheep and Oxen fought, 
6c And ftrength’ ningBread,and gen’ ‘rous W ine a 
| Wide o’er the Field, high-blazing to theSky, ~. 
_ Let num’rous Fires the abfent Sun fuppty ; | 
The flaming Piles with plenteous Fuel rails, 7 
Till.the bright Morn‘ her ‘purple Beam difplays:. - 
635 Left in the Silence and the ‘Shades of'Night, >. — 
Greece.on her fable Ships attempt her — = 
_ Not unmolefted let :the Wretchs gain.” 
Their Jofty Decks, and fafely cleave’ tlie Mam; 
Some hoftile Wound ‘let ev ry Dart beftow, - 
40 Sothe lafting Token of the Phrygian Foe, °° - 
Wounds, that long hence may ask their Spoufes Care, 
.. And warn their Children from a Trojan War. - 
— % eae a Now 
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Now thro” ‘the Cirewit of our Mian Wall, 

_ Let’ facred Heralds. found the folemn Call ; 

‘To bid the Sires with hoary Honours crown’d, — 64s 
And beardlefs Youths, the Battlements furround. 

_* Firm be the Guard, while diftant lie our Pow’rs, 

_ And let the Matrons hang with Lights the Tow’rs: . 
Left under Covert of the Midnight Shade, oo, 
Th’ infidious Foe the naked Town invade) $53 
Suffice, to Night, thefe Orders to abey; 5 8 
A nobler Charge fhall rowze the dawning Day. 
The Gods, ‘I truft, ‘hall give to Heétor’s Hand if. 
From thefe detefted Foes to free the Land, eA 
Who plow’d,. with ‘Fates averfe, the wat’ i way 465 ee 
For Trejaa Vulturs. a predeftin’d Prey, : 
_ Our common ‘Safety: mult be now’ the Care: i 

— But foon as. Morning paints the Fields of Air, 
Sheath’d i m bright Arms let ev’ry Troop- engage, 
_ And-the fir’d Fleet behold “the Battel rage. + 6 

+ Then, then thall Hedor and Tydides prove, 43 
Whofe F ates, are heavielt in‘ the Seale of Fave, 
To Morrow’s: Light (oh. hafte the glorious: Marn ”) a 
Shall fee hisyblagdy Spoils 1 in Triumph, bern,’ | 
? | With 


(de 


gw 
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6s With this keen Javelin fhall his Breaft be gor’d, 
And proftrate Heroes bleed around their Lord. « 
Certain as this, oh might my Days endure, 
From Age inglorious and black Death fecure ; | 
So might my Life and. Glory know no bound, 

-o Like Pallas worthip’d, like the Sun renown ‘d; 

As the next Dawn, the laft they fhall enjoy, _ 

Shall cruth the Greeks, and end the Woes of ‘77 ray. 

The Leader fpoke: From all his Hofts around © 

Shouts of Applanfe along the Shores refound. _ 
675 Each’ from ‘the Yoke the fmoaking Steeds unty’d, * 
_ And fix’d their Headftalls to his Chariot-fide. 

' Fat Sheep and Oxen. from the Town are led, 

With gen’rous-Wine, ‘and ali-fuftaining Bread. 

Full Hecatombs lay burning on the Shore ; 

680 The Winds to Heav’n the curlirig Vapours hore. 
Ungrateful Off’ring to th’ immortal Pow’ rs, | 
Whofe Wrath hung heavy o’er the Trojan Tow’is;. 
Nor Priam, nor his Sons obtain’d their Grace ; 
Proud ‘Troy they hated; and her: guilty Race. : 

685 The Troops exulting fate in order round, © 
And béaming Fires illumin’d all the Ground.’ - 
i 2 ee As 
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As when the Moon, refulgent Lamp of Night! 


O’er Heav’ns clear Azure fheds her facred Light, 


When not a Breath ‘difturbs the deep Serene ; 
And not a Cloud o’ercafts the folemn Scene ; 
Around her Throne the vivid Planets roll, 
And Stars unnumber’d gild the glowing Pole, 
O’er the dark Trees a yellower Verdure fhed, 
And tip with Silver ev'ry Mountain’s Head ; 


Then fhine the Vales, the Rocks in Profpect rife, 


A Flood of Glory burtfts from all the Skies : 
The confcious Swains, rejoicing in the Sight, 
Eye the blue Vault, and blefs the ufeful Light. 

So many Flames before proud Ilion blaze, 

And lighten glimm’ring Xanthus with their Rays, 
The long Reflections of the diftant Fires 
Gleam on the Walls, and tremble on the Spires. 
A thoufand Piles the dusky Horrors. gild, 

And fhoot a fhady Luftre o’er the F eld. 

Full fifty Guards each flaming Pile attend, 
Whofe umber’d Arms, by fits, thick Flafhes fend. 
Loud neigh the Courfers o’er their Heaps of Corn, 
And ardent Warriors wait the rifing Morn. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
EIGHTH BOOK. 


. OMER, like moft of the Greeks, is thought to 
| have travell’d into Aigypt, and. brought from the 

Priefts there not only their Learning, but cheir 
| - manner of conveying it in Fables and Hiero- 
glyphicks. This is neceffary to. be confider’d by thofe 
who would thoroughly penetrate into the Beauty and De- 
fign of many Parts of this Author. For whoever refleas 
that this was the Mode of Learning in thofe Times, will 
make no doubt but. there are feyeral . Myfteries both 
of ‘Natural -and Moral Philofophy involv’d in his Fi@i- 
ons, which otherwife in the literal Meaning appear too tri- 
vial or irrational ; and it is but juft, when thefe are not plain 
or immediately intelligible, to imagine that fomething of this 
kind may be hid under them. Neverthelefs, as Homer tra- 
vell'd not with a dire View of writing Philofophy or Theo- 
logy, fo he might often. ufe thefe Hieroglyphical Fables and 
‘Traditions. as Embellifhments of his Poetry only, without 
taking the Pains to open their myftical Meaning to his Rea- 
ders, and perhaps without diving very deeply into it himfelf . 


re | co 


; ‘Vers B25. ‘Let down our golden: everlafting Chain.) The 
various Opinions of the Ancients concerning this Paflage are 
ce 3 Bbbb —, collected 
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collected by Exftathius. — fays, Lf be holds this Chain 


ods 1s unable to draw him down, 


caufe. the whole Univerfe to hang unabdsve. Some think that 
Jupuer fignifies the “ther, the golden Chain the Sw : Of 
the Ather did not temper the Rays of the Sun as they pafs 
thro’ it, his Beams would not only drink up and exhale the 
Ocean in Vapours, but al{o: exhale the Moifture from the 
Veins of the Earth, which is the Cement that holds jt toge- 
ther; by which means the whole Creation would become un- 
active, and all its Powers be fufpended. 

Others affirm, that by this golden Chain may be meant 
the Days of the World’s Duration, hutouc adves, which are 
as it were painted by the Luftre of the Sun, and follow one 
another in a fucceffive Chain till they arrive at their final Pe- 
fiod: While Jupiter or the ther (which the Ancients call’d 
the Soul of all Things) il remains unchangoed, | : 

Plato in his Theatetus fays that by this golden Chain is 
meant the Sun, whofe Rays’ énliven ali Nature-and ‘cement | 
the Parts of the Univerfe, | a = 
The Storcks will have it thar by Jupiter is implied Defti- 
ny, which over-rules every thing bor upon, and above the 
Fath 9 ¢ =o a : = 


that the Sceptre ought to be fway’d by one Hand, and that 
all che Wheels of Government fhould be put in Motion by 
one Perfon, © = z 7 33 

But I fancy a much better Interpretation may be found for 
this, ‘if we allow (as there is: great Reafon to believe) that 
the Aeyptians underftood the true Syftem of the World, and 


Quilty fixes it to the Sa2; {9 that I think it will be no ftrained 
Interpretation to fay, that by the Inability of the Gods to 
pull Fuprer out of his Place with this Catena, may be un- 
a = Fs derftood 


Ce SS ee en 
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derftood the fuperior attractive Force of the Sun, whereby 


he continues unmoved, and draws all the reft of the Planets 


toward him. 


TL 

Verse 16. Low tm the dark Tartarean Gulf, &c.| This 
Opinion of 7artarus, the Place of Torture for the Impious 
after Death, might alfo be taken from the Zgyptrans : for it 
feems not improbable, as fome Writers have obferved, that 
fome Tradition might then be fpread in the Eaftern Parts of 
the World, of the Fall of the Angels, the Punifhment of the 
Damned, and other facred Truths which were afterwards more 
fully explain’d and taught by the Prophets and Apoftles. 
Thefe Homer feems to alludé to in this and other Paffages ; 
as where Vulcan is {aid to be precipitated from Heaven in the 
firft Book, where Zapiter threatens Mars with Tartarus in the 


28 3 


fifth, and where the Demon of Difcord is caft out of Heaven - 


in the nineteenth. Vrgél has tranflated a part of thefe Lines 
into the fixth Aneid. | Ae Am 


--------Tam Tartarus ple 
Bis patet in praceps tantum, tenditque fub umbras, 
| Quantus ad athereum colt fufpetius Obmpum, 


And Milton in his firft Book, ~ = © = oe 


Ms far remov'd from God and Light of Heav'n, 

As from the Centre thrice to th’ utmoft Pole. 
Tt may not be unpleafing juft to obferve the Gradation in 
thefe three great Poets, as if hey had vied with each other, 
in extending this [dea of the Depth of Hell. Homer fays 
as far, Virged twice as far, Miltow thrice... 0 


: Me ee bat 
VERSE 35. Tb Almighty Jpoke.] Horer in this whale Pat. 
fage plainly thews his Belief of one fupreme, omnipotent 
| ) _ God, 
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God, ‘whom he introduces with a Majefty and Superiority 
worthy. the great Ruler of the Univerfe. | Accordingly 
Fuftin Martyr cites it as a Proof of our Author’s attributing 
the Power and Government of all things to one Firft God, 
whofe Divinity is fo far fuperior to all other Deities, that if 
compared to him they may be rank’d among Mortals. 4d@- 
mon. dd Gentes. Upon this Account, and with the Autho- 
rity of' that learned Father, I have ventur’d to. apply to Fu- 
piter. in, this Place fuch Appellatives as are fuitable to the fu- 
premé. Deity: a Practice 1 would be catitious of ufing in ma- 


“ny others: where the Notions and Defcriptions of our Author 


mhuft be own’d to be unworthy of the. Divinity. 
V. 


Verse 39. O firft and greateft / &c.] Homer is not only 
to be admir’d for keepjng up the Characters of his Heroes, 
but for adapting .his Speeches to the Characters of his Gods. 
Had Juno here given the Reply, fhe would have begun with 
fome Mark of Refentment, but Pallas is all Submiffion ; Fx- 
no would probably have contradicted him, bur Pallas only 
begs leave to be forry for thofe whom fhe muft nor affitt ; 
Juno would have-fpoken with the Prerogative of a Wife, bur 
Pallas makes her Addrefs with the Oblequioufnels of a pru- 
dent Daughter. Euflathius. — a, ag 


Verse 70. for on this dreadful Day. The Fate of Fathers, 


‘Wwes, and Infants lay.| \t may be nieceffary to explain why 


‘the 7rojans thought themfebves obliged to fight in order to 
deferid their Wives’ and Children. Oné would think they 
might have kept within their Walls, the Greczazs made no 
Attempt to batter them, neither were they invefted; and 
the Country was open on all. fides except towards the Sea, to 
give them Provifions. The moft natural thought is, that 
they-atd their Auxiliaties being very numerous, could! not fub- 


‘GR but from.a large Country about them; and -perhaps not 
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without the Sea, and the Rivers, where the Greeks encamp’d: 
That in time the Greegs would have furrounded them, and 
block’d up every Avenue to their Town: That they thought 
themfelves obliged to defend the Country with all the Inha- 
bitants of it; and that indeed at firft this was rather a War 
between two Nations, and became not properly a Siege till 
afterwards. | 


VI. 


Verse zr. The Gates unfolding, &c.| There is a wonder- 
ful Sublimity in thefe Lines ; one fees in the Defcription the 


Gates of a warlike City thrown open, and an Army pouring 


forth ; and one hears the Trampling of Men and Horfes 
rufhing to the Battel. | | | | 
Thefe Verfes are, as Exuffathius obferves, only a Repetition 
of a former Paffage, which fhews that the Poet was particu- 
larly pleas’d with them, and that he was not afhamed of a 
Repetition when he could not exprefs the fame Image more 


happily than he had already done. - 


| VII. } 
Verse 84. The facred Light.| Homer defcribing the Ad- 


vance of the Day from Morning till Noon, calls it tegév, or 
facred, fays Eujtathius, who gives this Reafon for it, becaufe 
that Part of the Day was allotted to Sacrifice and religious 
Worthip. 3 


IX. 


Verse 88. The Sire of Gods his golden Scales fufpends.} 
This Figure reprefenting God as weighing the Deftinies of 
Men in his Balances, was firft made ufe of in holy Writ. In 
the Book of Fob, which is acknowledg’d to be one of the moft 
ancient of all the Scriptures, he prays to be weighed im an 
even Balance, that God may know his Integrity. Daniel de- 
clares from God to Bel/hazzar, thou art weighed in the Ba- 
lances, and found light. And Proverbs, Ch.16,W.11. Ajuf 

Ccce Weight 
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Weight and Balance are the Lords. Our Author has it again 
in the twenty fecond Iliad, and it appear’d fo beautiful to fuc- 
ceeding’ Poets, that A/chylus (as we are told by Plutarch de 
aud. Poetis) writ a whole Tragedy upon this Foundation, 
whick he called Pfychofafia, or the we:ghing of Souls. In 
this he introduced Thetrs and Aurora ftanding on either fide 
of Fupiter’s Scales, and praying each for her Son while the 
Heroes fought. 


Kal tore on ypuoeia malie etitawe taAay|a, 
Ey BP érber do xijce taynasyeog Cavaroio, 
- "Bane 0& uéooa raBaly: fémre D"EX)og0g dicimoy jude. 


‘Ie has ‘been copied by Virgil in the laft Encid 


' -Fupiter ipfe duas equato examine lances 
Suftinet, & fata imponit deverfa duorum: 
Quem damnet labor, & quo vergat pondere lethum. 


I cannot agree with Madam Dacier that thefe Verfes are in- 
ferior to Homer’s ; but Macrobius obferves with fome Colour, 
that the Application of them is not fo juft as in our Author ; 
for Virgil had made Funo fay before, that Zurnus would cer- 
tainly perifh, = 


Nance. Javenem imparibus video concurrere Fatts, 
| Parcarumaue dees 1s inimica propinguat. 
Par que © wes + proping 


So that there was lefs reafon for weighing his Fate with that 
of AEneas after that Declaration. Scaliger trifles miferably 
when he fays Juno might have learn’d this from the Fates, 
tho’ Jupiter did not know it, before he confulted them by 
weighing the Scales. But Macrobius’s Excufe in behalf of Vir-~ 
gil is much better worth regard: I fhall tranfcribe it entire, 
as it is perhaps the fineft Period in all that Author. //ee > 
ala ignofcenda Vergilio, qui fiudu circa Homerum nimetate 
excedst modum. Ez revera non poterat non im aliguibus minor 
videri, qui per omnem poéfim fuam hoc uno ef pracipue ufus 
Archetypo, Aeriter enim in Homerum oculos intendit, . anu= 

3 | aretur 
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laretur ejus non modo magnitudinem fed & fimpliitatem, & 
prafentiam orattonts, & tacitam maefiatem. Hinc diverfarum 
inter Heroas fuos perfonarum varia magnificatio, hinc Deorum 
interpofitto, binc autoritas fabulofa, bine affettuum naturalium 
expreffio, hinc monumentorum perfecutio, binc parabolarum ex- 
aggeratto, binc torrentis oratsonts fouttus, hinc rerum fingula- 
rum cum fplendore faftigium. Sat. Ll. 5. c. 13. 

As to the Afcent or Defcent of the Scales, Euffathzus ex- 
plains it in this manner. The Defcent of the Scale toward 
Earth fignifies Unhappinefs and Death, the Earth being the 
Place of Misfortune and Mortality ; the Mounting of it fig- 
nifies Profperity and Life, the fuperior Regions being the Seats 
of Felicity and Immortality. 

Mikon has admirably improved upon this fine Fiction, and 
with an Alteration agreeable to a Chriftian Poet. He feigns 
that the Almighty weighed Satan in {uch Scales, but judici- 
oufly makes this difference, that the Mounting of his Scale 
denoted ill Succefs ; whereas the fame Circumftance in Homer 
points the Victory. His Reafon was, becaufe Satan was im- 
mortal, and therefore the finking of his Scale could not fig- 
nify Death, but the mounting of it did his Leghrne/s, con- 
formable to the Expreflion we juft now cited from Dantel. 


Th’ Eternal to prevent fuch horrid Fray 

Hung firth in Heav’n his golden Scales, yet feen 
Between Altrza and the Scorpion Sign: 

Wherewm all things created firft he weigh’d, 

The pendulous round Earth, with balancd “tr, 

In counterporfe ; now ponders all Events, 

Battels and Realms: In thefe he put two Weights, 
The Sequel each of Parting and of Fight ; 

The latter quick up-flew, and kickd the Beam. 


I believe upon the whole this may with Juftice be preferr’d 
both to Homer’s and Virgil’s, on account of the beautiful Al- 
lufion to the Sign of Libra in the Heavens, and that noble 
Imagination of the Maker’s weighing the whole World at the 
Creation, and all the Events of it fince; fo correfpondent at 
once to Philofophy, and to the Style of the Scriptures. | 

xX 
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X. 


Verse 93. Then Jove from \da’s Top, &c.] This Diftrefs 
of the Greeks being fuppos’d, ‘Fupiter’s Prefence was abfo- 
lutely neceffary to bring them into it: for the inferior Gods 
that were friendly to Greece were rather more in Number and 
fuperior in Force to thofe that favour’d Troy; and the Poet 
had fhew’d before, when both Armies were left to themfelves, 
that the Greeks could overcome the Trojans ; befides it would 
have been an indelible Reflection upon his Countrymen to 
have been vanquifh’d by a {maller Number. Therefore no- 
thing lefs than the immediate Interpofition of upser was re- 
guifite, which fhews the wonderful Addrefs of the Poet in his 
Machinery. V/srgil makes Turnus fay in the laft Aneid, 


------Dii me terrent & fupiter hoftss. 
And indeed this Defeat of the Greeks feems more to their 
Glory than all their Victories, fince even Fupiter’s Omnipo- 
tence could with difficulty effect it. | | 


XI. 


Verse 95. Thick Lightnings flafb.| This Notion of Fu- 
piter’s declaring againft the Greeks by Thunder and Lightning, 


is drawn (fays Dacser) from Truth itfelf. Sam. 1. Ch. 7. 


And as Samuel was offering up the Burnt-offering, the Phili- 
{tines drew near to Battel again Mrael: But the Lord thun- 
derd with a great Thunder on that Day upon the Philiftines, 
and difcomfited them, and they were {mitten before \rael. To 
which may be added that in the 18th Pfalm. The Lord 
thunder'd in the Heavens, and the Higheft gave his Voice ; 
Hailjiones and Coals of Fire. Yea, he fent out his Arrows 
and fcatier’'d them ; he fhot out Lightnings and difcomfited 
them. | 
Upon occafion of the various Succeffes given by Fupzer, 
now to Grecians, now to 7rojans,- whom he fuffers to perith 
interchangeably ; fome have fancy’d this Suppofition injurious 
to 


See ee ee 
- ae 


the Etcutu Book. 


to the Nature of the Sovereign Being, as reprefenting hit 
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variable or inconftant in his Rewards and Punifhments. [é — 


may be anfwer’d, that as God makes ufe of fome People to 
chaftife others, and none are totally void of Crimes, he often 
decrees to punifh thofe very Perfons for leffer Sins, whom he 


- makes his Inftruments to punifh others for greater: fo pur- 
ing them from their own Iniquities before they become wor-._- 


thy to be Chaftifers of other Men’s, ‘This is the Cafe of the 


Greeks here, whom Fupiter permits to fuffer many ways, tho’ 


he had deftin’d them to revenge the Rape of He/ex upon 
Troy. There is a Hiftory in the Bible juft of this Nature. In 
the zor Chapter of Judges, the d/raeltes are commanded to 
make War-againft the Tribe of Bexjamm, to punifh a Rape 
on the Wife of a Levste committed in the City of Grbeab: 
When they have laid Siege to the Place, the-Bexjamites {al= 


jy upon them with fo much Vigour, that a great Number of 


the Befiegers are deftroy’d; they are aftonith’d at thefe De= 
feats, as having undertaken the Siege in Obedience to the 
Command of God: But they are ftill order’d to perfift, till 
at length they burn the City, and almoft palate the Race 
of Benjamm. There are many Inftances in Scripture, where 


Repentance or Relapfes of Men: Hezechsas is order’d to pre- 
pare for Death, and afterwards fifteen Y ears aré added to his Life t 


It is foretold to Achab that he fhall perifh miferably, and then 


upon his Humiliation God defers the Punifhment till the Reign 


- of his Succeffor, &'c. | | 

- YT muft confefs, that in comparing Paflages of the facred 
‘Books with our Author one ought to ufe a great deal of Cau- 
tion and Refpect. If there are forne Places ih Scripture that 


in Compliance to human Underltanding reprefent the Deity 
as acting by Motives like thofe of Men; there are infinitely 
more that fhew him as he is, all Perfection, Juftice, and Be- 
neficence ; whereas in Homer the general Tenor of the Po= 
em reprefents Fupster as a Being fubje@ to Paffion, Inequa= 
liry, and Imperfection. .¥ think M. Dacier has carry’d thefé 
Comparifons too far, and is too zealous to defend him upon 
every occafion in the Points of Theology and Doétrine. 


Dddd -_ © XII, 


Heaven is reprefented to change its Decrees according to the’ _ 


fe 
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XI. 


Verse 115. But Diomed beheld.) ‘The. whole following ° 
Story of Neffor and Diomed is admirably contriv’d to vaife 

the Charaéter of the latter. He maintains his Intrepidity, ~ 
and ventures fingly to bring off the old Hero, notwithftan- 

ding the general Confternation. The Art of Homer will ap- . 
pear wonderful to any one who confiders all the Circumftan- 
ces of this Part, and by what degrees he reconciles this Flight 
of Diomed to that undaunted Character. The Thunderbolt 
falls juft before him ; that is not enough; Neffor advifes him 
to fubmit to Heaven ; this does not prevail, he cannot bear 
the Thoughts of Flight: Me/for drives back the Chariot with- 
out his Confent; he is again inclined to go on till Fupuer 
again declares againft him. Thefe two Heroes are very art- 
fully placed together, becanufe none but a Perfon of Ne/for’s 
Authority and Wifdom could have prevailed upon Diomed to 


_ retreat: A younget Warrior could not fo well in Honour have 


given him fuch: Counfel, and from no other would he have 
taken it. To caufe Diomed to fly, required both the Counfel 


‘of Neftor, and the Thunder of Jupster. 


xR + 


; VERSE 121. Of turn aid fave, &c.|] There - a Decora 
in making Diomed call UAjJes to the Affiftance of his Bro- 
ther Sage; for who better knew the Importance of Neffor, 


than Usy/fes ? But the Queftion is, whether Uses did noe. 


drop iVe/for as one great Minifter would do another, and fan- 
cy’d He fhould be the wife Man when the other was, gone ? 
Euftathius indeed is of Opinion that Homer meant not to caft 
any Afperfion on Usy/fes, nor would have given him fo many 
noble Appellations when in the fame Breath he reflected up- 
on his Courage.. But perhaps the contrary Opinion may not 
be ill grounded if we obferve the manner of Homer’s Expref- 


fiort. ..Diomed calld Ubyffes, but Ulyffes was deaf, he did sot 
hear; and whereas ‘the Poet fays of the reft, that they bad 
| * — ee not 


wu - 


P 


in Ajax’s Mouth, Metam. 13. drawn from this Paflage, which’. 
would have been improper had not Usy/fes made more {peed 
than he ought; fince 4yax on the fame occafion retreated as * 


the -Ercutu Boox.: 
nagyitev, to make violent Haffe towards the Navy. 


Ovid at leaft- underftood it thus, for he he an Objeétion 


well as he. 


XIV. 


- Verse 142. The thirfty Fury of my flying Spear.) Homer 
has Figures of that Boldnefs which it is impoffible to ‘pre- . 
ferve in another Language. The Words’in the Original are / 
Adeu maivélu, Hector /hall fee tf my Spear ss mad in my Hands. | 
The Tranflation pretends only to have taken fome Shadow ° 


—  20Lr- 
not the Hardine/i to ftay, Ulyffes is not only faid to Py, but © ° 


/® 


of this, in animating the Spear, giving: it Fury, and ftrength- 


ning the Figure with the Epithet shir/ty. 


XV. 


_ VERSE 59. And now had Death, &c.| Enftathius obferves 


how wonderfully Homer ftill advances the Chara@ter of Dsomed: 
when all the Leaders of Greece were retreated, the Poet fays 
that had not Fupser interpofed, Dsomed alone had driven 


Hand have vanquifh’d an Army. 


the whole Army of 7roy to their Walls, and with his fingle 


XVI. 


F VERSE 164. The Ground before him flam’d.| Here is a 


Battel defcrib’d with fo much Fire, that the warmeft Imagi- 


nation of an able Painter cannot add a Circumitancg to heigh- 


ten the Surprize or Horror of the Picture. Here is what they 


call the Fracas, or Hurry, and Tumult of the Action in the 


utmof{t Strength of Colouring, upon the Foreground ; and 


the Repofe or Solemnity at a diftance, with great Propriety 


and Judgment. Firft, in the Elosgnement, we behold Jupi- 
ter in golden Armour, furraunded with Glory, upon, the Sum- 
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, 


> 


| 
fit of Mount Jda; his Chariot and Horfs by.him, wrapt 
in dark Clouds. In the next Place below rhe Horizon, ap- 

ear the Clouds rolling and opening, thro’ which the Light- 


_ inp flafhes in the Face of the Greeks, who are flying on all 


fides ; Agamemnon and the reft of the Commanders in the 


Rear, in Poftures of Aftonifhment. ' Towards the middle of 
the Piece, we fee Neffor in the utmoft Diftrefs, one of his 


- Horfes having a deadly Wound in the Forehead with a Dart, _ 
which: makes him rear and writhe, and diforder the reft. 


Neffor is cutting the Harnefs with his Sword, while. He‘for 
advances driving full {peed. Dzomed interpofes, in an Action 


. of the utmoft Fiergenefs and Intrepidity: Thefe two Heroes 


make the principal Figures and Subject of the Pi@ture. A 


: burning Thunderbolt falls juft before the Feet of Diomed’s 


_ «Horfes, from whence a horrid Flame of Sulphur arifes. 


This is only a Specimen of a fingle PiGure defign’d by Ho- 


’ mer out of the many with which he has beautified the Iliad. 


And indeed every thing is fo natural and fo lively, that the 


' Hiftory-Painter would generally have no more to do but to 


- delincate the Forms, and copy the Circumftances juft as he 
. finds them defcribed by this great Mafter. We cannotsthere- 


fore wonder at what has been fo often faid of Homer’s furpith- 
ing Ideas to the’ moft famous Painters of Antiquity. _ 


VE 


| Verse 194. The fold Skies.) Homer fometimes calls the 


by thofe who never read Homer, ° 


Heavens Brazen, Oveavev rordyarnoy, and "Jupiter's Palace, xea- 


xoBdlée &.. One might think from hence that the Notion of 
the Solidsty of the Heavens, which is indeed very ancient, had 


been generally receiv’d. The Scripture ufes Expreffions a- 


greeable to it, 4 Heaven of Brafi, and the Fermament. 


* xvi. 

“Verse 214. Heard ye the Voice of Jove ?] It was a noble 
and effectual manner o ager: the Troops, by telling 
them. that God was furely on thgir fide: This, it feems, has 
been an ancient Practice, as it has been ufed in modern Times 


XIX, | 


eo : 


- the Eicutu Book. 


XIX. 


Verse 226. Now Xanthus, thon, &c.] There have 
been thofe who blame this manner introduced by Homer and 
copied by Vsrgtl, of making a Hero addrefs his Difcourfe to 
his Horfes. /rgs/ has given human Sentiments to the Horfe 
of Pallas, and made him weep for the Death of his Matter. 
In the tenth £neid Mezentius {peaks to his Horfe in the 
fame manner as Heéfor does here. Nay, he makes Turuus 


utter a Speech to his Spear, and invoke it as aDivinity. All © 


this is agreeable to the Art of Oratory, which makes it a 
Precept to a to every thing, and make every thing {peak ; 


of which there are innumerable applauded Inftances in the 
- moft celebrated Orators. Nothing can be more {pirited and 


affecting than this Enthufiafm of Heéfor, who, in the Tranf- 
ee of his Joy at the Sight of Dzomed flying before him, 
reaks out into this Apoftrophe to his Horfes, as he is pur- 


fuing. And indeed the Air of this whole _— is agreeable 
$ 


to a Man drunk with the Hopes of Succefs, and promifing 
himfelf a Series of Conquefts. He has:in Imagination alrea- 
dy forced the Grecsan Retrenchments, fet the Fleet in Flames, 
and deftroyed the whole Army. 


XX, 


VERSE 231. For this my Sponfe.) There is (fays M. Da- 


crer) a fecret fia in this. Paflage, which perhaps will on- 
ly be ‘saiaiaibe by thofe who are particularly vers’d in Homer. 


He defcribes a Princefs fo tender in her Love to her Husband, 
that fhe takes care conftantly to p° and meet him at his Re- 
e 


Joy of feeing him again, 


turn from every Battel, and int 


runs to his Horfes, and gives them Bread and Wine as a Te-: 


ftimony of her Acknowledgment to them for bringing him 
back. Notwithftanding the Raillery that may be paft upon 


“this Remark, I take a Lady to be the beft Judge to what | 


Actions a Woman may be carry’d by Fondnefs to her Husband. 
Ffomer dees not exprefly mention Bread, but Wheat; and 
the Commentatoss are not agreed whether fhe gave them 
oe ‘ a Eeee Wine 


& 
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Wine to drink, or fteep’d the Grain in it. Hobbes tranflates 
it as I do. | — a | 
XX. 


Verse 237. Vulcanian Ams, the Labour of a God.| Thefe 
were the Arms that Dzomed had received from Giaucus, and 
a Prize worthy Hetfor, being (as we were told in the fixth 


- Book) entirely of Gold. I do not remember any other Place 
where the Shield of Neffor is celebrated by Homer, 


XXH. 


VERSE 245. Yet gz, Helice.| Thefe were two Cities of 
Greece in which Neptune was particularly honoured, and in - 
each of which there was a Temple and Statue of him. 


_ XXII. 


Verse 262. Where the deep nw That is to fay, the 
Space betwixt the Ditch and the Wall was filled with the 
Men and Chariots of the Greeks. Heétor not having yet paft 
the Ditch. aftathis. 7 : 


XXIV. 


— Verse 269. His Purple Robe.} Agamemnon here addrefles 
himfelf to the Eyes of the Army; his Voice might have been 
loft in the Confufion of a Retreat, but the Motion of this 
purple Robe could not fail of attracting the Regards of the 
Soldiers. His Speech alfo is very remarkable; he firft endea- 
vours to fhame them into Courage, and then begs of Fupiter 
to give that Courage Succefs ; at leaft fo far as not to fife 
the whole Army to be deftroyed. Exftathis. 


XXV. 


VERSE 270. High on the midmoft Bark, &c.] We learn 
from hence the Situation of the Ships of U/y/es, Achilles, and. 


3 Ajax. 


e 


v 


the Ercutu Book, 


Ajax. The two latter —- the ftrongeft Heroes of the Ar- 
my, were placed to defend either end of the Fleet as moft 
obnoxious to the Incurfions or Surprizes of the Enemy; and 
Ulyffes being the ableft Head, was allotted the middle Place, 


as more fafe and convenient for the Council, and that he 


might be the nearer if any Emergency required his Advice, — 


Euftathius, Spondanus. 
| XXXVI. 


VERSE 293. Thus prayd the King, and Heav'ns great Fa- 
ther beard.| \t is to be obferv’d in general, that Homer hard- 
ly ever makes his Heroes fucceed, unlefs they have firft of- 
fer’d a Prayer to Heaven. Whether they engage in War, go 
upon an Embafly, undertake a Voyage; in a word, whatever 


they enterprize, they almoft always fupplicate fome God ; and 


whenever we find this omitted, we may expe fome Advet- 
firy to befall them in the Courfe of the Story. ~ _ 


XXVIII." 
Verse 297. The Eagle, facred Bird!| Jupiter upon the 


Prayers of Agamemnon {ends an Omen to encourage the Greeks. 


_ "The Application of it is obvious : The -_ fipnified Heéor, 


the Fawn denoted the Fear and Flight of the Greeks, and bee 
ing drop’d at the Altar of fupiter, thew’d that they would be 
faved by the Prote@tion of that God. ‘The word Mavoudatos 
(fays Exftathius) has a great Significancy in this Place. The 


Greeks having juft received this happy Omen from Jupiter, ° 


were offering Oblations to him under the Title of the Father 
of Oracles. ‘There may alfo be a natural Reafon for this Ap- 
pellation, as Jupiter fignified the Ather, which is the Vehi- 
cle of all Sounds. a | 4 
Firgil has a fine Imitation of this Paflage, but diverfify’d 


with many more Circumftances, where he make Futurna fhew ' 


a Prodigy of the like Nature to encourage,the Latiéms, Ain.12. 


Namque volans rubra falous fovis ales in ethra, 
Litoreas agttabat aves, turbamque fonantem 
= | Agminis 
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Agminis aligert: fubsto cum lapfus ad undas - 


Cycnum excellentem pedibus raps improbus uncis. 
Arrexere animos Ital: cuntiegue volucres — 
Convertunt clamore fugam (mirabile vife) 
fEtheraque obfcurant penuss, hofemque per auras 
Fatta nube premunt: donec vu: usttus & ipfo | 
Pondere defecit, predamque ex unguibus ales 
Project fluvio, penstufque in nubila fugit. 


XXXVI 
VERSE 305. Tydides fix.) Dzsomed, as we have-before 


feen, was the laft that retreated from the Thunder of Fups- 
zer; he is now the firft that returns to the Battel. It is worth 


while to obferve the Behaviour of the Hero upon this Occa- 


fion: He retreats with the utmoft Reluctancy, and advances 
with the greateft Ardour, he flies with greater Impatience to 


meet danger, than he could before to put himfelf in’ Safety, 


Euftathtus. 
XXIX. 


Verse 320. Secure behind the Telamonian Shield.] Eufta- 
thius obferves that Zeucer being an excellent Archer, and ufin 
only the Bow, could not wear any Arms which would incum- 
ber him, and render him lefs expedite in his Archery. - Ho- 
mer to fecure him from the Enemy, reprefents him as ftand- 
ing behind 4jax’s Shield, and fhooting from thence. Thus 


_ the Poet gives us a new Circumftance of a Battel, and tho’ 


fyax atchieves nothing himfelf, he maintains a Superiority ~ 
over Teucer: jax may be faid to kill thefe 7rojans with the 
Arrows of Jeucer. , | , 

There is alfo a wonderful Tendernefs in the Simile with 
which he illuftrates the Retreat of Zeucer behind the Shield 


© of Ajax: Such tender Circumftances foften the Horrors of a 


Battel, and diffufe a Dawn of Serenity over the Soul of the 
Reader, | , | oo 


XXX. | 


the Ercutru. Book. 
| XXX. 


_ Verse 336. Great Agamemnon vews.| Euffathius obferves 
that Homer would here-teach the Duty of a General in a Bat- 
tel. He muft obferve the Behaviour of his Soldiers: He mutt 
honour the Hero, repreach the Coward, reduce. the difor- 
derly ; and for the Encouragement of the deferving, he mutt 
promife, Rewards, that Defert in Arms may not only. be paid 
with Glory. a, | 


XXXII. 


Verse 342. Sprung from an Alien’s Bed.| Agamemnon here 
in the Height of his Commendations of Teucer, tells him of 
his fpurious Birth: This (fays Euftathius) was reckon’d no 
Difgrace among the Ancients ; nothing being more.common 
than for Heroes. of old to take their Female Captives to their 
_ Beds ; and as fuch Captives were then given for a Reward of 
Valour, and as a Matter of Glory, it could be no Reproack 
to be defcended from them. Thus Jeucer (fays Euftathius) 
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was defcended from 7elamon, and Hefione the Sifter of Priam, — 


a Female Captive. | 


XXXL | 
VERSE 363. This Dog of Troy.] This is literal from the 


Greek, and I have ventured it as no improper Expreffion of 
the Rage of Zeycer for having been fo often difappointed in 
his Aim, and of his Paflion againft’ that Enemy who had fo 
long prevented all the Hopes of the Grecians. Milton was 
not fcrupulous of imitating even thefe, which the modern 
‘Refiners call unmannerly Strokes of our Author (who knew 
to what Extreams human Paffions might proceed, and was not 
afhamed to copy them.) He has put this very Expreffion in- 
to the Mouth of God himfelf, who upon beholding the Ha- 
-vock which S%z and Death made in the World, is moved in 
his Indignation to cry out, i 
See with what Heat thefe Dogs of Hell advance / 
:. + - Ffff | XXXII. 
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XXXII. 


- ‘Verse 365. He mifid the Mark.} Thefe Words, {ays Eu 
frathins, ate very-arefully inferted ; the Reader might won- 
der why fo skilful an Archer fhould fo often mifs his Mark; 
and. ic was neceffary thar Zeucer fhould mifs Hecfor becaufe 
Homer could not falfify the Hiftory: This Difficulty he re- 
moves by the Intervention of Apollo, who wafts the Arrow 
afide from him: The Poet does not tell us that this was done 
by the Hand of a God, till che Arrow of Zeucer came fo near 
He6éfor as to kill his Charioteer, which made fome fuch Con- 
trivance neceflary. | | 


XXXIV. 


: Verse 370. As full-blown Poppies.) ‘This Simile is very 


beautiful, and exactly reprefents the manner of Gorgythion's 
Death: © There is fuch a Sweetnefs in the Comparifon, that - 
it makes us pity the Youth’s Fall, and almoft feel his Wound. 
Vergil has apply’d it to the Death of Euryalus. 


----Ingue humeros cervix collapfa recumbtt : 
Purpureus veluts cum flos fucctfus aratro 
Languefcst morzens ; laffove papavera collo 
Demifere caput, pluvia cum forte. gravantur. 


This is finely improved by the Roman Author with the Par- 


- ticulars of fuccifus aratro, and laffo coll. Bat it may on the 


other hand be obferv’d in the favour of Homer, that the Cir- 
cumftance of the Head being oppreffled and weigh’d down by 
the Helmet is fo remarkably juft, that it is a wonder Virgsl 
omitted it, and the rather becaufe he had particularly taken 
notice before that it was the Helmet of Euryalus which occa- 
fion’d the Difcovery and unfortunate Death of this young He- 
ro and his Friend. ——— _ 


One may make a general Obfervation, that Homer in thofe - 


Comparifons that breath an Air of Tendernefs, is very ex- 
act, and adapts them in every Point to the Sabje@ which he 
: 3 | & | | i 


AS 


th Eicuts Boox. 


1s to illuftrate: But in other Comparifons, where he is to in- 
{pire the Soul with fublime Sentiments, he gives a Loofe to 
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his Fancy, and does not regard whether the Images exadly . 


correfpond. I: take the Reafon of*it to,be this: In the firft, 
the Copy. muft be like the Original to caufe it to affeé us ; 
the Glaf{s. needs only.to. return the. real Image.to make it beau- 
tiful ; whereas in. the other, a Succeffion of noble Ideas wilt 
caufe the like Sentiments in the Soul, and tho’ the Giafs 
fhould enlarge the Image, it only ftrikes.us with fuch Thoughts 
as. the Poet intended. to raife, fublime. and: great. a 


| X¥XXV. 


‘Verse 393. There, where the “uniture knits the Ghanneh 
Bone.| Heéfor ftruck Teucer. (it feems). juft about the Artica- — 


lation of the Arm, with the Shoulder ; which cut the Ten- 


don or wounded it fo, that the Arm loft its Force: This is 


a true Defcription of the Effect of fuch a Blow. 
XXXVI. 


Verse 406. Ay the bold. Haund, that gives the Lion, chqce.], 
This Simile is the jyftelk imaginable ; and gives. the mot. 
lively: Picture of the manner in which the Grecegys, fled, and. 
Heéor purfued them, ftill flaughtering the hindmoft. Gra- 
zius and Oppian have given us particular Defcriptions of thofe 
fort of Dogs, of prodigious Strength and Size, which were 


employ’d to hunt and tear down wild Realts. To one of 
thele herce beunas he compares Heffor, and one cannot but 


obferve is Care not to difgrace 3 is Grecsan Countrymen by 
an unworthy Comparifon : Tho’ he. is obliged to reprefent 
them flying, he makes them fly like Lions, and as they fly, 
turn frequently back upon their Purfuer ; fo that it is hard to 


fay if they, or he, be in the greater Danger. On the contra- 


ty, when any of the Grecsam Heroes purfue the Trojans, it is 
He that is the Lion, and the Flyers are but Sheep or trem- 


_ bling Deer. 
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_. XXXVIL 


Verse 438. The flubborn God, inflexthle and hard.| \t 
muf{t be owned that this Speech of Minerva againkt Fupster, 
fhocks the Allegory more than perhaps any in the Poem. 
Unlefs the Deities may fometimes be thought to mean no 
more than Beings that prefided over thofe Parts of Nature, or 
thofe Paffions and Faculties of the Mind. ‘Thus as Venus 
fuggefts unlawful as well as lawful Defires, fo Minerva may be 
defcribed as the Goddefs not only of Wifdom but of Craft, 
that is, both of true and falfe Wifdom. So the Moral of 
Minerva’s {peaking rafhly of Jupiter may be, that the wifeft 
of finite Beings is liable to Paffion and Indifcretion, as the 
Commentators have already obferv’d. | | 


XXXVIL 


Verse 460. What mighty Trojan then, on yonder Shore.] 
She means Heffor, whofe Death the Poet makes her forefee 
in fuch a lively manner as if the Image of the Hero Jay bleed- 
ing before her. This Picture is noble, and agreeable to the 
Obfervation we. formerly. made of Homer’s Method of Pro- 
phecying in the Spirit of Poetry. 3 gaa 


i ' . ‘ XX XIX. : - a a : 
Verse 468. Floats in rich Waves.) The Greek word is 
udléyevev, pours the Veil on the Pavement. I muft juft take 


Notice that here is a Repetition of the fame beautiful Verfes’ 
which the Author had ufed in the fifth Book. . | 


eh. 


Verse 477. Smooth glides the Chariot, &c.). One- would 
almoft think Homer made his Gods and Goddefles defcend. 
from Olympus, only to mount again, and mount only to de- 
fcend again, he is fo remarkably delighted with the Defcri- 

4 ptions 


the Erautu Book. 
ptions of their Horfes, and their manner of Flight. We have 
no lefs than three of thefe in the prefent Book: , 


XLI. 


Verse soo. For Juno headfirong and imperious fill, Shé- 


claims, &c.] Exuftathius oblerves here, if a good. Man does 
us a Wrong, we are juftly angry at it, but if it. proceeds from 


a bad one, it is no more than we expected, we are ‘not at alk 


futprized, and we bear it with Patience. | : 
There are many fuch Paflages as .thefe in Homer. which 
glance obliquely at the Fair Sex, and Jupster is here forced 
to take upon himfelf the fevere Husband, to teach Zuao the 
Duty of a Wife. 


XLIt. 


Verse 522. Bia thee what defp rate Infolence.} Ut is ob~ 


fervable that Homer generally makes his Meflengers, divine 
as well as human, very punctual in delivering their Méflages 
in the very Words of the Perfons who commiiffiori’d them: 
fris however in the Clofe of her Speech has ventur’d ‘to go 
beyond her Inftructions and all Rules of Decorum; by adding 
thefe Expreffions of bitter Reproach to a Goddefs of fuperior 


‘Rank. The Words of the Original , Kvoy dddeés, are too grofs 


to be literally tranflated. 


XL, 


— Verse si4: Juno ber Rage refign'd.) Hémer never in- 
tended to give us the Picture of a. good Wife in the Defcrip- 
tion of Funo: She obeys Fupi#er, but it is a forced Obedi- 
ence: She fubmits rather to the Governor than to the Huf 
band; and is more afraid of his Lightning than his Commands. . 
_ Her Behaviour in this Place is very natural to’a-Perfon un- 
der a Difappointment’: She had fet her Heatt upon preferring 
the Greeks, but failing in that Point, fhe affumes an Air of 
Indifference, and fays, whether they live or die, fhe is ncon* 
cesn’d. . ote F - ee | | a | | : 
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Verse 530. They breathe or perifh as the Fates ordain] 
The TFranflator has turn’d this Line in Cempliance to an old 
Obfervation upon Homer, which Macrobias has written, and 
feveral others have fince fallen into: ‘Fheyfay he was fo 
great a Fatalift, as not fo much as to name the word-Fortune . 


in all bis Works, but conftantly Fate inftead of it, This Re- 


mark feems curious enough, and indeed does agree with the 


general Tenor and Doctrine of this'Poet ; but unluckily it 


is not true, the Word which they have profcribed being im- 


e 


ply’d in the Original of this W. 430.°Os xs rey. 
XLV. - 


Verse 545. And fix the Car on its immortal Bafe.] It is 
remark’d by Liuftethius that the word Pwo fignifies not only 


‘Alears, but Pedefials or Bafes, of Statues, &’cs I think our 


Language will bear this, literally, tho’ M. Daczer. durft not 
venture it in the Frewch. The Solemnity with which -this 
Chariot of pe is fet up, by the Hands of a God, and co? 
ver'd with a fine Veil, makes it eafy enough to imagine that 

this Diftinction alfo might be thewn ic. <i 


 XLVL 


Verse 569. Juno and Pallas.} In the beginning of this 
Book Fano was filent, and Minerva reply’d: Here, fays Eu- 
frathius, Hlomer makes June reply with great Propriety 
to both their Charaters. AGzwerva refents the Ulage of 
jupiter, but the Reverence the bears to ‘her Father, and 
her King, keeps her filent; fhe has not lefs Anger than Fz- 
no, but more Reafon. | Mmerve there fpoke with all the 
Submiffion and -Deference that was owing from a Child to a 
Father, or from a Subjed to a King ; but Fuso is more free 
with her Husband, fhe is angry, and lets him know it by the 


_ firft word fhe utters, | 


Juno here repeats the fame Words which had been us'd by 


Minerva 


. 
v, 


ee ee = 


the Eicutru Boox. 


Minerva to Fupiter near the beginning of this Book. What 
is there utter'd by Wifdom herfelf, and approv’d by him, 
is here fpoken by a Goddefs who (as Homer tells us at this 
very time) imprudently manifefted her Paffion, and whom 
Fupier anf{wers with Anger.. To,deal fairly, I cannot de- 
fend this in my Author, any more than fome other of his 
Repetitions; as when “ax in the fifteenth Iliad, VW. 561. ufes 


* the {ame Speech word for word to encourage the Greeks, which 


Agamemnon had made in the fifth, W..529. Ithink it equally 
an Extreme, to vindicate all the Repetitions of Homer, and 
to excufe none, - However Euftashis very ingenioufly excufes 
this, by faying that the fame Speeches become entirely dif- 
ferent by the different manner of introducing them. M4- 
nerva addrefs’'d herfelf to Fupi#er with Words full of Refped, 
but Juno with Terms of Refentment. This, fays he, i 
the Effect of opening our Speeches with Art: Ir prejudices 
the Audience in our favour, and makes us {peak to Friends | 
whereas the Auditor naturally denies that Favour, which: the 
Orator does not feem to ask ; ‘fo that what. he delivers, tho’ 
it has-equal Merit, labours under this Difadvantage, that his 
Judges are his Enemies. © _ oe 2 eee 


XLVI. 


Verse 590. Nor fhall great Hetor ceafe, &c.] Hete, 
fays Ewfathws, the Poet prepares the Reader for.what is to 
fucceed: he gives us the Outlines of his Piece, which he is 
to fill up in the Progrefs of the Poem. This is fo far from 
cloying the Reader’s Appetite, that it raifes it, and makes 
him defirous-to fee the Pitre. drawn it its full. lengrh.. - * 

. XLVOL se a a 

Nernst 620. -Ye vakant Trojans, &c.} Euftathias obferves 

thar Heor here {peaks like a Soldier: He bears aSpeas, not 

a Sceptrein his Hand ; he harangues like a‘ Warrior, bat like 

a Victor ; he feems.to be too much ‘pleafed with himfelf, .and 

in this Vein of Self-flattery, he promifes a compleat Conquett 
over the Greeks. 

XLIX. 


= . 
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— Verse 64%. And let the Matrons.| 1 have been more ob- — 
fervant of the Decorum in this Line than my Author himfelf. 
He calls the Women @navrega, an Epithet of {candalous Im- 
port, upon which Porphyry and the Greek Scholiaft have faid _ 
but too much. I know no Man that has yet had the Impu- — 
dence to tranflate that Remark, in regard of which it is Po- 


- litenefs to imitate the Barbarians, and fay, Grecum eff, non 


legstur. For my part, I leave it as a Motive to fome very’ cu- 
rious Perfons of both Sexes to ftudy the Greek Language. — 


L. 


Verss 679, Full Hecatombs, &c.) The fix Lines that fol- 
low being a Tranflation of four in the Original, are added 
from. the Authority of P/ato in Mr. Barnes his Edition: That 
Author cites them in his fecond Alcibiades. Thete is no doubr 
of their being genuine, but the Queftion is only whether they 
are rightly placed here? I fhall not ptetend to decide upon a 
Point which will doubtlefs be the Speculation of future Criticks, 


LI. 


VERsk 687. e when the Moon, &c.| This Comparifon is 
inferior to none in Homer. It. is the moft beautiful Night~ 
piece that can be found ia Poetry. He prefents you with a 
Profpe& of the Heavens, ‘the Seas, and the Earth: The Stars 
fhine, the Air is ferene, the World enlighten’d, and the Moon 
mounted in Glory. Euffathius remarks that Qaswmjy does not 
fignify the Moon at full, for then the Light of the Stars is 
diminifh’d or loft in the greater Brightnefs of the Moon. And 
others corre the word Qawjy, to Ode viv, for Odes vénv, but 
this Criticifm is forced, and I fee no Neceflity why the Moon 
may ‘not be faid to be bright, tho’ it is not inthe full. A 
Poet is not obliged to {peak with the Exactnefs of Philofophy, | 
but with the Liberty of Poetry. oe : 


£ 


Lil, 


-” 


the Ercuru Book. 


LH. 


Verse 702. A thoufand Piles.) Homer in his Catalogue 
of the Grecian Ships, tho’ he does not recount exprefly the 
‘Number of the Greeks, has given fome Hints from whence 
the Sum of their Army may be collected. But in the fame 
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Book where he gives an Account of the 7rojan Army, and | 


relates the Names of the Leaders and Nations of the Auxili- 
aries, he fays nothing by which we may infer the Number of 
the Army of the befieged. To fupply therefore that Omif- 
fion, he has taken occafion by this: Piece of Poetical: Arith- 
metick, to inform his Reader, that the 7rojan Army amounted 
to fifty thoufand. That the Affiftant Nations are to be inclu- 
_ ded herein, appears from what Dolon fays in /. 10. that the 
Auxiliaries were encamped that Night with.the Zrojans, . 
This Paflage gives me occafion to animadvert upon ‘a 
Miftake of a modern Writer, and another of my own. The 
Abbé Teraffon in a late Treatife againft Homer, is under a 
grievous Error, in faying that all the Forces of Zroy and the 
Auxiliaries cannot be reafonably fuppos’d from Homer to be 
above ten thoufand Men. He had entirely overlook’d this 


Place, which fays there were a thoufand Fires, and fifty Men . 


‘at each of them. See my Obfervation on the fecond Book, 
where thefe Fires by a flip of my Memory.are called Funeral 
Piles: I fhould be glad it were the greateft Error I have com- 
mitted in thefe Notes. 3 746 | 


LIL. 


Verse 706. The Courfers ver thew Heaps of Corn.| 1 durft 
not take the fame Liberty with M. Daczer, who has omitted 
this Circumftance, and does not mention the Horfes at all. 
In the following Line, the laft of the Book, Homer has gi- 
ven to the Mornimg the Epithet fair-hatred, or bright-throned, 
évbeovey 7. Y have already taken notice in the Preface of 
the Method of tranflating the Epithets of Homer, and mutt 
add here, that it is often only the Uncertainty the Mo- 
derns lie under, of the true genuine Signification of .an 

| Hhhh | ancient 


r ~ 
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ancient word, which caufes the many various Conftructions 
of it. So that it is probable the Author’s own Words, at 
the time he ufed them, never meant half fo many things as 
we tranilate them into. Madam Daczer generally obferves 
one Practice as to thefe throughout her Verfion: She ren- 
ders almoft every fuch Epithet in Greek by two or three in . 
French, from a fear of lofing the leaft part of its Signifi- 
" cance. This perhaps may be excufablein Profe; tho’ ar beft 
it makes the whole much more verbofe and tedious, and is 
rather like writing a Dictionary than rendring an Author: 
But in Verfe, every Reader knows fuch a Redoubling of Epi- 
thets would not be tolerable. A Poet has therefore only to 
chufe that, which moft agrees with the Tenor and main In- 
tent of the particular Paflage, or with the Genius of Poetry 
itfelf. a 
‘It is plain that too fcrupulqus an Adherence to many of 
thefe, gives the Tranflation an exotic, pedantic, and whimfical 
Air, which it is not to be imagined the Original ever had. 
To call a Hero the great Arisficer of Flight, the fwsft of - 
foot, or the Horfe-tamer, thefe give us Ideas of little Pecu- 
_ fiarities, when in the Author’s Time they were Epithets ufed 
only in general to fignify Alacrity, Agility, and Vigor. <A 
common Reader would imagine from thefe fervile Verfions, 
that Diomed and Achilles were Foot-Racers, and Hecfor a 
Horfe-Courfer, rather than that any of them were Heroes. 
A Man fhall be call’d a faithful Tranflator for rendring z¢- 
das duds in Pugh/b, fwift-footed; but laugh’d at if he fhould 
tranflate our LExgh/b word dextrous into any other Language, 
right-handed. ° 


ERRATA 


ERRATA. 


Pag.8. line 2. for /elf-confidering Valour, read felf-confiding. Pag.28. lines. 
for praife the Superftructure, read raife the Superftru@ture. Pap. 2. line 10. 
for mh read with. : 

Effay.] Pag. 1y. line 34. for brings bim, read brings s¢. Pag. 17. in the Refe- 
rences at bottom, for déxarsG oiov cxcvoudu, read d2 xrc@ clov amsoplu. Pag. 36. in 
the Citation from Horace at the bottom, for Argue read drguet. 

Book 1.] Verfe 517. for Tbe undaunted, read 74” undaunted. 

Obfervations on Book 1 - Obf. 35. line 10. inftead of Centaurs fell out fifty five 
or fixty Years, read fifty five or fifty fix Years. And the third line‘after, inftead 
of It was then fifty five or fixty five, read It was then fixty five or fixty fix. This 
Error totally dettroys the Senfe. 

Book 2.] Verfe 77. for Ill /usts a Chief, read Ill fits'a Chief. ¥. 666. for mar- 
tial Armics, read marfbal Armies. 

Obfervations on Book 2.] Obf. 9. toward the end, for a thoufand funeral Piles, 
read a thoufand Fires. Obf. 23. toward the end, for another Criticifm upon the 
290¢b Verfe of this Book, read another Criticifm upon the 290th Verfe of the Ca- 
talugue. Obf. 32. in the laft lines, place the Stops thus; the Defcription of her 
Preparation for Death and her Behaviour in it, can never be enough admired. 

Book 3.] Verfe 43. for 4igh Chariot, read proud Chariot. ¥. 444. read the 
whole Line thus: Eludes the Death and difappoints his Foe. ¥. the laft but one 
of the Book, for ju Applaufes, read Joud Applaufes. 

Obfervations on Book 3.] Obf.7. at the end, for Nireus’s Prophecy, read Ne- 
reus’s Prophecy. 

Obfervations on Book 4.] Obf. 36. the laft line but two, for Conclufion, read 
Confufion. 


Pires: Pag. 4. line 18. for fupply #hés Characters, read fupply 4és Characters. 


NOTE, Wherever there are References in the Obfervations, to any particular 
Verfes cited from Homer, it is conftantly to be underfiood of the Number of that 
Verfe in the Original, and not in the Englith. | 
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